
Draft MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 17th January 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook,  Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah 
Daw,  Councillor Hazel Walter, and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.   

5 members of the public were present. 

1. Apologies received from Councillor Ian Carr, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and Ann 
Elliott. 

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 
3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 8th November 2016 were approved and signed.  
4. Open Session 
 4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester was unable to attend the meeting due to prior 

commitments but the Clerk read his emailed report as follows:   
Obviously since the last meeting the Christmas holidays meant that nothing much happened. 
However, now we are all back the main issue that the council will grapple with is the decision 
as to whether the council tax will rise significantly due to the government’s announcement 
that councils can add another 6% increase over the next three years to cope with the 
financial demands on adult social care. This percentage increase would be added to the 
planned yearly increase of 1.9%. Some councils are proposing 3% in the first year, 3% in the 
second and nothing further in the third year. Herefordshire Council had planned a 2% 
increase anyway on top of the 1.9% for the next financial year and so this is the decision that 
will take place at the next full meeting of council.  I have not been given any updates 
regarding the application at Newtown Cross nor Newtown Inn. This is disappointing. 
 4.2 Ann Elliott was unable to attend the meeting but again her emailed report was read 
out by the clerk as follows:  There is little to report on the footpath front since the rather 
damp weather has kept us to lanes for the most part.  We notice however that there has 
been no progress with erecting the Kissing Gate on YK4.  Are extra hands needed to get it 
done? 
Councillor Ian Carr was going to speak to the landowner with regard to the gate/stile and he 
will no doubt share his findings at the next meeting. 
4.3 The Tree Warden was unable to attend the meeting. 
4.4 The Lengthsman was unable to attend the meeting and it was agreed that Councillor 
Hazel Walter would contact him with regard to the remaining days work.  Councillor Tom 
Misselbrook agreed to check the salt in the relevant containers on Watery Lane to make 
sure it had been replaced as agreed with the Lengthsman at the last meeting. 
4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook made his report.  He started by expressing gratitude for 
the hard work and commitment to the Parish over many years by Councillor Roy Cox who 
sadly passed away recently.   
He said that he had again been very busy with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.   
4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  
Unfortunately three members had left the group due to personal and work commitments.  
Councillor Tom Misselbrook emphasised the need for volunteers to join the Steering Group.  
It is a very worthwhile project and any parish members wishing to join should contact him.   
The first instalment of the Government Grant (£4000) has been paid into the Parish Council 
Bank Account – most of this will be used to cover the cost of the Consultant.  The return rate 
of the questionnaire sent out to Parish members was 28%; Martin Ennis spent some 
considerable time analysing the results.  These results will be published in the Yarkhill 
Newsletter along with the full report on the Neighbourhood Plan. The Questionnaire for 



local businesses will be issued shortly – the delay being because the member of the steering 
group organising it has left.   It is now a fact that 12 new homes have to be built in Yarkhill 
Parish to meeting Council criteria.  The Neighbourhood Plan will enable the parish to have an 
influence on where these houses are built.  Existing development of four homes on the 
Monkhide site are included in this figure.  The NP display at the Christmas Fair was visited by 
a significant number of people and some interesting points and questions raised. 
The winner of the £50 prize was drawn and the winner was Caroline Borley and the Clerk will 
raise a cheque for this amount. 

4.6.1 Kirkwells Contract.  Kirkwells are the appointed consultants for the NP 
Steering Group.  It was agreed that all Councillors and the Parish Clerk read the draft 
contract because the contract is between Kirkwells and the Parish Council; the 
Parish Council therefore need to give Councillor Tom Misselbrook dispensation to 
sign the contract if he is happy with the outcome of discussions at the next 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting.  This meeting is on 31st January at 
6pm and members of the parish are encouraged to attend.  

