
 

MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 9
th

 July 2019  

Present:  Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Matthew Kirby, Ward Councillor 

Jonathan Lester and Parish Clerk Sallyanne Lees.  There were 5 members of the public present. 

 1. Apologies for absence received from Councillors Tom Misselbrook, Sarah Daw and Ian Carr 

 2. There were no declarations of interest or written requests for dispensations 

 3. The minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday 14
th

 May 2019 and Extraordinary Meeting held 

Tuesday 11
th

 June 2019 were adopted and signed. 

 4. Open Session  

4.1 Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester reminded the meeting that since the last Parish Meeting  

there has been an election the result of which left no party with an overall majority and Herefordshire 

Council’s administration is now a combination of several parties.  Although the Conservative Party 

was asked to form a coalition this was not feasible because the Herefordshire Independent Party has 

expressed a desire to change the agreed route of the proposed by-pass from West of Hereford to East, 

thus undoing a lot of work already done by the Conservatives.  The coalition was therefore made up 

of the Herefordshire Independents, the “Its Our County Party”, the Independent Party and the Green 

Party.  Within a few days some members of the Independent Party fell out with the other members of 

their party and formed a new party called the Independent Independents and another party called the 

True Independents.  The Independent Independents have now joined the Hereford Independents in 

order to appoint an administration.  The cabinet now consists of 13 Herefordshire Independents, 7 

Greens and 7 Its Our County.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has now been give the role of 

Chairman of the Scrutiny Committees of which there are three, namely, the General Scrutiny 

Committee, the Childrens Scrutiny Committee and the Adults Scrutiny Committee.  He is also the 

leader of the opposition.  The next Scrutiny Meeting concerns the Councils gambling policy.  The 

new cabinet has postponed the Parish Council initiative.  This was a concept formed by Ward 

Councillor Jonathan Lester which offered Parish Councillors the opportunity to attend a regular 

meeting with him to liaise and exchange ideas and discuss various matters.  At the first cabinet 

meeting there were only two items on the agenda, both of which were the work of the previous 

administration.  The Children and Young Peoples plan was passed and the other item was the 

performance of the Council for the last year and there were many positive points in the report about 

how well the previous council had performed and the new cabinet also approved that document.  

Councillor Jonathan Lester urged members of the public to attend cabinet meetings and to use their 

right to question.  All these details can be found on the Herefordshire Council Website.  Several of 

the parties now forming the administration and the cabinet are either keen on cancelling the by-pass 

or changing the route from West to East and public input is essential to reach the final decision.  The 

construction of the by-pass will not only help reduce the weight of traffic going through the city but 

will also provide many additional houses along the route thus providing an huge ongoing income in 

the form of council tax for the Council in order to maintain Herefordshire’s healthy financial status. 

4.2 Footpath & Pond Officer.   The Parish Clerk had nothing to report on footpaths and ponds 

and   had not received any questions of complaints from Parishioners.  She did point out that several 

gates on bridleways were very easy to open from the back of a horse whilst others were extremely 

difficult and it would be most welcome if landowners could check gates and stiles every so often.  

Some footpaths and bridleways are a little overgrown but this is mostly due to the time of year and 

landowners usually cut them back at the end of the nesting season.  It was also confirmed that the 

gate at the entrance to the bridleway at Ivy Cottage is easily pushed open. 



4.3 Tree Warden.  The Tree Warden confirmed that all is looking good and healthy.  Councillor 

Chrissie Dobson asked that the Tree Warden look at a potentially dangerous tree overhanging the 

A4103 just at the 50mph sign on the Hereford side of Yarkhill and report back to the Parish Clerk if 

action is needed.   

4.4 The Chairman expressed his and the Parish Councils congratulations to Mrs Joyce Eckley on 

her 100
th

 birthday.  He confirmed that the Parish Council has donated money towards the cost of a 

bouquet of flowers, as had the Church and Village Hall Committee.   

   5. Planning Matters 

5.1 191780 - 1 Newtown Cottage, 2 storey side extension.  The Parish Council has approved this 

sensitive extension and sent its comments to the Herefordshire Council Planning Department. 

