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To book the Village Hall contact Wendy Nash on 01531 670508 or 07985353025

Village Hall Renovation Plans !!!!!
The results of the Village Plan conducted in 2012 showed that Villagers wanted to keep the Village
Hall but felt it ”does not meet the requirements of the Parish as it stands and needs much
improvement, in order to be fully utilised and encourage further activities.” With this in mind and
following professional consultation we now have an outline plan of improvements that we would like
to present to parishioners. Members of the Village Hall Committee will be available to discuss
proposals and share plans/drawings at the Village Hall on Saturday May 20th between 2pm and 5pm
in conjunction with the NDP Steering Group Presentation. Please come along and see what exciting
times are ahead for Yarkhill— we would love to see as many of you as possible.
VILLAGE HALL NEWS
Thank you to all those that supported the Easter egg hunt; we raised over £200 for Hall funds.
RENOVATION DISCUSSIONS – Saturday 20th May 2-5pm
The first PRODUCE MARKET of 2017 will be on Saturday 27th May from 10am – Noon see poster
attached to newsletter.
COFFEE MORNINGS - held on the 2nd Thursday of every month from 10am – Noon, next one will be
8th June.
Produce Show - will be held on Saturday 12th August – A list of classes is attached but PLEASE
NOTE THERE HAVE BEEN AMENDMENTS TO SOME CLASSES The entry form and show rules
were sent out with last month’s newsletter and another copy will be sent out with Julys newsletter so
don’t worry if you have lost it.
~~~~~~~
The Produce Sale will be held each month in the Village Hall from May to October on the 4th Saturday of each
month – 10am to noon. Refreshments are available and you can pop in for a natter and/or bring your produce.
We have one or two new stall holders this year.

WARNING!!!!
Thieves are in the area and sheds and equipment
should be safely locked away. A catalytic
converter was recently stolen from a car parked
on the owners drive. Please report any suspicious
actions to the Police immediately and STAY
AWARE.

Please note—copy dates for inclusion in the
Yarkhill Newsletter for 2017 are as follows:
July 20th, September 20th and November
20th. All copy to be sent to the Parish
Clerk in writing or by email.

CONTACTS
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Batchelor 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk
EMERGENCY CO-ORDINATOR: Tom Misselbrook 07973 705550. (Sandbags available if required).
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 01531 670508
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437

MINUTES OF
YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
9TH MAY 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall
Present: Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, Councillor
Hazel Walter, Councillor Ian Carr, Councillor Jeff Hughes, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk
Sallyanne Batchelor.
7 members of the public were present.
1. Election of Chairman. Councillor Tom Misselbrook was proposed by Councillor Ian Carr and
seconded by Councillor Hazel Walter. The Clerk assured those present that she had consulted HALC with
regard to the two year limit of term of office and as this was not in the Council’s standing orders it was not
enforceable.
Election of Vice Chairman. Councillor Jeff Hughes was proposed by Councillor Hazel Walter and
seconded by Councillor Chrissie Dobson.
2. Election of Officers. Councillors Chrissie Dobson, Sarah Daw, Hazel Walter and Ian Carr accepted
office. Councillor Ian Carr agreed to continue as Foothpath and Pond Officer and Peter ONeill agreed to
continue as Tree Warden.
3. Apologies for absence. Apologies received from Ann Elliott
4. There were no declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations
5. The minutes of the meeting on 14th March 2017 were approved and signed.
6. Open Session
6.1 Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester made his report as follows. The last HCC meeting was in
March and the Council’s AGM is on the 19th May although not a lot happens at that meeting and
Councillors do not raise motions thus there are no debates or resolutions. The Council Leader is
re-elected as are the Chairmanships of various committees. The Councillors allowance is reviewed at this
meeting – it is currently £7,200. Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester had earlier attended a scrutiny meeting
about attainment and progress in the education of Herefordshire pupils. There are 100 educational
establishments within Herefordshire and prior to budget cuts there were around 20 members of staff
liaising with these schools to monitor attainment and progress. There are now 1.6 members of staff
fulfilling this role (that is 1 full time post and one part-time post) and they are responsible for liaising with
the schools and analysing the results and working with schools to ensure they maintain or raise standards.
In the early years results are above the national average, Key Stage 1 is above national average, as is Key
Stage 2. Statistics are now measured by attainment and progress as opposed to simply using exam results.
