
MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 14th November 2017 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, 

Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Ian Carr, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk 

Sallyanne Batchelor.   

5 members of the public were present. 

1. All Councillors present. 

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 19
th

 September 2017 were approved and signed 

4. Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester made his report as follows:  The Police & 

Crime Commissioner (P&CC) was attempting to merge the Police & Crime 

Commissioners Service with the local Fire Authorities.  All 4 Councils in the West 

Mercia area did not like the initial proposal and so put forward their objections to the 

plan.  The P&CC has decided to put forward their proposal to the Secretary of State 

anyway so it is quite controversial in that the plan has not taken on board the declared 

concerns.  The decision of the Secretary of State is awaited.  Another Herefordshire 

Parish Council has lost several Parish Councillors and Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester has joined as a Parish Councillor in order to maintain their quadrate status.  He 

is now a member of 10 Parish Councils.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has also 

been charged with chairing the Health and Well-being Board which is a very 

important Forum for all Health professionals and HC to get together and resolve the 

Health and Well-being issues throughout the  County.  A new Director of Public 

Health has just been appointed – Karen Wright – again a really important role bearing 

in mind our ageing population plus the poor statistics with regard to dental health in 

children.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has been in meetings with stakeholders in 

the Voluntary Sector and Independent Sector with regard to writing a new Children 

and Young Peoples Plan post 2018 because the current plan comes to an end in March 

2018.  At the recent Council Meeting the Youth Justice Plan was presented.  As a 

matter of interest of the 40,000 children in the County only 125 are in the Youth 

Justice Scheme.  The re-offending rate is slightly up but the frequency of reoffending 

is down.  Overall over the past few years there is a decline in the number of young 

offenders.  The Travellers Development Plan document went before full council and 

was approved.  It was decided to slightly enlarge existing sites instead of creating new 

sites.  The next Cabinet Meeting includes discussion about the compulsory land 

purchases for the next section of the by-pass. The land that needs to be purchased can 

be viewed on the Cabinet website.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester was asked about 

the large overspend on the new council offices.  For explanation there is a detailed 

auditors report which will be available to view following an investigation into the 

overspend. 

4.2 Councillor Ian Carr informed the meeting that no problems had been reported 

with the footpaths.  A three way pointer sign has been obtained and Councillor Ian 

Carr will liaise with the Lengthsman regarding erection of the sign. He will also 

investigate the cost of replacing damaged signs. Councillor Ian Carr suggested that 

the Parish take part in the Walking Festival and asked for volunteers to manage the 

walks, which he would be happy to organise and plan.  Councillor Ian Carr also asked 

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester if he would look into the possibility of obtaining 

help from persons serving community service orders. 

4.3 The Tree Warden had no problems to report. 



 4.4 The Lengthsman was unable to attend the meeting. The Clerk confirmed that 

the Lengthsman had carried out the gulley clearing.  The Lengthsman had reported 

that in certain areas of Yarkhill residents had seen fit to dump grass clippings in the 

ditches and this could have a serious impact on drainage and potential flooding.  It 

was agreed that this would be mentioned in the Newsletter. 

4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook informed the meeting that the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (NDP) has been at the forefront of matters over the past few 

months.  There have been several planning matters which have been dealt with.  

Concern has been raised about a spate of break ins and this is covered later in the 

Agenda.  When the Parish Council is notified of any planning matters in the Parish the 

Parish Councillors visit the site and make their views (which reflect the views of the 

majority of parishioners) known to the planning authority.  These comments can be 

accessed by anyone by visiting the HCC planning website. 

4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The NDP is now at a very significant stage in that the Parish Council now has to make 

a decision to take the NDP to Reg 16 stage.  This involves submitting the document 

formally to Hereford Council.  The Parish Council then takes over responsibility for 

the NDP although the NDP Steering Group will still be giving support as required.  

Following the consultation period several representations were made and two 

potential developers asked for the settlement boundary at Newtown to be changed.  

After two significant meetings including presentations from the developers and 

attended by many residents it was decided that the settlement boundaries should not 

be changed because it was not what was wanted by local people.   Councillor Tom 

Misselbrook asked the Parish Councillors formally if they were happy for the NDP 

document to go forward to Herefordshire Council for Regulation 15 at which point 

HC will go through a process of consultation.  With one exception the Parish 

Councillors gave their approval to the NDP going forward.  The next stage is that the 

Parish Clerk will formally write to HC sending all the relevant documents.  A further 

consultation period of 6 weeks will then be announced during which time 

representation can be made with regard to the content of the NDP.  Once that period is 

over and any amendments have been made the NDP document goes to a Government 

inspector for formal review as a result of which further amendments may be requested 

and then the NDP document is the subject of a local referendum whereby all Yarkhill 

residents can vote for or against the NDP.  This referendum is expected to take place 

around March/ April 2018.  If  local approval is gained then the NDP becomes a 

statutory document allowing the Parish to have an influence in where development 

should take place and if not approved any such decisions will be taken by HC without 

consulting the parish.   

5. Councillor Sarah Daw updated the meeting with regard to the Village Hall.  Work is 

almost finished on the main part of the hall.  A few bits remain to be done including the 

lighting.  The Church has made a booking for mid December when 40 people will be sitting 

down for a meal.  A new oven has been purchased and the kitchen will be revamped.  The 

tenants in the School House are moving out and once the property has had some work done it 

will be available for let once again.  There will be a Christmas event and this will be 

advertised in the forthcoming Newsletter.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook asked if any of the 

Parish Councillors would like to take up a Trustee position on the Village Hall Committee.  

There were no volunteers. 

