
MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 19th September 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, 

Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Ian Carr, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk 

Sallyanne Batchelor.   

9 members of the public were present. 

1. All Councillors present. 

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 11
th

 July 2017, Extraordinary Meeting on 27
th

 

July 2017 and Extraordinary Meeting on 10
th

 August 2017 were approved and signed 

4. Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester made his report as follows:  Herefordshire 

Council has been working in partnership with the Wye Valley Trust and the CCG 

(Clinical Commissioning Group).  We can tap into a fund called the Better Care Fund 

which is given by the NHS to make sure that HCC pay for services related to health 

and also services related to social care, for example home from hospital care.  In 

return HCC have to reduce bed-blocking figures.  The NHS has given targets to all 

County Councils which they must achieve in order to obtain the Better Health Fund.  

These targets are deemed to be excessive and impossible to meet.  HCC along with 

other County Councils are asking for negotiations to reduce targets to a realistic level.  

HCC has submitted its plan for the funding and is confident it can achieve the target.  

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has been asked to chair the Health and Wellbeing 

Board and will be endeavouring to bring the various organisations together to achieve 

a more efficient service.  HCC has been consulted on a merger between the Council, 

the Police and the Fire Service.  Discussions are taking place on this matter to reach a 

mutually beneficial agreement. At the recent HCC cabinet meeting there was only one 

item for discussion, namely the proposal to change the administration and 

organisation of children’s’ centres of which there are 10 in Herefordshire, 8 run by 

HCC, 1 by the Church and 1 by a private organisation.  The proposal is that 3 of the 

centres should be run by the neighbouring schools.  None of the centres are to be 

closed but the administration and organisation is under review to make best use of the 

assets.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester recently had the privilege of welcoming the 

Duchess of Gloucester to Hereford Town Hall as she had expressed an interest in 

visiting HCC foster care service.  The Duchess was introduced to the foster caring 

team, foster carers and several children in foster care – two of which were 9 month 

old twins.  £5m of Government funding has been made available for road 

improvements in Herefordshire and although there will inevitably be some disruption, 

the improvements will benefit the county.    

4.2 Councillor Ian Carr informed the meeting that he and the Clerk had inspected 

the footpaths within the Parish and notified the Locality Steward of areas requiring 

attention, such as missing or broken signs.   

4.3 The Tree Warden had no problems to report other than there are still branches 

overhanging the main road in places and the Clerk agreed to contact the Highways 

Agency again.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook expressed his concern about the 

proximity of trees to power cables; the relevant companies had been contacted but no 

response as yet.  It was noted that the travellers have returned to their usual spot and 

there is likely to be some tree damage which may require attention.  At this juncture 

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester advised that a proposal had been made to enlarge 

existing traveller sites instead of creating new ones. 



 4.4 The Lengthsman was unable to attend the meeting. The Clerk was asked to 

contact him with regard to ensuring gulleys and drains are cleared in readiness for the 

possibility of heavy rain over the autumn and winter months.  

4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook informed the meeting that the points in his report 

would all be covered in the agenda.  Money has been saved due to a change in the 

planned notice boards and this will hopefully free some funds from the Field to Fork 

Festival to purchase some signs to be used during the litter picks, thus improving the 

safety of volunteers. 

4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The NDP is now in the formal consultation period.  The Plan can be viewed on the 

NDP website.  An email from HCC was received just before the meeting with 

comments on the NDP.  There seemed to be minimal comments which is 

encouraging.  The next stage is for the Steering Group to meet – the meeting will be 

advertised on the notice boards and will be held on 12
th

 October at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.  At this time the Steering Group will consider all the responses from the 

Parish and HCC.  The Steering Group will then have to decide whether they wish to 

amend the report. 

5. Bob Aspey apologised for the lack of heating in the hall during improvements and 

Councillor Tom Misselbrook congratulated the Village Hall committee on the work so far.  

The Village Hall AGM will take place on Thursday 27
th

 September at 7.30pm. 

 6. Helen Parker updated the meeting regarding the Yarkhill Charity.  This is a parish 

charity with funds available to Parish members for a variety of different needs.  The accounts 

were distributed to the Councillors and if any person wishes to view the accounts they should 

contact the Clerk in the first instance.  It was agreed that the Trustees would provide 

examples of what the funds could be used for, for insertion in the Newsletter. 

 7. Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester apologised to the meeting because his colleague had 

failed to arrive in order to clarify the situation regarding Tenant Farms.  The matter will be 

postponed to the next meeting 

8. The Clerk updated the meeting on the new Code of Conduct.  Basically the new code 

is simpler and easier to understand.  It defines Declaration of Interest more clearly and 

incorporates and new section for declaration of interest where no financial gain is part of the 

equation.  The Clerk will provide new Declaration of Interest forms to the Councillors.  It 

was agreed to accept the new Code of Conduct. 