Overall Herefordshire is in line with the national average. With regard to 6th forms, 99% of Herefordshire
children are getting A levels at grade A to E and 31.7% of our children are getting A* and A results,
which is considerably above the national average. With regard to Offsted statistics, 92% of Herefordshire primary schools are Good to Outstanding – which is a great statistic. 80% of Secondary schools
were outstanding at the time of the report but this has dropped to 65% following a recent Offsted decision
about one school. The annual cost of running the Social Services Childrens Safeguarding is just over
£8,000,000. This cost is greatly reduced by reducing the number of Agency staff. There are circa 140
children currently within the Safeguarding scheme but this of course varies. There are also 303 children
currently in the care of the council for one reason or another. Following a question from the floor Ward
Councillor Jonathan Lester confirmed that 2% of the 3.9% increase in Council Tax was “ringfenced” for
Adult Social Care.
6.2 Footpath & Pond Officer. Councillor Ian Carr confirmed the work that had been carried out
on various paths and Councillor Chrissie Dobson agreed the improvements were good. Councillor Ian
Carr had not received any comments from parishioners about problems with footpaths. The Clerk read a
report from Ann Elliott who pointed out that nettles are posing a problem at this time of year. The bridge
on Mr Williams land still remains rickety. She also commented on the gates at the bottom end of YK18
which runs from Newtown Crossroads down to Monkhide. The gates are difficult to negotiate and would
be virtually impossible from horseback.

The route of the bridleway is also rather difficult to see from the lane as it is concealed by several large
vehicles. (The Clerk pointed out that the landowner had already cleared the nettles and had agreed to
improve the gates). Ann also pointed out that YK16 looks rather overgrown. Councillor Ian Carr and
Clerk Sallyanne Batchelor agreed to check out some of the footpaths and report back accordingly. It was
also pointed out that we can now ask the Lengthsman to carry out work on the paths and bridleways.
6.3 Tree Warden. Peter ONeill confirmed that the Chestnut tree on the piece of land outside Mr
Ball’s entrance (locally known as Monkhide Green) is healthy and safe. He also expressed the importance of not trimming trees and hedges which are overgrowing power lines – these should be reported to
the appropriate authority (in our case Western Power) for them to deal with. It was noted that the late
frost had affected some trees and shrubs.
6.4 Lengthsman. The Lengthsman was not available.
6.5 The Chairman made his report. He welcomed Councillor Jeff Hughes to the Parish Council.
He then went on to thank the Clerk and her partner Andy for their work over the past year. He added
that the Clerk had put a lot of effort into local matters including one particularly sensitive issue which
was dealt with accordingly. Councillor Tom Misselbrook pointed out that the parish had submitted
fewer planning applications over the past year but where applications have been made the Parish Council
make a site visit and then have the opportunity to submit feedback to HCC expressing their concerns if
any. One long running matter is safety on Stockbridge Road and bearing in mind budget restrictions it is
unlikely that anything will be done in this respect in the foreseeable future. It is a fact that County
Councils are asking Parish Councils to finance more and more local expenditure and as a small Parish
with limited funds this is very difficult and frustrating. Yarkhill has increased its precept this year
(2017/2018) which will give a little more flexibility and will enable a small amount of work on footpaths
to be covered.
6.6 Update on Neighbourhood Development Plan. Councillor Tom Misselbrook explained that
the NDP has now reached a point where the village can be briefed on what the NDP contains. There
will, as previously intimated, be a village consultation on 20th May and details will be distributed with
the Yarkhill Newsletter. The essence of the NDP is that the parish can determine its own future up to
2031, particularly with regard to development. It will be a statutory document so that when HCC receive
planning applications, the NDP and therefore the parish’s preferences, have to be considered. The Parish
preferences are determined as a result of the recent comprehensive questionnaire sent to all parishioners.
Without a NDP HCC can consider developments and tell us where they should be. The purpose of the
Parish consultation on 20th May is to obtain the parish’s view of what the NDP Steering Group is proposing, based on the consultants recommendations and this will be an opportunity for people in the parish to
have their say on where they think development should take place. It is therefore very important for
local people to attend this consultation and make their view known. It will be at the Village Hall
between 2pm and 5pm with the presentation being made at 2.15pm. Hard copies will be available and it
is also on the website. Comment cards will be available. Cream tea will be provided for all attendees.
Following this consultation there is a fairly lengthy process where the Plan has to go before HCC for
their comments, then on to the Government Inspector for his comments and at the end of the day, assuming it hasn’t been rejected along the line, there has to be a village referendum where the whole village
has to say YES or NO to the NDP. The NDP has already had an effect on local development whereby a
developer put forward a plan for 8 dwellings and based on recommendations from the NDP he agreed to
reduce the number of dwellings to 4. We as a Parish have to provide 12 new dwellings within the Parish
and the NDP will allow the Parish to have a say as to where such development takes place. Finally
Councillor Tom Misselbrook asked the Parish Council if it was prepared to fund a small amount of printing on behalf of the NDP and the Parish Council agreed to this.
