
YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING 

Held on Tuesday 15th September 2015 at 7.30pm 

at Yarkhill Village Hall 
 

 
Present: Councillor Hazel Walter (Vice Chairman), Councillor Ian Carr, Councillor Chrissie 

Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester. 

 

Members of Public present:  4 members of the public were present including Peter O Neill (Tree 

Warden and Terry Griffiths (Lengthsman).  Resolved 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tom Misselbrook (Annual Leave and 

Councillor Roy Cox (Illness).  Resolved 

2. No declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations were received.  Resolved 

3. Two alterations were requested on 4.2: Councillor Walter (not Councillor Dobson) would 

speak to the farmer requesting clearance of brambles on the footpath behind the village hall to 

the ridge, and secondly Councillor Dobson (not Councillor Walter) would speak to the farmer 

at Garford Farm regarding the gate at Monkhide Lane, which has almost collapsed.  The 

minutes were then agreed, adopted and signed as a true record of the meeting held 14th July 

2014.  All notes will be destroyed once minutes have been approved and signed.  Resolved 

4. Open session - Reports from  

 4.1 Ward Councillor: 

 Since the last meeting the Core Strategy (the planning strategy which will remain in 

 place until 2031) is due to be heard at a meeting within the next few weeks to ratify  the 

 Herefordshire Council Plan. 

 

A letter has been received from Central Government selecting Herefordshire area as an area 

for refugee dispersal.  If Syrian refugees do come to Herefordshire they will be funded only 

for the first year by Central Government after this they will be funded locally.  Herefordshire 

will wait for further communication from Central Government. 

 

The Ward Councillor has attended a cabinet meeting (with partners Telford, Worcestershire 

and Warwickshire) reporting on the Youth Justice Plan and re-offending.  Generally re-

offending is down. 

 

A meeting is to be held 25/09/15 to discuss the strategy for well being for the  Children and 

Young Peoples Plan (with all partnerships, health, hospitals and charities). 

 

Broadlands Primary School and Aylestone School are to be consolidated, however  the 

project cost has been underestimated by £250,000 and must now go back to full council. 

 

1 Ledbury Road, funded by the CCG (Clinical Commissioning Group) is due to close - the 

Herefordshire Wye Valley Trust will no longer be using this establishment which is a 

significant loss of revenue.  Councillor Jonathan Lester is hoping to persuade the CCG to 

keep this open until alternative accommodation can be found for users of No 1. 

 

The problem with the school bus at Monkhide has still not been resolved and Councillor 

Lester will follow this up. 

 

Councillor Lester gave his apologies for the next meeting.  He was thanked for his report. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

As grants are being cut by Herefordshire Council by 2020 - where will the money come from 

to support refugees? 
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Response:  This is being discussed within Herefordshire Council so that infrastructure and 

roads are kept up to a good standard. 

 

 4.2 Footpath and pond officer: 

Councillor Ian Carr attended a meeting at Burley Gate which the locality steward had 

organised.  Owners are responsible for footpaths on their property.  Herefordshire Council 

will provide footpaths, signposts and styles.  The bridlepath from Eggleton Bridge to 

Fillingbridge has no entrance to the footpath.  The landowner is Mr Cyril Simcocks, The 

Green, Felton. Resolved 

 

A style at Grove Farm is difficult to use.  Councillor Dobson to speak to the farmer.  

Resolved 

 

 4.3 Tree warden: All trees at the moment are looking healthy, including the trees a the 

  Moat.  Resolved 

 4.4 Chairman: No report due to Annual Leave. 

 4.5 To receive comments from local residents:  

 Concern was raised about Monkhide Lane between Dalesbrook and Little Minton, the tops of 

 2 of the reflectors have been knocked off and this is a dangerous corner.  The clerk was asked 

 to contact the locality steward.  Resolved 

 

 Ditch maintenance is required from Newtown Farm down the hill towards the Newtown 

 Garage.  Clerk to contact the locality steward.  Resolved 

 

 The lengthsman stated that Balfour Beattie cut a water pipe when they moved a sluice above 

 Stoke Edith Road, which has caused some problems.  Clerk to contact Welsh Water to enable 

 the lengthsman to speak to them directly. A light maintenance day was suggested. 

