
MINUTES OF  

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 14th March 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

  

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, 

Councillor Hazel Walter, Councillor Ian Carr, Councillor Jeff Hughes, Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.   

8 members of the public were present. 

1. Apologies received from Ann Elliott. 

2.    There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3.    The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 17th January 2017 were approved and signed 

4.    Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester made his report as follows:  There was a County 

Council meeting in February to set the budget. Council tax was increased by 3.9% of 

which 2% is ring fenced for social care.   A plaque is to be erected in recognition of the 

“Canary Girls” - so called because the material they worked with making bombs in 

Rotherwas during the war turned their skin yellow.  It was suggested that there should 

be a relief road to the east of Hereford but after debate it was decided to that the relief 

road should be in to the West of Hereford as originally planned. Colwall is to have a new 

Primary School funded by Education Funding Authority, National Government and HCC. 

Part of Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester’s role is to work with partner services to deliver 

the Children and Young Peoples Plan, designed to help the health and wellbeing of 

Herefordshire children.  There are currently some 38,000 children in the county.  72% of 

pupils achieved a good level of development in 2015/16 at the end of foundation stage. 

This exceeded the England average of 69.3% and resulted in top quartile performance 

across all local authorities. We are aiming for top quartile performance in all measures 

by the end of 2017/18. Unfortunately Herefordshire has one of the worst records for 

dental health and hygiene in the under 5’s and this is something else to be tackled by 

HCC. Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester is also fighting for fairer funding for Herefordshire 

Schools, of which there are 99.  One parishioner asked Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester 

about the situation regarding Tenant Farmers and the process being undertaken by HCC 

to sell off their Tenant Farms.  It was decided to continue the discussion after the 

meeting. 

I am also actively engaged in attending all of the parish councils that go on in the Three 

Crosses Ward and am assisting members of the public with their specific issues. As 

always I am happy to help in any way I can, email me if it is not urgent, call me if you 



need a quick response. Cllr Jonathan Lester, Herefordshire Councilllor, Three Crosses 

Ward, Cabinet Member for Young People & Children’s Wellbeing. Mb 07966 900975 

jlester@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

4.2 Ann Elliott was unable to attend the meeting but her emailed report was read 

out by the clerk as follows:  “Not done a great deal of walking since the last 

meeting.  Lovely new kissing gate on YK5 on Mr Williams land.  I first used it the day 

after the last meeting.  Another regular user of that path has commented on how good 

it is and that the mesh on the adjacent slat bridge is helpful.  She like me is concerned 

about the state of the bridge joining Mr William's land with Mr Apsey's: broken planks, 

overgrown bramble and loose hand rail. On another note, we thought that the number 

who were at the litter pick by 10.00 last Saturday was disappointingly low”. 

Councillor Ian Carr commented on the condition of the footpaths and the maintenance 

thereof.  He also suggested that the Parish Council should consider upgrading the 

footpath signs – some of which are in a sad state.  He also asked that parishioners walk 

the footpaths and report back on any overgrown or problematical areas so that these 

can be dealt with.  

4.3 The Tree Warden had no problems to report. 

  4.4 The Lengthsman reminded the meeting that it had been decided to work half 

days in the parish instead  of whole days as the work involved did not justify the cost of 

keeping a vehicle in the parish for a whole  day - thus making better use of the 

Lengthsman scheme.   The Lengthsman listed the recent work undetaken  and 

commented on some work needing doing, such as some clearing of the watercourse or 

culvert by the   Church.  Watercourses are the responsibility of the landowner but the 

culverts are the responsibility of the  Lengthsman.   He also pointed out that if stiles 

need replacing the Pond and Footpaths Officer should   inform the landowner to apply 

directly for the stile and it will be replaced like for like and this is part of the  old 

agreement.  All other materials have to be purchased.  The question of the statutory 

footpath signs was  discussed and the Clerk agreed to contact the Locality Steward 

about this.    

4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook explained that most of the items in his report were 

agenda items but he did make a point of thanking the Litter pickers at the weekend for 

their sterling work.   Unfortunately not many people were able to attend and so another 

litter picking date was agreed for April 1st, meeting at the Village Hall at 10.30am.  The 

Clerk to arrange the kits and to include the litter pick details in the Newsletter.  As far as 



Councillors are aware the rubbish bags placed at the Village Hall have not caused any 

problems this time. 

4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

He is delighted with progress thus far and congratulated the members of the Steering 

Group for their hard work.  The stage the Plan has now reached is that the first draft has 

been developed with the help of the consultants, this being based on input from the 

Steering Group, the questionnaires that were sent out to both businesses and homes.  A 

task still awaiting finalisation is the definition of settlement boundaries but this is 

expected to be completed shortly.  The response to the business questionnaire was a 

good 50% response – a summary of the results will appear in the next Newsletter.  