6. Councillor Tom Misselbrook welcomed the Land Agent, George Thompson, who had 

attended the meeting to clarify the situation regarding the sale of Tenant Farms.  Mr 

Thompson confirmed that compensation had been paid to Tenant farmers where necessary in 

order to offer the farms for sale with no sitting tenants. The amount of compensation paid 

was outweighed by the increased sale value of vacant possession farms.   

7. The Clerk thanked those Parish Councillors who had completed and returned their 

Declaration of Interest forms and confirmed that upon receipt of the remaining forms she 

would formally accept the new Code of Conduct.   



 

8. The Clerk confirmed that an advertisement for the vacancy of Parish Councillor had 

been displayed on the Notice boards and in the Newsletter.  Two people had made initial 

contact but nothing further has been heard from them.  The advert will be placed in the 

Newsletter again.  This is a great opportunity for a local resident to make contribute to the 

development of the village and represent parishioners on planning and other matters which 

can have a significant effect on the community.  It can be an interesting and rewarding 

position and the only requirement is that a Councillor attends a Parish Meeting every two 

months and occasionally planning site meetings, although if you want to make a greater 

contribution it would be very welcome. 

9. With regard to the Noticeboards, three of the four new boards are now complete and 

will be erected within the next few days.  The Clerk agreed to investigate a better location for 

the notice board at the Newtown Crossroads.   

10. The Budget and Accounts to date were presented and discussed.  

11. Following discussion four Parish Councillors voted for a 1.9% increase to the Precept 

and one Councillor voted against an increase. It was therefore agreed to apply for a 1.9% 

increase in the precept which represents an annual cost to each householder of approximately 

£1.12 based on 150 households.  The accounts also show that even without the P3 assistance 

from HC we can still afford to pay for the Lengthsman duties as and when required.  

11.1 The question of Stokebridge road improvement was discussed.  It was noted 

that several local people and the Parish Council have expressed serious concerns about the 

safety of the narrow bridge on Stokebridge Road.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester 

confirmed that the Highways department had agreed to incorporate signs and road markings 

but that there would be a cost to the Parish.  It was decided that Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester would investigate the possible cost and report back to the Parish Council for a decision 

to be made.  It was noted that the bridge in question belongs to Network Rail and that an 

accident at the bridge could become a very serious incident if a car or lorry crashed through 

the parapet and landed on the track.  It was therefore agreed that a letter would be drafted and 

sent to Network Rail by the Parish Clerk with a view to obtaining financial assistance from 

them.   

11.2 It was confirmed that the Field to Fork committee have agreed to finance the 

purchase of signs for the litter picking events to the amount of £100, thus improving safety 

for volunteers.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook will confirm which signs to buy and ask the 

Parish Clerk to order the signs, hopefully in time for the next litter pick in December. 

 12. With regard to the recent spate of local break ins to outbuildings, Councillor Tom 

Misselbrook informed the meeting of a forthcoming event at the village hall on December 1
st
 

at 7pm when the Crime Prevention officer, Paul Crumpton, would give advice to local 

people.  This will be advertised in the Newsletter.  In the meantime he asked that residents 

stay alert and report any unusual or suspicious behaviour.    

13. With regard to the forthcoming litter picking, it was agreed to advertise this on the 

front page of the Newsletter in an attempt to gain more volunteers.  The meeting place will be 

the Village Hall at 10am on the 2
nd

 December.   

14. Councillor Jeff Hughes updated the meeting with regard to Fibre Broadband.  

Following the response to the questionnaires it appears Yarkhill is in a strong position to get 

Fibre Broadband as part of the EU grant.  HC is responsible for looking after the funding  and 

they have submitted a funding bid to get an allocation for as much as possible from the EU 

grant and a decision will be made on that by Fastershire by Christmas.  A formal process 

between HC and Fastershire will start in January 2018 and will finish in April 2018 so by the 

end of April 2018 we will know whether or not we are to benefit.  Because it is an EU grant it 

has to be spent by the end of March 2019 (because of BREXIT) so it is quite a tight 

timetable.  Councillor Jeff Hughes is receiving updates from Pallisers who have employed a 

consultant to enable them to investigate the possibility of obtaining Fibre Broadband 

independently. 

15. Questions from the Floor.  The Parish Clerk asked the Parish Council for their 

approval to donate £250 to the church to help with the upkeep of the churchyard and this was 



given.  The Parish Clerk explained that she had received a complaint from a local resident 

that a mobile home in the Newtown Crossroads area appeared to be lived in on a permanent 

basis whereas it was supposed to be for day living only.  The Parish Clerk will contact the 

planning department on this subject and report back.  The Parish Clerk will also mention to 

the planning department that it appears the residents of the Newtown Inn are using the 

kitchen facilities.  The problem of speeding through the lanes of Monkhide and Yarkhill was 

raised.  The Parish Clerk will investigate the cost of obtaining reflective markers and slow 

signs report back. 

The Open Session was closed. 

16. Payments were agreed and made as follows: 

 16.1 PAYE Income Tax  £106.80 

 16.2 Parish Clerk salary  £439.20 

 16.3 K T Gooch   £247.02 

 16.4 Lengthsman   £338.40 

 

17.  The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting whilst the Clerk’s remuneration was 

discussed.   

18. Items for the next agenda to include Councillors & Officers Reports, NDP Update, 

Village Hall update,  Parish Councillor Vacancy, Broadband.  Any other items, including 

description of why this should be added to the Agenda, to be sent to the Clerk by 23
rd

 

December. 

19. Date of the next meeting Tuesday 9
th

 January 2018 