5.2 191217 - Monksbury Court Barns, reconfiguration of The Granary.  The Parish Council does 

have some issues with this application which go back to the 2005 planning permission which is still 

valid.  The main concern in the lack of parking space and a remedy was suggested. The other 

concern is the quality of the servicing drive.  The Parish Council also felt there were elements of the 

2005 permission which need to be revisited. 

5.3 191994 - Orchard View, retrospective planning application for mobile home.  There was an 

enforcement notice issued to the land owners to remove the mobile home by February this year.  As 

the land owners now have permission to build a house on the land they have applied for permission 

to keep the mobile home on the land whilst building their new house.  The Parish Council have 

recommended that the mobile home be placed within the curtilage of the new house, thus bringing it 

into line with a similar case in the Parish, Yarkhills Neighbourhood Plan and Herefordshire Councils 

Core Strategy.  Comments have been submitted in line with the above. 

5.4 191533 - Newtown Inn.  There is no update on this application at this time, other than various 

comments on the Herefordshire Planning Department website.  A discussion followed covering 

many points previously made at meetings and Councillor Jeff Hughes asked that the Newtown Inn 

remain on the agenda for future meetings and any updates would be discussed in full. 

A recent planning application has also been submitted for a conservatory at the rear of Mr Snells 

property at Court End in Monkhide.  The Parish Council is supportive of this application.  The only 

comment Herefordshire Council may make is that a large amount of the garden is being taken up by 

the conservatory and so this has been pre-empted in the Parish Council comments submitted to the 

Planning Department. 

    6. Litter Picking.  Councillor Matthew Kirby asked that a date be set for the next Litter Pick and the 

Council agreed on Sunday November 17
th

. It was confirmed that Soup and a roll, tea and coffee will be 

provided at the end of the litter pick and with this in mind it was suggested that we ask for volunteers to let 

us know in advance that they will be helping with the litter pick so that we have a good idea of how many 

people to cater for.   Councillor Matthew Kirby had approached his employers (Co-Op) and they have 

agreed to sponsor the litter pick as part of their Community Responsibility initiative.  It was also agreed to 

put posters in the notice boards and the garage to encourage volunteers. 

   7. General binding rules for septic tanks.  Councillor Jeff Hughes had received a response to his letter 

to Herefordshire Council Environmental Team on this subject and the response was that anyone wanting 

further information on this ruling should contact the Environmental Agency.  He will attempt to gain further 

information but in the meantime if anyone wants to look for themselves that is the place to start. 

    8. Monkhide Sewage Treatment works.  Councillor Jeff Hughes informed the meeting that following 

further correspondence with Welsh Water they have now sent him a leaflet explaining how the Monkhide 

Treatment plant works.  Welsh Water have also confirmed that they are not bound by the new rules for 

septic tanks.  Apparently there are hundreds of these plants across the country and they are all exempt from 

the new rules because they have air flow and are not therefore solely bacterial units.  The leaflet also claims 

that if the unit is properly installed there should be no smell and that the plant is sufficient for up to 20 

people.  Councillor Jeff Hughes has responded by asking them why then did they claim that the proposed 

new houses in Monkhide would not be a problem for the unit and why there is a strong smell.  The proposed 

development was turned down at the planning stage back in 2018.  He will update the meeting on the 

response from Welsh Water.  It was generally agreed that the unit cannot be working efficiently because of 

the continued smell and the state of the water deposited in the river Lugg. 

    9. The discussion as to whether the NDP requires any updating almost 1 year post Referendum was 

postponed to the next meeting. 

   10.  The Allowances Scheme for Parish or Town Councillors was rejected. 



   11. There were no questions from the floor  

 Close Open Session 

  12. Finance.  The following payments were approved: 

 12.1 Andy Lees (Website domain)   £25.00  

 12.2 J Savagar (Mrs J Eckley)   £15.00   

  13. It was agreed that items for the next agenda, including a brief description of why this 

should be added to said agenda, be sent to the Parish Clerk no later than 31
st
 August 2019 

 

    Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10
th

 September 2019 


