
MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 11th July 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson,  Councillor Hazel 

Walter, Councillor Jeff Hughes, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk Sallyanne 

Batchelor.   

5 members of the public were present. 

1. Apologies received from Councillor Ian Carr, Councillor Sarah Daw, Terry Griffiths 

and Ann Elliott. 

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3. The Minutes of the Parish Annual Meeting on 14
th

 March 2017 were approved and 

signed 

4. Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester made his report as follows:  The Budget 

Consultation has to be done every year and of course there is always pressure on HCC 

to make savings.  He confirmed that  HCC has to aim to be reliant only on Council 

and Business Tax by 2020.  There is a recognised over spend with the Children’s 

Social Care sector .. as Ward Councillor Jonathan  Lester explained there can never be 

a definitive number of Children requiring help at any one time and this number can go 

up and down without warning.  Children requiring Council Care are as a result of 

various forms of abuse and there are currently 310 children in Council Care; the 

budgeted figure is based on 180 children. The cost of providing Foster Care is far less 

that if a child needs to be institutionalised, when the cost is in the region of  £4,000 

per week.  It is important to remember that aside from Rubbish Collection and  

Transport issues, the Council saves children’s lives and looks after them whilst 

alternative accommodation is found for them.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester is 

currently working on the Corporate Parenting Strategy which involves services across 

the board such as school and GPs.  This is a document that highlights the fact that by 

law those children looked after by HCC are their corporate children and HCC has a 

legal responsibility for those children in the same way that parents have a 

responsibility to their children and it is important that children in HCC care have the 

same opportunities and prospects are their peers.  A recent consultation where 

Children in Care were questioned about their experiences highlighted this fact.  One 

child said that it took a month to gain approval for him to stay overnight with a friend 

and so this is an area where changes need to be made to give children in care as near 

normal a life as possible.     HCC has identified that children with special needs 

between the ages of 16 and 19 will need more further education provision and so the 

Government was approached for funding and the initial bid was successful so there is 

the possibility of approximately £2m of Government funding for a new school in 

Herefordshire specifically for that group by 2020.   HCC is striving to improve health 

in our children at school age.  There is a new Cabinet Meeting where members of the 

public can ask HCC any question – at the last meeting the only question raised was 

one of fire safety following the Grenfell tragedy.  There are no buildings in 

Herefordshire using that type of cladding.  HCC are constantly being updated on the 

safety of building materials.   With regard to the tenant farm sales, the bids are all in 

and the outcome is very positive and Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester will be in a 

position to update us further at the September Parish Meeting.  He agreed to write to a 

member of the Parish in order to answer the parishioners question regarding the cost 

to HCC of compensation payments to tenant farmers.  The first part of the by pass has 



been approved and work will be commencing – the other two stages are yet to be 

approved.  The by pass will run to the west of Hereford as originally planned.  

4.2 The Clerk had received an email regarding overgrown footpath ESG20.  The 

Clerk read a written comment from Councillor Ian Carr in which he pointed out that 

he has cleared this particular path on several occasions despite the fact that it is a 

Stretton Grandison path.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Parish Clerk at Stretton 

Grandison to make them aware of the complaint.  Councillor Ian Carr also pointed out 

that the sign on the footpath from the Village Hall to Westhide needs replacing.  Ann 

Elliott was unable to attend the meeting but her emailed report was read out by the 

clerk as follows:  “YK1 not walked recently. YK2 Monksbury Court to Watery Lane 

ok except overgrown hawthorn shoots at the midway stile.  We will take secateurs 

next time we go that way.  The gate on the opposite side of  Watery Lane does not 

seem to open.  YK3 not walked.  YK4 & YK5 ok except for rather wobbly bridge 

referred to previously.  YK16 overgrown on stretch from A4103.  YK18 Peter Ball 

cleared this yesterday afternoon.  YK19 ok.”  The Clerk also agreed to supply 

Councillor Jeff Hughes with a copy of the footpaths map. 

4.3 The Tree Warden had no problems to report other than that the dry hot 

weather has meant that leaf drop is heavier than usual.  He also pointed out the 

branches overhanging the main road in places and the Clerk agreed to contact the 

Highways Agency.   

