
YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES 

of meeting held on Tuesday 10th November 2015 at 7.30pm 

at Yarkhill Village Hall 
 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook (Chairman), Councillor Dobson, Councillor Daw 

and clerk R Plant. 

 

Members of the public present: 4. 

 

1. Apologies for absence:  Councillor Ian Carr and Councillor Hazel Walter. 

2. No declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations received. 

3. The minutes of meetings held September 15th and 10th November 2015 were agreed 

and signed as a true record. 

4. Open session - To receive brief reports from  

 4.1 Ward Councillor 

  Report attached 

4.2 Footpaths and Bridleways  
YK 1,2,3,4,5.16,18,19  
Thanks to rather wet weather the paths are muddy and the undergrowth long and damp.  
We have therefore only walked paths that are also roads/ tracks recently.  
We have noticed that there is a smart new gate on YK8.  Not one of our paths but good to 
see.  
When we last walked them, probably a couple of months ago now, YK1 and YK2 both had 
obstructions.  
YK1 at Ivy Cottage was blocked with building materials but a lot of construction work is being 
done at this sight.  The footpath on through the fields had not been re-established following 
cultivation and the section leading to the A417 opposite Fillingbridge which passes through a 
narrow copse was impassable.  
YK2 at Covender had a large caravan parked on it.  The route was not totally blocked but we 
had to pick our way carefully over pipework through quite a narrow access.  There are 
renovations being carried out at the property so we assume this is temporary 
accommodation for the occupants.  
As mentioned in the report given in May, the bottom rung (on the field side) of the stile at 
Grove Farm, YK4, that separates the field from the orchard has broken off and is lying loose 
on the planks over the ditch.  Even undamaged this is an awkward stile.  It is still possible to 
negotiate but should be mended.  Whether there has been any change to the gates on YK2 
and YK18 we don’t know.  
John and Ann Elliott  

 

 4.3 The tree warden stated no problems. 

 4.4 Lengthsman report - A record of works was sent with the last invoice.  25  

  grips have been cleared along Watery Lane.  Some of the area is covered by 

  the Lugg Drainage.  A "light maintenance day" for 1 man to cover grips and 

  grids for minor roads and Monkhide was suggested. This extra day would cost 

  the PC £65, all Councillors agreed this extra payment.  The last remaining day 

  is to left until February/March 2016. Resolved 

  Drainage from the vicarage towards Yarkhill needs to be scraped out as the 

  ditch is above road level, the landowner should be contacted to ask if/where 

  there is a culvert.  Councillor Misselbrook to let clerk know the name and  

  address of the landowner so that a letter may be sent. 
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  Outstanding defects at BT6, jetting has been carried out 3 times and is not  

  working.  The ditch needs re-piping, Balfour Beattie are aware of this but have 

  done nothing. 

  The lengthsman will contact Welsh Water re: the sluice at Stoke Edith, the 

  pipe was damaged during work by Balfour Beattie. Resolved 

 4.5 Chairman report: Sam Kelly has kindly offered to look at some footpaths.   

  Councillor Carr to be asked to speak to her regarding which paths to walk. 

  The lengthsman hours were reduced by Herefordshire Council, due to an error 

  on their part. by including main road mileage during the previous year.   

  Mileage should only have been included for U and C roads. 

 4.6 A local resident is concerned that Balfour Beattie is not carrying out any  

  works on the main roads through Yarkhill. 
 Close open session 

5. Community Governance Review Proposal: Councillors had no comments regarding this  

 proposal.  Resolved 

6. Finance - to consider payments: 

 6.1 Clerks expenses £57.51 

 6.2 Halc invoice for Crystal Clear training £30 (£15 to be received from Bishopstone PC) 

 6.3 Clerks salary 

 6.4 Terry Griffiths Lengthsman invoice £330 

 All payments were approved by all Councillors. Resolved 

 Balance in Current A/C at 18/09/15  : £4420.39 Balance checked and agreed. Resolved 

7. No comments made from the information sheet. Resolved 

8. The proposed budget of £7,500 for 2016/2017 was approved by all Councillors. Resolved 

9. To try to obtain aTRO (Traffic Regulation Order) for Stokebridge Road was proposed.  All 

 Councillors were in agreement to this. The Chairman will contact Ward Councillor Jonathan 

 Lester for his help. The clerk will then act upon the advice given and write to the appropriate 

 office. Resolved  

10. Reporting faults to Balfour Beattie - this has become more time consuming for the clerk by 

 Herefordshire Councils' new system.  The clerk was asked to speak to HALC to get their 

 opinion.  Resolved 

11. Notice Boards for the village, to replace old ones.  This item is to be placed on the next 

 agenda - Councillor Walter is investigating. 

12. The old map, currently kept in a roll in the village hall was discussed, it was decided to leave 

 it where it is to preserve it.  Resolved 

13. The post box at Newtown was discussed.  This is a small box and is often full.  This item has 

 been previously discussed and the Post Office approached for a larger box - they refused.  

 Resolved 
14. The purchase of a defibrillator was discussed but Councillors were in agreement that due to 

 the large area Yarkhill covers that it would be faster to call an ambulance, also nobody else 

 contacted the clerk to help the one volunteer.  Therefore Councillors voted against the 

 purchase of this item. Resolved 

15. The current situation regarding the Monkhide School Bus and shelter was discussed and 

 appears to have reached an impasse.  The school bus has been changed from a mini bus to a 

 52 seat bus.  Another solution needs to be found to ensure the safety of the children.  

 Councillor Nenaditch attended part of the meeting and was asked his opinion.  The 

 Parish Council will draft a letter a letter and ask parents to sign this, which will then be 

 forwarded to Bill Wigan.  To be put onto the agenda for the next meeting. 

16. A discussion ensued about mud on the road between Tarrington and Monkhide.  Councillors 

 had mixed views about this, one Councillor would like to contact the locality steward about 
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 this problem however, another Councillor felt that farmers have to be able to carry out their 

 work.  The outcome was that the locality steward would be advised of this problem to monitor 

 the situation.  Resolved 

17. The Parish Council objectives were re-visited.  They are: 

  To monitor the situation re: the Monkhide school bus 

  To aim for a TRO along Stokebridge Road 

  To visit newcomers to the village - Councillors Dobson and Walter 

  To ensure the website carries all necessary Parish Council papers 

18. Planning - the last 2 planning applications for Ivy Cottage and Monkhide Barns have both 

 been passed by the planning authority. Resolved 

19. The audit recommendations by Grant Thornton for 2017 is that small Parish Councils (under 

 £10,000 income per year) should have a minimum of 2 internal audits per year.  Councillors 

 requested the clerk to contact David Madgen to ask if he would be able to do this for Yarkhill 

 PC.  Resolved 

20. HALC recommendation is that there are 4 signatories for cheques for the Parish Council, this 

 would allow for illness and holidays.  Councillors were in agreement that Councillor Dobson 

 should do this.  The clerk to arrange paperwork. Resolved 

21. Autela, the company who currently runs the PAYE has sent a form requesting that they be 

 appointed to receive all paperwork for the pension scheme, as per government legislation. 

 Councillors were in agreement and the form was signed.  Resolved 

22. Items for the next agenda: 

  Update re: Stokebridge Road RTO 

  Update re: Monkhide school bus 

  Update re: Litter pick areas and risk assessment 

  Update re: Notice boards 

  Update re: Web site input 

   

23. Date of next meeting 12/01/16. 

 

 

Signed ...................................................... 

 

Designation .............................................. 

 

Date ......................................................... 