9. The Clerk confirmed that an advertisement for the vacancy of Parish Councillor was 

now displayed on the Notice boards and would appear in the Newsletter. 

10. With regard to the Newtown Inn, which is now being marketed by Sidney Phillips, a 

company specialising in the sale of public houses, the Clerk confirmed that the Parish 

Councillors were awaiting a meeting with a potential buyer who successfully runs several 

licenced premises in the area.  It was agreed that the Parish would not be expressing an 

interest in purchasing the public house; although borrowing money for Councils was very 

cheap at the current time it was considered to be too risky for a small Parish Council; 

however it was pointed out that if the Newtown Inn was to re-open it would be important to 

support the venture. 

11. With regard to the retrospective planning application at Chelwood the Clerk 

confirmed that despite being unable to contact the applicant, the Parish Councillors had 

visited the site via the footpath which runs along the boundary of the property.  There were 

no objections to the barn and the Clerk conveyed this to the planning department on the 

understanding that the building would only be used for the purpose stated in the application.  

It was also noted that the footpath (WB8) was very overgrown and almost inaccessible. 

12. On the subject of the mobile home situated at Pound Cottage the owners have decided 

to make a planning application for the mobile home with a three year limit.  There have been 

no developments with regard to any of the recent planning applications.   

12.1 With regard to the piece of land known locally as Monkhide Green, the 

Chairman and the Clerk met with a representative from the Highways Department.  He 

suggested that the Parish Council could be given a licence to look after and maintain the 



green for the benefit of the parish.  However, as there are ongoing legal proceedings which 

involve this piece of land it was decided to decline the licence at this stage. 

 13, Notice Boards.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook confirmed that Nick Nenadich and Peter 

Crawford had met with the company who were to build and supply the notice boards and the 

boards, although not yet finished, have been collected and will be finished by a local 

craftsman for a lesser sum of circa £420.  The original outlay was expected to be £2,500 and 

so taking into account the £1,000 already paid to Designer Creations and the £420 to finish 

the boards there is a significant saving.  We might have our notice boards installed by the end 

of the year.  The Clerk confirmed that Designer Creations had forwarded the guarantee for 

the wood used for the boards. 

14. With regard to the Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation Councillor Tom 

Misselbrook suggested that as this is a 77 page document the Parish Councillors should read 

through it and send their comments to the Parish Clerk. 

15. Councillor Jeff Hughes updated the meeting with regard to Fibre Broadband.  He 

thanked those who completed the Fastershire survey.  There are 22 areas of Herefordshire 

bidding for a chunk of  funding to provide fibre broadband to those areas of Herefordshire 

that were not included in the recent installations and we should know shortly if Yarkhill has 

been successful  in obtaining some of that funding.  If not we will have to look at alternatives 

such as getting BT to fill in areas of Yarkhill that currently don’t have fibre broadband.  

Several parts of the Parish have fibre broadband but other areas do not.  There was some 

concern expressed about the questionnaires from Fastershire not reaching all households – 

several people at the meeting had not received a questionnaire. 

16. The precept for 2018 was discussed and Parish Councillors were asked to consider the 

options and bring their views to the next meeting to enable the Clerk to apply for the precept 

before the deadline date.  The increase last year was 1.9%. 

17. Cheryl Evans of Upper Cottage explained her desire to purchase a small pocket of 

land, adjacent to her home and currently owned by Highways.  After a brief discussion there 

were no objections from the Parish Councillors. 

18. A brief discussion took place about the positioning of the Milestones and it was 

agreed to leave them as they are. 

19. The damaged road sign on the Leominster Road towards Newtown Cross has not been 

rectified and the Clerk will again approach Highways. 

20. Litter Picking.  It was agreed to arrange Litter Picking for the 2
nd

 December and the 

notification of this to be on the front page of the Newsletter to be published is mid November. 

21.  The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting whilst the Clerk’s remuneration was 

discussed.  It was agreed that the Chairman would investigate the current rate of pay and 

advise accordingly. 

22. Questions from the floor.  The old map was discussed and Councillor Sarah Daw 

confirmed that her father had offered to take the map to the archivist storage facility for 

safekeeping.  The Chairman asked her to thank her father on behalf of the Parish Council.  

Councillor Sarah Daw and Hazel Walter to liaise. 

23. Payments were made as follows: 

 23.1 PAYE Income Tax  £107.00 

 23.2 Parish Clerk salary  £439.00 

 23.3 Autela Payroll Services £ 33.60 

24. Items for the next agenda to include Precept, Planning matters, Notice Boards, Litter 

Picking, Clerk’s remuneration, Village Hall update, Tenant Farms,  

25. Date of the next meeting 14
th

 November 2017.  Any other items for the agenda to be 

sent to the Clerk with details of why it should be included, by 1
st
 November. 


