
MINUTES OF 

 

YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday 12
th

 March 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Sarah Daw, Councillor 

Nick Nenadich, Councillor Ian Carr, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and clerk Sallyanne Lees.  

There were six members of the public present.  

1.  Apologies received from Councillor Chrissie Dobson  

2.  There were no declarations of interest or written requests for dispensations  

3. The minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Extraordinary Meeting of 2
nd

 January 2019 were 

approved and signed. 

4. Open Session  

 4.1 Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester started by informing the meeting that the works to 

improve safety on Stokebridge Road have been scheduled for this year.  He went on to tell us that at 

the last Council Meeting in February the main business of the day was to set the budget.  The net 

budget of £149m was not affected but the Government had given HC an additional one off payment 

of £2m and an alternative budget had been proposed by some members of the opposition about how 

to utilise the additional funds.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester wanted to use the additional funds 

to provide some funds for the Lengthsman scheme and to provide mini buses for community 

transport, investing some funds into Childrens centres and there was a debate about those proposals.  

One of the suggestions within the alternative budget was to spend £50,000 to facilitate talks 

between HC and Town Councils.  Bearing in mind that the current Parish Council Summits are 

effectively the cost of a cup of tea, this did not bode well with the majority of the Councillors; the 

end result being that Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester’s budget was approved.  Another motion was 

about climate change, for which HC already has many measures in place.  For example all the bulbs 

in the County have been replaced with LED bulbs (HC is the first in the country to do this) which 

represents a huge financial saving and a reduction of circa 20 tons of CO2 over 20 years.  There was 

a further debate about the new by pass and, when the new core strategy comes into force, to think 

about the best route for a ring road at some time in the future.  At the end of the Cabinet Meeting 

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester was able to announce that HC has bought the College Road 

Campus which will secure the Herefordshire College of Arts, which is currently on that site, and 

also allow HC to provide additional student accommodation and to enhance the future of the 

University in Hereford.  There is also a piece of land by the train station which is earmarked for a 

new medical surgery, student accommodation and a Transport Hub.  Councillor Nick Nenadich 

raised the point of care in the community for the elderly.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester 

reassured him that measures were in place and improvements being made with regard to care for the 

elderly. 

 4.2 The Parish Clerk advised that she had received no comments or complaints from 

residents regarding footpaths and ponds but that the Lengthsman has been carrying out some work 

for the parish which will be covered later in the agenda. 

 4.3 The Tree Warden asked that residents look out for Ash die back (you can Google 

this to familiarise yourself) and report any to the Parish Clerk.  He also expressed some concern that 

some farmers and landowners appear to be not only cutting back the hedgerows but completely 

removing the canopy of trees in hedgerows which can have a seriously detrimental effect on 

wildlife.  He has also noticed a large number of trees being felled in woodlands and expressed a 

similar concern about that. 

 4.4 The Chairman, Councillor Jeff Hughes, made his report as follows.  Following the 

inspection of subsidence in Watery Lane by the Locality Steward and his team, we are now 

awaiting a copy of the report outlining and remedial action deemed necessary.  With regard to 

Monkhide, although there have been some repairs there are still some issues to be addressed.   With 

regard to Broadband, Councillor Jeff Hughes expressed his thanks to those people who attended the 

meeting organised by Fastershire to talk about the fibre broadband that is coming up from Newtown 

along the A4103 to Monkhide and which is scheduled for May or June.  The meeting was very 

positive and the new scheme will offer far better service to users who currently have inefficient  



 

broadband and will also give current users the option to upgrade to the new service.  BT are also 

installing a new superfast service from the top of the Stokebridge road, along the A4103 to the 

Monkhide Village Road which will provide a service for the rest of HR1.   

5. Planning Matters. Ian Stapleton of Rosedale gave an informative talk about his proposed 

development of six houses on his land at Newtown.  This development proposal was included in the 

NDP and so parishioners are aware of it.  The development is within the NDP criteria and Ian 

wanted to seek the Parish Councils guidance.  He showed the meeting his initial drawings and 

explained that the entry from the main Leominster road was placed in such a position as to afford 

the maximum view along the road.  He was asked about the possibility of providing a footpath from 

his development to the garage which would make the walk much safer and he agreed to look into 

this.  The project is in its very early stages and Ian will be keeping the PC updated on all 

developments.  The style of the houses will be similar to the new builds in Ashperton, which are in 

keeping with the area.   The usual issues regarding waste water and eco concerns were raised and 

Ian has taken these into consideration.  As is normal, when the proposal reaches the planning stage, 

the PC will visit the site and make further observations and comments where necessary.  Councillor 

Jeff Hughes went on to confirm that the application for houses on the land adjoining “Squirrels 

Nest” had been withdrawn.  He also informed the meeting that the PC had recently visited “The 