There will be another stand at the Village Hall during the Easter Egg Hunt for local 

people to ask questions. The next stage is to apply for the next part of the funding which 

will enable the consultants to carry out the site assessments on the ten proposed 

developments that the Steering Group have been made aware of and draw up the 

second draft.  On 20th May there will be a formal village consultation NDP meeting to 

present what the Parish proposals say and when all the comments are back from 

Parishioners the final plan can be drafted.  It then goes to HCC for consultation and 

finally we have a formal referendum in the Village – paid for by HCC. To vote for or 

against the Neighbourhood Plan recommendations.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook 

explained that the NDP funds are held in the same account as the Parish funds but are 

treated separately.  The subject of VAT was raised and resolved.   

Councillor Chrissie Dobson recently attended a meeting regarding gipsy settlements and 

Yarkhill appears to be unaffected by any proposals on sites.  Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester pointed out that the meeting was a consultation, plans were not yet finalised and 

so could change. 

5. The new Parish Councillor, Jeff Hughes was accepted by the PC and the Clerk submitted 

the relevant forms.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook thanked Phil Hagger for his interest in the 

Parish Council and explained that there may be a vacancy shortly and he would be very 

welcome to apply.  

6. Litter picking.  This was covered earlier in the meeting. 

7. The Village Hall.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook has spoken to the Chairperson of the 

Village Hall Committee and asked her to keep him informed him of the proposals for the future 

of the Village Hall so that it can be included in the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

8. Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester advised that the proposed development at Newtown 

Crossroads is to be re-advertised, new site notices on a 14 day basis and a recommendation will 

be based on feedback from Highways, drainage and the NDP if any.  He explained that as the 



NDP is at first draft stage it does hold some weight and Councillor Tom Misselbrook agreed to 

approach HCC Planning to this effect. 

9. With regard to the Newtown Inn, Councillor Tom Misselbrook explained the history of 

the matter to the meeting for the benefit of newcomers.  After much discussion it was 

confirmed that papers are being prepared to take the owners of the Newtown Inn back to the 

County Court.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester agreed to keep us updated with any progress.  

It appears the two main items of contention are that Yarkhill has been deprived of a Public 

House and the current owners have acquired the property at a greatly reduced cost on the 

understanding that it was to be a public house 

10. On the subject of Chelwood, the Clerk has written to the planning department who have 

now inspected the site and it appears the building does not have planning permission.  The 

adjacent footpath also appears to be obstructed.  The Planning department are contacting the 

property owners this week and will inform the Clerk of their findings. 

11. Covered in point 10. 

12. With regard to the Porch at Newtown Councillor Tom Misselbrook explained that there 

had been some confusion over a planning application for a single dwelling.  However planning 

has been approved but there had been a clerical error.  The owner was pleased that the NDP 

picked up on the error as it probably saved him further delay and confusion.  

13. With regard to the mobile home at Pound Cottage the Clerk confirmed she had received 

confirmation that provided the mobile home was within the cartilage and was being used as 

temporary accommodation whilst building work was carried out then planning permission was 

probably not required. 

 14. The Clerk confirmed she had walked the bridleway alongside the property belonging to 

Peter Ball and it was in excellent condition and Mr Ball was very obliging with regard to the 

gates currently across the bridleway.   With regard to the Monkhide Green it was suggested 

that the Clerk ask Mr Ball to remove the abandoned car currently parked on the green.  As the 

Green belongs to the Parish it should not be used for the parking of vehicles.  It was also 

suggested that the Tree Warden inspect the tree on the green as it had been reported as 

diseased. 

15. On the subject of the Noticeboards Councillor Hazel Walter confirmed that the 

components for the notice boards have been cut out and are awaiting assembly.  Councillors 

Hazel Walter and Tom Misselbrook agreed to visit and urge the completion of the boards.  It 

was also agreed to investigate the possibility of placing the Newtown Crossroads notice board 

by the loos of the Garage opposite.  Councillor Hazel Walter also confirmed that the FTF 

donation for the notice boards had been agreed and would be forthcoming. 

16.   Flood Risk Strategy.  Councillor Hazel Walter told the meeting that she had received no 



response to her notice in the last Newsletter which was disappointing 

17. The Clerk presented the budget which was approved.   

18. With regard to P3 financing this was included in point 17. 

19. Any Other Business.  Councillor Sarah Daw asked the Clerk if she had been in touch with 

the Locality Steward regarding the reflective bend markers in Monkhide.  The Clerk agreed to 

approach the LS again and also replace the missing reflector on Watery Lane. 

 Councillor Tom Misselbrook informed the meeting it was procedure that the Chairman 

should resign after two years and asked if any other Councillors would like to take over the 

chair in May.  Councillors asked the current Chairman to continue in the role which Councillor 

Misselbrook agreed to do until the NDP becomes a statutory document.   

  

Close Open Sessio 

20. Payments were made as follows: 

 15.1 PAYE Income Tax   £163.80 

 15.2  Parish Clerk    £436.80 

 15.3 KT Gooch     £221.40 

 15.4 HALC     £337.96 

 15.5 Autela Payroll Services  £ 22.50 

 15.6 Lengthsman    £458.40 

  

16. Items for the next agenda to include Newtown Crossroads, Newtown Inn, Noticeboards, 

Neighbourhood Plan, Village Hall, Chelwood and related items, along with the usual items. 

18. Date of the next Parish Meeting and the AGM is Tuesday 9th May 2017. 

  

 


