
MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH MEETING 

Held 9th January 2018 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Sarah Daw, 

Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Ian Carr, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk 

Sallyanne Batchelor.   

27 members of the public were present. 

1. All Councillors present. Apologies from Ann Elliott 

2. There were no Declarations of Interest or requests for Dispensation. 

3. The Minutes of the Parish Meeting on 14
th

 November 2017 were approved and signed 

4. Open Session 

4.1  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester informed those present that he was always 

available at the Parish Meeting to discuss matters with members of the Parish either 

after the meeting or at a mutually convenient time.   Not much had happened since the 

previous meeting as everything was slowing down for the Christmas break.  The main 

thing that will occupy the council over the next couple of months will be the decision 

about setting council tax.  The likely increase will be 4.9% of which 3% will be ring 

fenced for Adult Social Care.  This fund goes towards paying for elderly folk in 

residential care homes and the like.  One of the key priorities of the Council is to 

protect vulnerable people whether they be young or old.  Another item on the Council 

agenda is what capital bids the Council considers and Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester’s priority in the respect of Childrens Services which will include enlarging and 

improvements school facilities and buildings to cope with the increased number of 

children.  The Council Tax Reduction Scheme is also on the Council agenda.  It was 

confirmed, following a question from the floor, that the roadworks which disrupted 

the A4103 from Newtown to Fromes Hill were in fact paid for by Government money 

and so had to be carried out before the funding was withdrawn.  The forthcoming 

roadworks covering Newtown to Aylestone Roundabout, are funded by HCC and 

have therefore be scheduled to cause as little disruption as possible and the exact 

programme has not yet been finalised but will probably take place between the end of 

January and late February.  As soon as the dates are confirmed the Clerk will post 

details on the notice boards. 

4.2 Councillor Ian Carr informed the meeting that he is in the process of walking 

all the footpaths in order to determine any work and signage to be undertaken.  Some 

posts have already been replaced.  He also asked that anyone finding issues with 

footpaths or bridleways should let the Clerk know so that the appropriate action can 

be taken.  The Clerk read a short report from Ann Elliott pointing out the loose plank 

on the bridge on YK4 between Mt Aspey and Mr Williams land. 

4.3 The Tree Warden had no serious problems to report but did comment on the 

damage caused by the recent heavy snow fall.  If anyone feels the trees are threatening 

power or phone lines they should contact the relevant supplier to take action. 

 4.4 The Lengthsman was unable to attend the meeting. The Clerk reminded people 

not to dump grass clippings in the ditches of the Parish as this causes the drainage to 

fail thus compounding the risk of flooding. 

4.5 Councillor Tom Misselbrook informed the meeting that the Parish Council had 

contributed £250 to assist with the upkeep of the Churchyard.  Thanks to the 7 

volunteers who took part in the litter picking back in December when Stoke Edith 

road and other areas were tidied.  Thanks to Field to Fork we now have some warning 

signs to improve the safety of volunteers.   Councillor Tom Misselbrook took the 



opportunity to point out that he had been Chairman for three years and the Parish 

Councillors should consider who will take over the Chair at the next Annual Meeting.   

4.6 Councillor Tom Misselbrook updated the meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

The NDP is now at a the Regulation 16 Stage and he expressed his appreciation to the 

NDP Steering Group for a relatively smooth process thus far.  Reg. 16 means that the 

NDP has now moved from the Parish Council to HCC for a 6 week consultation 

stage; it then goes to an independent Inspector appointed by Herefordshire Council 

who may come back to the Steering Group with comments and / or recommendations; 

once finally approved by the Inspector the Parish then has a referendum when the 

community will be able to vote for or against the Plan and of course the Parish 

Council is seeking a yes vote from the village to approve the NDP.  The NDP website 

has been updated and is available for anyone to read.  The Planning Department will 

now take the NDP into account when making planning decisions for our Parish.  

5. With regard to Planning Application 174555, Councillor Jeff Hughes read out a 

statement for submitting to the HCC Planning Department expressing the view of the Parish 

Council.  He pointed out that individuals should still make their own comments on the HCC 

planning website by the closing date of 25
th

 January 2018and not just rely on those of the PC. 

