
MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL EXTRAORDINARY PARISH MEETING 

Held 27th July 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Jeff Hughes, 

Councillor Ian Carr and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.   

8 members of the public were present. 

1. Apologies received from Councillor Hazel Walter.  

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3. The Chairman explained that the purpose of the Extraordinary Meeting was to discuss 

the progress of the Neighbourhood Development Plan in more detail for the benefit of 

Councillors absent from the previous meeting.  The Plan is now at the formal consultation 

stage.  The Parish Council had also been made aware of two planning applications and so 

took the opportunity to carry out site visits and discuss the applications at this meeting.  

Councillor Ian Carr explained that when NDP consultations have taken place he has been 

unable to attend for various work related reasons and so he has had no involvement or say 

with regard to the NDP.  A lengthy discussion ensued during which Martin Ennis from the 

NDP steering group read the objectives which form the essence of the NDP – all of which 

can be found shaded green within the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  Councillor Jeff 

Hughes reminded the meeting that the NDP is now at the formal consultation stage which 

means that Parishioners and Parish Councillors alike can put forward their personal views on 

the Plan. It was agreed that the date of the next NDP Steering group meeting would be 

arranged so that Councillor Ian Carr would be able to attend.   

4. With regard to Local Council procedures the Chairman reminded the meeting that he 

had recently attended a HALC training course for Chairpersons.  There were three matters 

arising – one being that it is no longer necessary to have proposers and seconders but the 

Councillors all agreed that we would carry on as that suited us best; the second point was that 

there should not be an item for “Any Other Business” and it was agreed to rename this 

“Questions from the Floor”; the final point being that there should be a be a need for a 

“Chairmans Report” because all items should be covered under the agenda points..  However 

the consensus of opinion was that we should have a “Chairmans Review” 

5. With regard to the Code of Conduct it was decided that this item would be covered at 

the meeting in September following the course which the Clerk will be attending covering 

this matter. 

6. With regard to the planning application for 6 houses, put forward by Mr & Mrs 

Mannion.  The Councillors had visited the proposed site prior to the meeting and Mrs 

Mannion and her agent, Mr Phipps, were on hand to answer questions and the Parish Council 

will make representation to the Planning Department of HC.  The Chairman then asked the 

Councillors for their comments regarding the application.  Councillor Jeff Hughes 

commented that there was a risk of over development in Newtown; the proposed site is 

currently a green field; it would be ribbon development which effectively extends the 

boundary of development in Newtown into open countryside and not infill development 

which was preferred; the question of traffic poses a large problem as the development is in 

close proximity of the busy crossroads and also on a blind bend.  It was suggested that instead 

of using the proposed new access point it would be desirable to use the existing entrance as a 

shared access.  He also raised the question of lorries delivering building materials on a 

dangerous stretch of road and the absence of any pedestrian footpath from the proposed site 

to the one local shop. A point was also raised that there is another planning application 

effectively next door to this site and if both applications were approved this would result in 

10 new dwellings and two new access points.  Councillor Ian Carr stated that he was not in 

favour of ribbon development for the parish.  He also reiterated the lack of pedestrian 



pavements and the dangerous access points.   Although Newtown is an area where 

development would be appropriate, it would be better to see infill development away from 

the main road.  Mrs Mannion pointed out that this was only outline planning permission and 

that items such as access sharing and the layout of the dwellings were yet to be finalised.  

Councillor Jeff Hughes said that he personally supported the previous application from Mr & 

Mrs Mannion for a house for themselves on the site but that he was not in favour of 

application for a further 5 dwellings on the same site.  The Chairman confirmed the points 

raised which should be forwarded to the Planning Department as:  over development of 

Newtown; it is a green field site; it is ribbon development; the access is in what is considered 

to be a dangerous area close to the crossroad one way and a blind bend the other way; the 

handling of lorries delivering building materials; there is no pedestrian pathway and the 

physical number of dwellings proposed.  

 

7. With regard to the planning application for a development of four dwellings put 

forward by Mrs Kelly.  Again the Councillors had taken the opportunity of visiting the 

proposed development site, situated in her paddock at the end of a cul-de-sac.  The access to 

be from the main road a fair way down from the crossroads and with a wide entrance for ease 

of visibility.  It was confirmed that the proposal is for four three bedroomed properties with 

link detached garages.  Councillors were asked for their comments.  Councillor Ian Carr 

expressed the view that it is an infill site away from the main road and does not use up 

agricultural land.  He was of the opinion that the number of dwellings was rather high 

density.  The Chairman agreed that the proposed development was high density.  He also 

pointed out that although the road is straighter at this location and further away from the 

crossroads, it is still on the main road.  Again this is only an outline planning application and 

it is most likely that the access for material deliveries will be using the new access point as 

opposed to the existing cul-de-sac.  The question of sewage and waste water disposal was 

raised and it was confirmed that this should be raised with the Planning Department.  The 

Chairman confirmed the points to be raised with the Planning Department are as follows:  

The Parish Council are happy with the proposed location of the development although the 

number of dwellings proposed is too high density; the access would need to be carefully 

planned from a safety point of view and the water disposal aspect would need to be 

considered.   