7. With regard to the planned development for 16 houses at Newtown Crossroads, planning
permission has been refused by HCC on the basis of access safety and flooding risk.
8. With regard to Newtown Inn the owners have agreed to comply with the enforcement notice to
remove everything from the ground floor and aim to do this by the end of this month. Councillor Tom
Misselbrook reiterated that the main objections had been the loss of the local public house and that the
property was purchased as a public house at a considerably lower price than it would have been if sold as
a private dwelling.

9. With regard to building work at Chelwood the Clerk advised that HCC has confirmed that the
building does require planning permission and this has now been submitted on 8th May 2017 and as soon
as it appears on the HCC website a site visit will be requested by the Parish Council. This should also
resolve the problem regarding the problem with the footpath alongside Chelwood which is currently obstructed.
10. With regard to the mobile home at Pound Cottage the Clerk has been advised that the positioning
of the mobile home is outside the curtilage of the property and therefore a planning application needs to
be submitted or the mobile home removed.
11. With regard to “Monkhide Green” the Clerk has carried out extensive investigations and the end
result is that the piece of land known as “Monkhide Green” is in fact highways extent. Relevant persons
have been provided with all the documentation and, as the land does not belong to the Parish, the Parish
Council is no longer is a position to pursue any matters arising. The Clerk made it known that anyone
wishing to view the documentation should contact her. She also added that as far as she was aware the
vehicle parked on the land was due to be removed as it is on the highway without tax insurance or mot.
12. With regard to the Noticeboards, the maker has broken his arm. It was agreed that Councillor Tom
Misselbrook and Councillor Hazel Walter would visit him again.
13. The 2016-2017 accounts are ready for the internal auditor and will be handed to him within the
next few days. A VAT return has been submitted. Once the accounts have been to the internal auditor
they will be posted on the Noticeboards before being sent to final audit.
14. With regard to the old Parish map currently stored in the Hall it was agreed that Councillor Hazel
Walter will approach an archivist for advice in this respect.
15. With regard to the HCC smallholdings estates an explanatory document was made available to the
meeting.
16. Any Other Business. The Clerk confirmed that all advertisers have paid to date and that two new
advertisers have been found. Mr Aspey raised the point of the Yarkhill Charities and the Clerk agreed to
discuss this with Councillor Chrissie Dobson. The Clerk agreed to contact the Locality Steward with regard to the removal of the cats eyes on the A4103 and the lack of white lines where filling in has occurred.
Close Open Session
17. Payments were approved and made as follows:
17.1 PAYE Income Tax
£ 53.40
17.2 Parish Clerk
£438.88
17.3 Data Protection Renewal
£ 35.00
17.4 Came & Company
Parish Council Insurance renewal
£288.46
Village Hall Hire
£ 50.00
18. Items for the next agenda to include Village Hall update from Sam Kelly, Newtown Inn,
Chelwood, Pound Cottage, Noticeboards, Accounts, Old Map preservation, work to B4103.
19. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11th July 2017
MAT ROBERTS CARPENTRY & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Red Kite PEST CONTROL
& Wildlife Management

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN
PROPERTY RENOVATIONS & REFURBS
COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

For all your local Pest Control requirements
Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments
All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests

SKIRTING & ARCHITRAVE
WINDOWS & DOORS
LAMINATE FLOORING
BUILT IN WARDROBES & CUPBOARDS

Specialized Trapping service

Pest Prevention and Proofing

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection
Free Advice ~ Free no obligation Quotations
Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977

044987

GARDEN FENCING & DECKING
UPVC FASCIA, SOFFITS & GUTTERING
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
PLUS MUCH MORE
CALL MAT FOR A FREE QUOTE
07896324441 OR 01531 670624
mathewroberts08@btinternet.com
matrobertscarpentry.co.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE
The Yarkhill Neighbourhood Development Plan initiative continues to make excellent progress:1. The draft Plan is now ready for presentation to the village. We believe that the vision,
objectives and policies put forward in this draft reflect your responses in the survey which
we asked you to complete a while ago. However there are 15 questions in the draft Plan
which we would like you to answer to confirm that we have got it right.
2. Our Consultants have carried out their assessment of proposed housing developments put
forward from the “call for sites” exercise and are recommending which of the sites put
forward are the preferred options. If the community agrees with this assessment then
these sites will be embodied in the NDP
This draft Plan and the Consultants’ recommendations will be available and presented to the village
between 2pm and 5pm on SATURDAY THE 20th MAY 2017 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. THIS IS
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO EXPRESS YOUR VIEWS AND ASK QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF YARKHILL.