Conifers” where it is proposed to add a two storey extension.  He confirmed that the extension was 

very sympathetic to the existing cottage and no objections would be raised by the PC.   The latest 

information about Mr Fry’s proposed development of a new house at Newtown Cottage on 

Newtown crossroads is that HC Neighbourhood Planning Team has objected to the development on 

the grounds that the access and parking is outside the NDP Newtown settlement boundary and HC 

Transportation department also voiced its concerns as to whether the proposed access to the site was 

realistic and whether the plans actually portrayed the true scale of the site.  They were also 

concerned that it would not be possible for a refuse lorry to negotiate the narrow entrance which 

may result in traffic parking on the dangerous roadside.  A final decision has not yet been made by 

the HC Planning department.   Following a question from the floor it was confirmed that there has 

been no further news on the matter of the Newtown Inn. 

6. Litter Picking.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she had ordered the rubbish bags and they will 

be collected by Councillor Tom Misselbrook.  The litter pick will again be promoted in the 

Newsletter and all volunteers will be offered soup and a roll at the Village Hall at the end of the 

Pick. 

7. Monkhide Sewage Treatment plant.  Councillor Jeff Hughes has been in discussions with 

Welsh Water and it seems the monitoring equipment installed to monitor the efficiency of the plant 

produced unreadable results and so new monitoring equipment will now be installed and the results 

will be relayed to us probably in mid April. 

8. Wood burners.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook told the meeting about a current consultation 

about wood burners and the logs which are used in them.  It is just a consultation at this time but the 

proposal; is that all new wood burners should be environmentally friendly which in itself is not a 

problem.  There is however a suggestion that existing wood burners should only be fuelled by Kiln 

dried wood which would have a major impact on not only users of wood burners (both domestic 

and industrial) but also on the business that supply wood to the consumer.  At this moment in time 

this is not an agenda item for Herefordshire Council but Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester and 

Councillor Tom Misselbrook will keep themselves updated on developments.  General feeling is 

that monitoring such regulations would be exceedingly difficult but it is better to be aware of 

possible new legislation sooner rather than later. 

9. The Parish Clerk read out the recent work carried out on the footpaths, including replacing 

and repairing signage and clearing entrances.  The Lengthsman had pointed out that some 

landowners have failed to cut a way through crops for existing footpaths and that some footpath 

entrances are inaccessible from the road and need cutting back by landowners.  He also pointed out 

that gates have been installed across a bridleway at Ivy Cottage which appear to be operated via an 

intercom; this is contrary to what we were led to believe by the land owner and is something that 

needs to be followed up.  The Parish Clerk has also been advised that the gates on the bridleway 

which runs alongside Peter Ball’s land are still impossible to open with a horse.  

 



 

10. The Parish Clerk confirmed that she has expressed the Parish’s interest in remaining in the 

P3/Lengthsman scheme for 2019/2020 – which is made more worthwhile as Ward Councillor 

Jonathan Lester has made funds available for the Lengthsman scheme whereas we were not 

expecting any funding for the coming year. 

11. Councillor Tom Misselbrook spoke about the recent fly-tipping on Watery Lane when 

approximately 40 bags of rubble were dumped at the roadside and in the ditch.  Following his 

contact with HC some of the bags appear to have been removed but he will approach HC again to 

check when the others will be moved.   Hereford Times published an article on this contravention 

and hopefully this will deter further incidents.  It has been suggested by some locals that we install 

cameras and/or signs.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook asked that all people stay vigilant and note the 

registration numbers of unknown vans etc.    

12. The Parish Clerk confirmed that finally the Bank has implemented the mandates for new 

signatories and they have also credited our account with £100 as an apology for the delay. 

13. The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had attended a recent briefing about the forthcoming 

elections.   These elections affect all Parishes and Towns and as such anyone wishing to stand for 

the Parish Council need to complete and deliver a nomination form.  The nomination forms can be 

obtained from the Parish Clerk or HC elections office at the Town Hall.  Notices have been posted 

in the Notice Boards and will also appear in the Newsletter.  Polling day is 2
nd

 May.   Candidates 

will be announced and the names circulated to the Parish Clerk who will in turn post them in the 

Notice Boards.  Any one requiring any information should contact the Parish Clerk or HC Elections 

office, details of which will be on the notices. 

14. There were no questions from the floor. 

The Open Session was Closed 

15. Payments were made as follows: 

 Lengthsman    £330.00 

 Autela Group    £  46.80 

 H.A.L.C.    £359.22 

 Parish Clerk    £316.16 

 Yarkhill Parish Hall   £159.00 

16. Items for the next Agenda to be received by the Parish Clerk no later than 3
rd

 May 2019. 

17. The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on 14 May 2019. 