The Parish Council visited the site on 5
th

 January where it was apparent that the application 

was in conflict with the NDP and Herefordshire Core Strategy.  The parishioners present 

were of the unanimous view that the development should be objected to.  The feeling was 

that it would be totally inappropriate for Monkhide for reasons of the much increased traffic, 

the overriding lack of facilities and infrastructure to cope with such a development and the 

question of inadequate sewage disposal and restricted mains water.  Councillor Jeff Hughes 

also pointed out a number of inaccuracies and inconsistencies in the application.  Following 

many  comments from the floor he reiterated that if anyone would like to view the details of 

the application, then they should go into the Planning section of the Herefordshire Council 

website and put in the reference number – 174555. Alternatively, typing in Monkhide will 

bring it up as the first application on the list. It was noted that Councillor Jeff Hughes had put 

considerable time and effort into research with regard to the planning application. 

6. Katie Bott updated the meeting with regard to the Village Hall.  The Village Hall 

committee is looking into installing larger heaters as the current ones do not seem adequate.  

The new oven has been installed in the kitchen and the remaining decorating is being carried 

out currently.  The tenants in the School House have moved out but new tenants are moving 

in at the end of January.  The committee is currently tidying up and decorating the house in 

readiness.  The VHC are now working closely with the Church again which will benefit both 

parties and several events are in the pipeline.  One planned event is a Royal Wedding party 

on 19
th

 May – details to follow.  There is a small increase in the cost of renting the Hall – 

details of which will be in the Newsletter. 

7. The Clerk confirmed that the vacancy for another Parish Councillor had been filled 

and we will be welcoming Nick Nenanadich at the next meeting.  

8. With regard to Broadband Councillor Jeff Hughes confirmed that some parts of the 

Parish already have fibre broadband.  The recent questionnaire identified the demand for fibre 

broadband across Herefordshire and Yarkhill cluster is fifth in the line for the latest EU 

funding being administered through Fastershire.  The current phase of this is what is called 

the procurement phase, securing a chunk of this funding and the second phase is the 

procurement of the contractor. We should know with the next few days that the funding has 

been allocated to our cluster following which HCC and Fastershire will secure the contractors 

to carry out the installation works.  The process will roll out between April 2018 and April 

2019 in order to meet the strict time limit resulting from Brexit. 

 9. With regard to the ongoing Parish Council account auditing the Clerk confirmed that 

all is in hand with regard to the recent changes in legislation and we as a Parish no longer 

have to have our accounts audited by external accountants due to our low turnover.  However 

we do still have to provide annual audited accounts for presentation to the Parish. 

 



10. With regard to safety on Stokebridge Road it was agreed that the Clerk would write to 

Network Rail again and ask them for a reply to her earlier letter.  Councillor Jonathan Lester 

confirmed that because there had been insufficient accidents on the road the council would 

not provide free warning signs and the cost of the signs is beyond the Parish Council budget. 

  

11. With regard to the Noticeboards, three of the four new boards have now been erected.  

It was agreed that the fourth board at Newtown will be fixed to the gate and replace the old 

board.  We were hoping to erect the board in the garage forecourt but unfortunately the space 

designated was not large enough.  It was also agreed that the locks would be removed from 

the notice boards and only reinstated should inappropriate material be posted.  The Clerk and 

her partner offered to carry out this work. 

12. The next litter pick will cover the Newtown Cross area and although it is a busy road 

the new warning signs should improve safety considerably.  The date was set for 24th March, 

meeting at the garage car park at 10am.   

13. Questions from the floor.  The Parish Clerk asked for the Parish to send her any items 

they would like included in the Newsletter.  She had received some interesting old 

photographs of Lower Eggleton Post Office and it would be nice if the Newsletter had more 

input from the community.  The same applies to the Parish Website.   Councillor Chrissie 

Dobson asked why the Christingle service was not in the last Newsletter and the Clerk 

confirmed that she had not received the information for the Newsletter.  The Clerk now sends 

out reminders to all contributors to the Newsletter. 

The Open Session was closed. 

14. Payments were agreed and made as follows: 

 14.1 Autela Payroll Services £  33.60   

 14.2 Parish Clerk salary    

14.3 Lengthsman   £338.40 

 

15.  Items for the next agenda to include Councillors & Officers Reports, NDP Update, 

Village Hall update, Broadband.  Any other items, including description of why this should 

be added to the Agenda, to be sent to the Clerk by 28
th

 February 2018. 

19. Date of the next meeting Tuesday 13
th

 March 2018 