 4.4 The Lengthsman was unable to attend the meeting and the Clerk read his 

report as follows:  “Roads.  Routine maintenance schedules are on hold to maintain 

sufficient availability of funds for winter schedules.  If the PC wish to have some 

interim work done please advise.  P3.  As crops are starting to be cleared and ground 

conditions are good for accessing the paths and structures, if the PC have any work 

pending please advise.  General.  We have arranged to do part maintenance days for 

our smaller parishes where funds are limited following the reduced grant available 

from HCC.  If need be we can tie up any minor tasks alongside similar work for 

nearby parishes.  

4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook informed the meeting that he had recently 

attended a HALC course for Chairman of Parish Councils – updating him on 

procedures and practices that have to be adhered to.  He confirmed that Yarkhill PC 

are virtually up to speed with correct procedures.  One or two are to be changed – the 

first being the removal of “Any Other Business” and the introduction of “Questions 

from the Floor”.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the Field To Fork Festival 

was once again a great success – raising a total of £5,929.00.  The amount going to 

Strong Young Minds will be £4,249.00 and the amount to the community is 

£1,749.00.  This money is for the benefit of the community and it is likely that the 

FTF members will be asking for ideas from the parish as to how the money can be 

best used.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook said that one idea he would put forward was 

for some signs for use when litter picking – thus improving safety of volunteers.  

Unfortunately the members of the FTF committee have taken the sad decision not to 

run the event again.  It seems that the organisation and running of the event falls very 

much on the shoulders of the same few people each year and it has understandably 

become too much.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook also attended the HCC Budget 

meeting and has circulated the Councillors with the slides from that presentation.  In a 

nutshell HCC has to save £10m over the next 2 years, £3.9m will have to come from 

Adult Social Care and approx £2.5m from Childrens Social Care.  We also need to be 

aware that in 2020 there will be no Government Grant and all funding of HCC will be 

entirely dependant upon Council Tax and Business Rates.  As far as Yarkhill Parish 

Council is concerned we are managing our finances reasonably well at the moment 

and we do have reserves which at the present time is not a bad thing as support from 

HCC will decrease as time goes on. Although we can support some expenses like the 

Lengthsman and emergency situations (sandbags and the like) we are unable to 



finance very costly changes such as traffic improvements because the minimum cost 

for some of the small changes would be in the region of £8,000 

4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

He explained that the Plan has reached a very significant moment.  It is hoped that on 

July 21
st
 2017 the formal consultation process will commence and at that point the 

NDP will start to have an influence with HDC in relation to Yarkhill planning 

decisions. In effect the NDP Steering Group now hand the Plan back to the Parish 

Council for approval and taking it through the next stages.  However, the Core 

Steering Group of 4 people will deal with administration and work necessary to bring 

the Plan to a satisfactory conclusion.  It is a 70 page document which is an indication 

of the work that has been involved.  The 60 day consultation period will give parish 

members the opportunity to make formal comments on the plan.  The document can 

be viewed on the NDP website (which in turn can be accessed via a link from the 

Yarkhill Parish website).  There will also be a hard copy of the Plan in the porches of 

the village hall and Church and the Parish Clerk will have a copy for anyone to 

borrow, read and return to her.  There will be a Consultation announcement leaflet in 

the Yarkhill Newsletter which will make it clear how to respond and provide 

comments.  This will be either  by email or by completing a Representation Form  

which can be placed in collection boxes in the Village Hall or the Church.  There is 

also an obligation to email or write to all interested parties.  All information about the 

NDP is on the NDP website.  Once all the responses are collected at the end of the six 

week period the Plan (amended if necessary according to feedback and following 

review by HDC)  goes before the Government Inspector and then to the Parish for the 

referendum.  Once completed the Plan has statutory power and HCC will have to take 

account of the NDP in any planning decisions affecting Yarkhill.  The Parish 

Councillors present approved the NDP to move forward to the consultation stage.  

There will be an Extraordinary Parish Meeting for Parish Councillors to discuss the 

NDP in more depth and the future development of the village and this was arranged 

for 27
th

 July 2017.  Any comments will then be fed in formally through the 

Representation process. Councillor Tom Misselbrook will approach Wendy Nash with 

regard  to using the Village Hall.  Other items to be discussed at the EPM are the 

procedures highlighted by the HALC course and the Parish Council Code Of 

Conduct.    

5. Bob Aspey updated the meeting on the Village Hall.  The windows are currently 

being replaced with double glazed units and French doors.  He also advised that since 

Councillor Ian Carr had resigned from the Village Hall Committee the Parish Council was 

entitled to appoint another Councillor to the Committee.   