 Resolved. 
 

 Close open session 

5. Community Governance Review Proposal. This proposal asks for Councillors views on 

 adding/reducing the amount of Councillors on the Parish Council and altering Parish 

 boundaries or leaving them the same. To be discussed at the next meeting. Resolved 

6. Finance - payments: 

 6.1 Clerks expenses £52.48 

 6.2 Halc invoice for training £90 (£45 to be received from Bishopstone PC) 

 6.3 Alpha Design invoice for Villagers website £80.56 

 Balance in Current A/C : £1615.39 as at 13/08/15 

 All payments were agreed by all Councillors and bank statements and RFO statements were 

 agreed and signed.  Resolved 

7. The mail/clerks' actions on information sheet were noted.   

 Actions: Councillors were in agreement to donate £250 towards the Church maintenance.  

 The grit/salt bin requested will be provided by Councillor Ian Carr. 

 The response from Mr Hawkins to be forwarded to the locality steward. 

 No further actions from mail.  Resolved. 

8. The proposed budget for the precept for 2016/2017.  The proposed increase acknowledged 

 comments from Grant Thornton, external auditors, regarding Yarkhill PC having no funding 

 for emergencies and also Herefordshire Council proposed increasing the precept due to grants 

 being reduced within the next few years.  The proposed precept for next year is £7,500.  This 

 will be discussed and finalised at the November meeting.  Resolved 
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9. The financial regulations, adapted to suit Yarkhill, using the HALC/NALC template were 

 approved and agreed by all Councillors.  Resolved 

10. Newtown House, the Enforcement Notice has now expired and legal action is likely to be 

 taken. The advice from HALC is to register a bid as a community asset, logged as a public 

 house.  This was proposed by Councillor Hazel Walter (Vice Chairman) and seconded by 

 Councillor Ian Carr, another Councillor was in agreement and one abstained. Resolved 

11. Parish website requirements - The clerk is to attend a meeting at HALC regarding this subject 

 and will report any actions taken or required at the November meeting. Resolved 

12. Protocol for managing future planning applications.  The policy for dealing with  planning 

 applications between Parish Council Meetings was discussed, this gives  delegated powers to 

 the clerk to comment on planning application between meetings if time restrictions do not 

 allow time to be discussed at the next meeting.  A Planning Group consisting of  Councillors 

 Misselbrook, Walter, Carr, Dobson and Daw was agreed. It was also agreed that a minimum 

 of 3 Councillors should attend any site meeting.  A copy of the complete policy is held in the 

 red folder.  The clerk will be informed of Councillors decision and forward to the planning 

 office.  Resolved 

13. Discussion ensued over dates for village litter picks. The following dates were agreed: 

   

  Saturday February 13th  10.00am - 12 noon 

  Saturday February 27th  10.00am - 12 noon 

  Saturday March 12th  10.00am - 12 noon   Resolved 

 

14. The purchase of a defibrillator was discussed. Hannah Linton has kindly offered her services 

 to help use and maintain this, however there were mixed feelings about whether Yarkhill was 

 too spread out and would an ambulance be faster.  Another concern was that nobody else had 

 volunteered their services to help Hannah.  Resolved 

15. Items for the next agenda: Noticeboards - prices to be obtained. The old map. Post Box at 

 Newtown.  Lengthsman.  Resolved 

16. Planning application 151941 for Woodbury House - passed 13/08/15.  Resolved 

17. Date of next meeting is November 10th 2015. 

 

 

  

Signed ...................................................... 

 

Designation .............................................. 

 

Date .......................................................... 

 
 

  