5. Litter picking.  The next litter picking day is 11th March, 10am at the Spar car park.  The Clerk 
confirmed the litter picking kits had been ordered and Councillor Hazel Walter volunteered to collect 
them from Hereford and ask for warning signs as well.  After the last litter pick problems arose with 
the bags and rubbish left at the Village Hall ... it was agreed to leave the next litter pick rubbish 
around the back of the village hall and Tom will discuss with Wendy the best place for future litter 
picks. 
 6. The Village Hall.  A new Chairperson has been appointed to the Village Hall Committee, 
namely Sam Kelly.  Councillor Ian Car had raised the matter of the future of the Village Hall in an 
article in the Newsletter.  This resulted in a meeting of the Village Hall committee where it was 
agreed the committee would individually consider future plans for the Hall, taking Parish members 
ideas into consideration, and bring these ideas to the next Village Hall meeting.   
7. As previously raised, there is no news on either the proposed development at Newtown 
Crossroads or the issues with Newtown Inn.  It was generally agreed that both these planning 
matters had been dragging on for far too long and it was agreed that Councillor Tom Misselbrook 
would raise both matters with Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and urge him to gain some definitive 
answers.  
8. With regard to Newtown Inn please see point 7. 
9. On the subject of the Noticeboards Councillor Hazel Walter advised a further donation of 
£500 has been forthcoming from the FTF committee.  This means that the company appointed to 
make the noticeboards  has now had £1000.  Unfortunately, although the wood has been purchased 
for all four boards, they have still not started the construction of them.  Councillor Hazel Walter, 
accompanied by Councillor Tom Misselbrook, agreed to visit the company and urge them to honour 
the agreement. 
 10. The clerk confirmed she had written to the bank four times with no response.  However the 
statements are now being sent on a monthly basis which is what was required. 
 11. With regard to the vacancy for a Parish Councillor the Clerk informed the meeting that she 
had received no applications for the position.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook agreed to write a piece 
for the Newsletter in a bid to arouse some interest. 
12.   Flood Risk Strategy.  Councillor Hazel Walter told the meeting of another community with 
potential flooding risks who had formed a band of volunteers with diggers and tractors and such like, 
who once a week in the summer months did a small amount of flood prevention work, followed by 
Cider and snacks.  She wondered if such a group could be formed within our Parish ... perhaps local 
people would comment on this and see what interest there is.  Councillor Hazel Walter agreed to 
compose a piece for the Newsletter.    It was agreed that any items for the Newsletter should be 
with the Clerk by the evening of Sunday the 22nd January with a view to completing the Newsletter 
by the end of the following week. 
13. The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken with the Locality Steward and that the points 
raised at the previous meeting had been dealt with.  It was agreed that any issues to be dealt with by 



the Locality Steward should be directed to the Clerk who will in turn raise them with the Locality 
Steward.   
14. Details of the Herefordshire Walking Festival to be included in the Newsletter. 
 
 It was agreed to include a section in future Agenda for “Any Other Business”.  The Clerk had 
an item to be discussed which did not fall into any of the previous points.  The Clerk had received 
several emails and telephone calls from Parish members over the past few months regarding two 
pieces of public land in Monkhide.  It was decided that as this was a matter which affected the whole 
parish it should be raised at the Parish Meeting.  The first issue is concerning proper access to the 
public bridleway (YK18) which runs over Mr Peter Ball’s land and the second issue is the upkeep and 
maintenance of the small parcel of common land known as Monkhide Green.  The Clerk has agreed 
to investigate the matters and report back to the Parish Council.  
It was agreed that when the Clerk posts the notices for the Parish Meetings the Agenda should also 
be posted so that Parish members can see what is to be discussed. 
The Parish Council agreed not to adopt the telephone box in Monkhide. 
 
Close Open Session 

15. Payments were made as follows: 
 15.1 PAYE Income Tax   £109.20 
 15.2  Parish Clerk    £436.80 
 15.3 Autela Payroll Svcs   £  22.50 
 
16. Items for the next agenda to include Newtown Crossroads, Newtown Inn, Noticeboards, 
Neighbourhood Plan, Vacancy  for Parish Councillor, Flood Risk Strategy, along with the usual items. 

18. Date of the next Parish Meeting Tuesday 14th March 2017. 