6. The Clerk agreed to resend the Code of Conduct letter to the Parish Councillors so 

that this could be considered at the EPM 

7. The Clerk updated the meeting on recent planning applications.  The Councillors has 

visited two sites.  The first at Newtown Cottage where it was considered one dwelling would 

be preferable to two, given the space available.  The other being at Little Woodmanton where 

the Councillors only concerns were the mature trees and the drainage ditch affected by the 

proposed access.  A site visit was not considered necessary for a proposed single storey 

extension at a property in Newtown.  The question of the cattle feeder on “Monkhide Green” 

was raised and the Clerk confirmed that as far as she was aware this was all in hand. 

8. It was confirmed that the owners of Newtown House (formerly Newtown Inn) have 

complied with the courts and have vacated the downstairs area.  It was pointed out by a 

member of the public that the HCC Planning Department seem very slow in making decisions 

– for example the length of time it took for the proposal for 16 houses at Newtown Cross to 

be decided and the course of action taken with Newtown Inn, neither of which appeared to 

take local opinion into account. 

9. The Clerk updated the meeting regarding the planning issues at Chelwood.  The 

owners of the property have been asked to provide all required information and if this is not 

forthcoming enforcement action will be taken.  



10. On the subject of the mobile home situated at Pound Cottage the owners have been 

given time to consider their options.  

11. With regard to Noticeboards Councillor Tom Misselbrook confirmed that he and 

Councillor Hazel Walter had visited the person making the noticeboards.  They are now made 

and are just waiting for the glass fronts to be fitted.  We have been promised that the notice 

boards will be installed by the end of July. In light of previous unfulfilled promises, if they 

are not finished by the end of July then further action will need to be taken, bearing in mind 

he has already been paid for two of the boards and has been given free advertising in the 

Newsletter.  The Clerk advised she was not prepared to use the board by the Church as she 

considers it to be dangerous.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook agreed to post any notices until 

the new one is installed. 

12. Andy Lees updated the meeting regarding the website.  He has changed the server 

which used to cost £88 per annum, to his own server which will cost £25 per annum plus a 

one off payment of £18 to the previous server as a transfer charge.  The website is now easier 

and quicker to access and maintain.  It was agreed to change the website picture for 

something more personal to Yarkhill. 

 13. With regard to the water pollution at the far end of Monkhide the Clerk confirmed she 

had contacted Welsh Water and the problem had been resolved very quickly.  

 14. Several cases of fly tipping have been seen around Yarkhill, both at the Shucknall end 

of Stokebridge Road and in Monkhide itself.  The Clerk has been sent several photographs 

and she agreed to contact the appropriate authorities.  It was also considered acceptable for a 

local farmer to put a chain across his entrance on Stokebridge Road to try and prevent further 

fly tipping and Councillor Hazel Walter agreed to inform the farmer accordingly.   

15. It had been suggested by a parishioner that the Parish Meeting day be changed from a 

week night to a Saturday.  The Clerk is not available at weekends and most of the Parish 

Councillors have other commitments at the weekend.  It was therefore considered impractical 

to change the day. 

16.   Any Other Business (which will be known as Questions from the Floor henceforth).  

A request was made that the Yarkhill Charities would produce a financial statement for the 

next meeting. They are not obliged to do this but will endeavour to do so. 

The question of the increasing amount of Ragwort on the verges was raised and the Clerk 

agreed to approach the appropriate authority.   

With regard to the old Tythe Map currently kept in the Village Hall, Councillor Hazel Walter 

has determined that it is the property of the Church and thus she will ask the Church how they 

would like the map to be kept and preserved. 

The cats eyes removed from the A4103 will not be replaced – instead thicker white lines have 

been incorporated. 

 

Close Open Session 

17. Payments were made as follows: 

 17.1 PAYE Income Tax   £106.80 

 17.2  Parish Clerk    £439.20 

 17.3 Autela Payroll Services  £  33.60 

 17.4 K T Gooch Ltd   £287.47 

 17.5 Andy Lees      £  25.00 

 17.6 Andy Lees    £  18.00 

 

18. Items for the next agenda to include  Noticeboards, Neighbourhood Plan, Village 

Hall, Chelwood, Pound Cottage, The Tythe Map and related items, along with the usual 

items. 

19. Date of the next Parish Meeting is Tuesday 19
th

 September 2017. 


