
DRAFT MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 12th July 2016 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Hazel Walter,  Councillor Chrissie 
Dobson and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester. 

2 members of the public were present. 

1. Apologies received from Councillor Ian Carr and Councillor Sarah Daw 
2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 
3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 10th May 2016 were approved and signed.  
4. Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester addressed the meeting.  He informed us that he  
was attending a planning committee hearing the following day when  applications for 
additional housing in Stoke Lacy and Ashperton would be heard.  Councillor Lester will be 
making the views of the communities known  The planning permission for the southern part 
of the Hereford By-Pass has been approved.  HCC has a plot of land in the centre of Hereford 
and the intention is to develop the site in a similar way to the retail development on the old 
Market site.  Ward Councillor Lester explained that, bearing in mind the forthcoming 
political changes, he was unsure of the way some bills would progress – but he would keep 
us informed.  He reminded us that in his cabinet role one of his tasks is to make sure that the 
council is developing the “Early Help” strategy – affording troubled families help at an early 
stage, thus preventing the problem escalating and hence reducing the number of  children 
being taken into care.   This is part of the children and young peoples plan .  A key focus is 
“Early Years” which is based on the fact that the first 1000 days is a critical stage in a child’s 
life and the intention is to prevent problems occurring in later life by preventing them at an 
early stage.  It is alarming to learn that Herefordshire has one of the worst records for dental 
hygiene in children aged 0 – 5 yrs.  He explained that “Early Help” is aimed at helping 
troubled families, whereas “Early Years” is designed to ensure the well-being of all children.  
Herefordshire Council has joined with other partnerships in the Health and Education 
sectors to achieve the maximum benefit.  Herefordshire is currently caring for 6 
unaccompanied asylum seeking children and this figure is expected to rise to 20 by next 
year.  With regard to the council budget decisions , as always HCC places highest importance 
on Adult Services and Child Services.  There are difficult decisions to be taken and Ward 
Councillor Lester stressed that as many people as possible try to attend the forthcoming HCC 
Meeting.  Councillor Walter asked if Stoke Lacy or Ashperton had a Neighbourhood plan and 
Ward Councillor Lester explained that Stoke Lacy did not.  Ashperton on the other hand are 
progressing with their Neighbourhood Plan but not far enough yet to have a bearing on the 
forthcoming planning hearing.  He also complimented Yarkhill on its Neighbourhood Plan, 
explaining that Yarkhill is very lucky to have a ready made team of professionals prepared to 
step up to the role.  Ward Councillor Lester also agreed to update the Parish Council on the 
matter of the proposed housing development at Newtown Crossroads.   The advantages of a 
Neighbourhood Plan were reiterated – those villages with a Neighbourhood Plan would be in 
a position to choose where development should be allowed whereas those communities 
without a Plan would not.  Councillor Misselbrook thanked Ward Councillor Lester for his 
input. 
 
4.2 The Parish Clerk read a brief update from the Footpath and Pond Officer – having 
been very busy in the garden not much walking had taken place but some clearing of 



brambles and nettles would be undertaken.  Councillor Walter and Councillor Carr (in his 
absence) asked that the P3 scheme be discussed at the next meeting.   
4.3 The Tree Warden reported no problems. 
4.4 The Lengthsman was not available. 
4.5 Councillor Misselbrook advised that most of the items he wished to raise would be 
covered by the agenda.  He did tell us about a meeting he attended with Church Warden, 
Jane Thomas, at Tarrington Village Hall to discuss a new scheme “Good Neighbours”.  This is 
a scheme whereby a group of residents within a parish organises itself to help elderly and/or 
vulnerable residents in day to day activities such as shopping, getting to and from doctors 
appointments, prescription collection etc.  This a voluntary scheme and details will be 
contained within the Yarkhill Newsletter. 
4.6 Councillor Misselbrook updated the meeting on the success of the recent Field to 
Fork Festival .  All but one stall holder were very happy with the festival and visitors 

numbered almost 1000.  The Field to Fork Festival raised £7,000 this year of which 
£5,500 was given to the named charity-Megan Baker House which teaches basic 
living skills and is based in Leominster.  £1,500 has been made available for the 
community of Yarkhill to make use of and details of this will be published in the 
forthcoming Newsletter.  The Festival Organisers hope that more people will become 
involved in the planning and execution of the Festival next year.  
4.7 The question of the land adjoining the Newtown Inn was raised and it was 
explained that no breaches of planning permission have been made but the situation 
is being monitored.   
The Parish Clerk alerted the meeting to a recent incident involving a small white van 
whose occupants broke into a local residents caravan.  Police had been informed and 
a warning would be included in the newsletter. 

THE OPEN SESSION WAS CLOSED 
5. Finance 
 5.1 PAYE Income Tax   : £121.80 
 5.2. Katie Bott    : £   63.00 
 5.3 Autela Payroll Services   : £   22.50 
 5.4 Lengthsman    : £330.00 
 5.5 Parish Clerk    : £487.20 
 5.6 Jon Cooper    : £500.00 
6. Councillor Misselbrook expressed the importance of one of more Councillors attending the 
forthcoming HCC Budget meeting.   The meeting is scheduled for 28th July at 6.30pm at Shire Hall.  
HCC have to save £28,000,000 over the next 4 years. 

7. With regard to the proposed development of houses at Newtown Crossroads, Ward 
Councillor Jonathan Lester is going to discuss this with the planning officer tomorrow morning and 
will advise us of the outcome of that conversation.   

8. The Noticeboards are being made by Jon Cooper (of the Hop Pocket) and the cost to be 
spread over 4 years.  The boards will cost £500 each plus free advertising in the Newsletter for the 
period. 

9. The Neighbourhood Plan.  This is forging ahead  - several informal meetings of the proposed 
steering committee have taken place, along with a meeting with Richard Williams who chaired the 
Weston Beggard NP Committee which proved very helpful.  The first stage has been completed and 
Yarkhill is now a designated area and so the committee can now start acting on a formal basis.  The 
current members of the steering group have useful experience for the role and include Jeff Hughes 
who  has the financial expertise, Martin Ennis who was the Chairman of the Parish Plan steering 
group, Michael Needham will take care of communications and he also worked on the Parish Plan 
and finally Simon Day who is involved very much with the FTF Festival and Event Organisation.  All 



meetings have to be at the Village Hall and members  of the public encouraged to attend. The first 
official meeting of the Steering Group is on the 18th of August and there will be a presentation by  
Karla from HCC, being the advisor for Neighbourhood Plan steering groups.   It is anticipated the 
procedure will take 18 months to 2 years.  There will be a lot of consultation, visiting landowners and 
determining what villagers want.  There is no doubt that new houses have to be built but the benefit 
of a Neighbourhood Plan is that the village can recommend certain areas for development, whereas 
without the Plan, the Council will designate the area.  There will be a letter circulated with the 
forthcoming Newsletter  detailing the benefits of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

10. Following the drawn out communications with the Bank over the past 4 years, the Parish 
Clerk confirmed that the required changes have now been made. 

11. Items for the next Agenda to include the position regarding Councillor Roy Cox, The 
Neighbourhood Plan, the P3 status, proposed development at Newtown Cross, update on Newtown 
Inn situation,  2017/2018 Budget, update on the Good Neighbours scheme, update on position 
regarding grant from HALC for designated computer for Parish Council. 

12.  Date of the next Parish Meeting is 13th September 2016 

  