Everyone in the village is invited as well as any developers who have submitted proposals for development and a complimentary cream tea will be available to all who come along.
A short presentation by the Chair of the NDP Steering Group will be given at 2.15pm explaining why
we should have a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and what this means for the community.
Copies of the draft NDP will be available to read together with a map highlighting the developments
the Consultants and the NDP Steering Group support. Members of the NDP Steering Group will also
be available to answer your questions.
The NDP is an important document as it has statutory authority which Herefordshire Council must take
account of in any planning decisions it makes related to Yarkhill. Remember, if we don't have an NDP,
then Herefordshire Council will take decisions on planning and development over which the village
and Parish Council will have limited, if any, influence.
At the 20th May event, you will be invited to complete a questionnaire comprising 15 questions which
seek your views on the NDP and its proposals. A summary of these proposals and objectives together
with the questions we would like you to answer are included in this issue of the Yarkhill News.
The Neighbourhood Development Plan and the Consultants Site assessment Report are available on the
website: https://sites.google.com/site/yarkhillneighbourhoodplan
I very much look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the consultation event on Saturday
20th May at 2pm in the village hall.
Tom Misselbrook
Chair Yarkhill Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group

LOCAL TREE SURGEON

NEED HELP WITH ODD JOBS AROUND THE
HOUSE OR GARDEN AND DON’T WANT TO
RELY ON FAMILY AND FRIENDS?
I would like to help and won’t charge the earth!

All Aspects of Tree Work
NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured
JOHN WALSH
01531 670423

07970 879381

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com

Anything considered - mowing lawns, cutting
hedges, clearing gutters, small outside painting
jobs, general household and DIY tasks or even
walking the dog.
My name is Alun and I can be contacted on
01531670508/07497150181 or email
alun.wendy@hotmail.co.uk

St John the Baptist, Yarkhill

CHURCHES SERVICES MAY-JUNE 2017

PC =Parish Communion taken from The Book of Common Worship HC = Holy Communion taken from The Book of Common Prayer
MW =Morning Worship taken from The Book of Common Worship AAW = All Age Worship

If you are interested in learning to ring the new bells please contact our Ringing Master: Ashley Fortey
at Ashley4009@talktalk.net
100 Club Winners
March 2017
Prize No
Winner
£12
£7
£6
£5

73
92
72
123

Caroline Borley
Harvey and Tom Clay
Pippa Lawton-Smith
John Powell

Scaffold tower for hire
The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival have purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised at last year’s event which can be hired by anyone living
in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.
The details of the tower are as follows: Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max platform height: 2.73M, Max
working height: 5M (approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a pair of wheels to allow the tower to be
moved around.
If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667

Newtown Cross Garage
SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS
We not only supply fuel and gas!
We have an extensive grocery shop offering
LOCAL PRODUCE


BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD



POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME



VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD



CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE



BEER FROM STOKE LACY



LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE



FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER



CHEESE FROM LEDBURY

And we are renowned for our



MILK FROM BARTONSHAM



TARTS from Ross

Newtown Cross Garage
Lower Eggleton
Yarkhill
Tel. 01531 670500

HEREFORDSHIRE ARMED FORCES DAY 2017
Herefordshire has strong links with the Armed Forces and we will
again be showing our support for all the men and women who make
up the armed forces community in the County.
We will be holding three events this year.
Monday 19 June 2017 – Flag Raising Ceremony
To celebrate the start of Armed Forces week a flag raising
ceremony will be held at 11.00am at the Hereford Bull
Statue in High Town, Hereford.
Saturday 24 June 2017 – Armed Forces Day
This event to be held in the Shire Hall and High Town
Hereford from 10.00am to 3.00pm
Saturday 24 June 2017 – Armed Forces Day
Concert This will be held in Shire Hall from 7.00pm to
9.00pm and will feature performances by Marches Military
Wives Choir, Stretton Sugwas Primary School, Hereford
Academy and The Shire Boys.
Admission free bith donations for local armed forces charities.
More information will be available closer to the date and will also be
given on https://www.facebook.com/Herefordshire-Armed-ForcesDay-833687586713541/

With thanks to JAC Joinery from the people of Yarkhill for their kind and generous
offer to supply the Parish with new notice boards at a greatly reduced price.

Produce Show Classes—2017

