
MINUTES OF 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL 

Held 17th April 2018 at Yarkhill Village Hall 

 

Present:  Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Nick Nenadich, Councillor Sarah 

Daw, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk Sallyanne Batchelor.   

7 members of the public were present. 

1. There were no apologies for absence 

2. There were no declarations of interest or written requests for dispensations 

 

 Open Session 

 

3. To discuss planning application 180870 – Land adjacent to Squirrels Nest, Newtown Cross, Lower  

Eggleton.    Councillor Jeff Hughes started by reading out the Parish Councils view on the planning 

application, as follows:  

 

This site was proposed as part of the Call for Sites exercise in the early stages of the local NDP 

process and was put forward as part of the draft Plan. The Parish Council also had an opportunity to 

visit the location prior to submission of this outline application. We would now comment as follows:   

 The site is essentially infill in nature though it is currently a field rather than accommodation land. 

As proposed, it meets policies Y1 and Y2 of the NDP being an agreed site allocation and falling 

within the Newtown Settlement Boundary 

 We understand that the subject of right of way and access onto the A417 has yet to be resolved, but 

assuming that this is agreed, the visibility splay at the point of exit appears to be adequate though 

there would need to be some cutting back of the hedging along the road to maximize sight lines. This 

is particularly important given the proximity of the busy Newtown crossroads 

 There does appear to be an inconsistency on the size of properties being proposed with the 

Application Form stating 4x3 bedroom houses while the Site Plan indicates 1x2 bedroom and 3x3 

bedroom dwellings 

 We do not believe that mains sewerage is available in the Newtown / Lower Eggleton area and the 

applicants will therefore need to look at an alternative method of sewage disposal and clean water 

discharge. This will enable them to meet Policy Y10 of the NDP relating to water supply and 

drainage 

 We are also unsure as to whether the land has sufficient porosity to accommodate natural surface 

water drainage especially given the nature of the development’s density and this may require further 

investigation. Surface water is a known issue in parts of Newtown and Policy Y10 of the NDP is 

intended to ensure that flood risk is always minimised on any new development. 

 The Transport Statement refers to the availability of local facilities. It should be noted that the pub 

has been closed for some considerable time though it is currently on the market.  

Subject to the satisfactory resolution of the above matters we are supportive of this outline 

application as currently proposed. We should state however that we are keen to preserve our right to 

make further comment as the plans for the site become more definite to ensure compliance with all 

relevant policies and guidelines. 

 

It was agreed that these views to be submitted to HCC at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Councillor Tom Misselbrook asked the members of the parish present if there were any matters arising on 

this subject.  The question of access was raised by several members of the public and a discussion which 

included parish members and the applicants agent ensued.  It was clear that there is a problem with the 

original access route in that the land over which the access is planned is allegedly owned by two landowners  



who we have been given to understand are unwilling to sell.  This does not prevent outline planning 

permission being applied for or granted but obviously any dispute over access would need to be resolved 

prior to detailed planning permission being considered.  The question of access is a matter to be resolved 

between the landowners involved.  The subject of sewage arrangements and clean water outflow was also 

raised given the  apparent inadequate nature of the water ditch in this location and it was clear that this will 

need further investigation.  It was also confirmed that because of the delay in the statutory planning notices 

being displayed the cut off date for comments to the HC planning department has been extended to 5
th

 May 

2018. 

4. Herefordshire Walking Festival.  It was decided to postpone this item until the next meeting when it 

could be discussed by all Councillors. 

5.      Questions from the floor.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester informed the meeting that some safety  

work had been carried out at the top end of Stoke Edith Road and that work is due to be carried out at the  

Stoke Edith end of the road.  He has put it to Hereford Council that the road, although it doesn’t have a  

serious accident  history, does carry a disproportionate amount of traffic including heavy goods vehicles,  

and as such should be treated differently to other C roads in the county.  The head of Highways has said that  

Highways will consider the points made with a view to investing money in making this road safer. 

 

Close Open Session 

 

   6. Finance – payments were approved as follows: 

     

 6.1 Helping Hand (litter pick equip)  £447.12 

 6.2 Data Protection Renewal   £  35.00 

 6.3 Grant Thornton (auditors)   £120.00 

 6.4 Parish Clerk     £316.16 

 6.5 Groundwork UK (NDP)   £820.00     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


