
 

 

MINUTES OF 

YARKHILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 14
th

 January 2020  

Present:  Councillor Jeff Hughes, Councillor Tom Misselbrook, Councillor Chrissie Dobson, Councillor Ian 

Carr, Councillor Sarah Daw, Councillor Matthew Kirby and Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester.  There were 

6 members of the public present. 

 1. There were no apologies for absence.  

 2. There were no declarations of interest or written requests for dispensations 

 3. The minutes of Parish Council Meeting held Tuesday 12
th

 November 2019 were adopted and signed. 

 4. Open Session  

4.1 Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester provided his report as follows:  “Since the last meeting 

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has chaired a scrutiny meeting of the Budget Proposals and there 

has also been a Cabinet Meeting. With regard to the Budget meeting, the proposal of the new 

administration is to raise the Council Tax by 4%, 2% of which is ring fenced for adult social care.  

The Administration listened to the scrutiny committee concern that the budget didn’t tackle the 

weather and emergency funding and there was a call for money to be set aside for the weather related 

emergencies.  Budgeting for road maintenance was the subject of a lengthy discussion.  The Council 

is also putting forward its Corporate Plan which is carried out every 4 years, detailing what the 

Council will be focusing on, one of which is the building of strong communities within the County.  

The Budget also plans to put some money into Children’s Services.  The next round of Scrutiny is 

scheduled for Monday 20
th

 January.  In their Capital programme there is a budget with no money 

attached to it as yet to provide a fleet of electric buses.  This is possibly an alternative to the 

proposed by pass.  The administration had promised an answer to the question of the bypass by the 

end of 2019 but the final decision, including what happens to the remaining £27m funding, should be 

decided at a meeting at the end of January 2020.  At the Cabinet Meeting on 20
th

 December there 

were two items on the Agenda, one to do with renewing the contract for medical equipment for after 

hospital care and the other regarding the tackling of homelessness and rough sleeping problems.  The 

Council is also contemplating borrowing £100m to build 1,000 council houses because of the need 

for affordable homes. A feasibility study will be made on this subject.  Monies raised from the sale 

of small holdings could be put towards this project.  The feasibility study will cost in the region of 

£150,000 and will look at the best locations, rent levels etc.    Finally, Ward Councillor Jonathan 

Lester addressed the Phosphate issue.  This is basically a problem of there being too much phosphate 

in water courses caused not only by farming but also by household waste and so the more houses are 

built the greater the phosphate problem.  Currently many planning applications are at a standstill 

awaiting the outcome of Council discussions.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester updated the meeting 

with regard to the safety improvements on Stokebridge Road and presented a diagram of the 

intended measures which are the repainting and provision of new SLOW markings and the provision 

of verge marker posts in the relevant locations.  Work is due to start imminently. 

4.2 Footpath & Pond Officer.   In the absence of the Parish Clerk Andy Lees confirmed there was 

nothing to report at this time. 

4.3 Tree Warden.  The Tree Warden commented that it appears quite a few trees have been 

trimmed, particularly on Watery Lane.  Currently trees are looking ok but we will have to wait and 

see what they look like when the drier weather comes along.  Councillor Matthew Kirby drew the 

meetings attention to a recent road traffic accident just outside his home on the bend of the A4103 

just down from Newtown Cross.  A car came down from Newtown Cross, lost it on the bend and 



ended up in the small coppice of trees on the side of the road.  When the vehicle was recovered a 

significant amount of debris was left behind and Matthew and his father removed this.  Several trees 

were damaged, some seriously and the tree Warden will take a look at those trees. 

4.4 The Chairman was sorry to report the first incidents of fly-tipping of 2020.  One on the 

A4103 and the other in Monkhide.  Both incidents were reported by the Parish Clerk and removed by 

HC.  The tipping occurred during the evening and we would ask that everyone be extra vigilant and 

report any unusual vehicles to the Parish Clerk.  Just before Christmas Councillor Jeff Hughes and 

Councillor Tom Misselbrook had a meeting with Balfour Beatty about the condition of Watery Lane 

including the subsidence.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook will be providing a report for inclusion in the 

Newsletter.  Balfour Beatty did stress the importance of all residents to use the HC website to 

formally make their complaints about road defects.  If you are unable to do this yourself then please 

let the Parish Clerk know of the issues and she will report them on your behalf.  Councillor Tom 

Misselbrook added that a concern expressed by Balfour Beatty was that the road is splitting which 

means it is probably slipping but it will have to fall into the river before any work can be done, all 

because of the lack of funding available.  Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester asked that the Parish 

Council email him about the matter because he is not happy about the comments made by Balfour 

Beatty.   

5. With regard to Planning Matters Councillor Jeff Hughes explained that there had been a fair bit of 

activity since the last meeting; the appeal for the Newtown Inn took place earlier today and so can’t 

be discussed at this stage;  the planning application for eight houses to be built by the council houses 

in Monkhide was withdrawn just before Christmas but had it not been withdrawn it would have been 

refused on quite a few points one of which being that the sewerage works down there has no spare 

capacity whatsoever without significant investment and also the discharge licence that Welsh Water 

has only gives them permission to discharge for the existing 6 houses; the seven houses at 

Monksbury Court Barns are still pending but there are a number of issues and we know that the 

enforcement officer is also involved.  It is a breach of the NDP because they have applied to build 

seven houses where the maximum is six and there are still issues that have not been addressed with 

regard to the disposal of foul water, there is also a concern about the refuse lorry going down there 

because the access track needs to be able to take a 26 ton refuse lorry which currently it cannot do.  

With regard to the conversion of the dutch barn at Monksbury Court, just before Christmas the 

application was ruled as invalid by the planning authority as it was discovered there was no right of 

access over the track by Monksbury Court Barns and the only access to the A417 was via Broadlands 

which has now been closed off.  The matter is currently a matter of discussion between the owners of 

Monksbury Court and the owner of Monksbury Court Barns.  There has been an application for 

approval of reserved matters from the previous outline planning approval for The Porch in Lower 

Eggleton on the A417.   Two new issues have arisen, one which both the PC and Highways have 

commented on is that there is insufficient turning space within the premises which means that 

vehicles may have to reverse onto the main road which is unacceptable; the other being the disposal 

of foul water under the legislation.  The PC has submitted its comments and has continued to support 

the application provided the new issues are resolved.  Finally with regard to Rosedale’s application 

for six houses at Newtown, the PC visited the site in December.  It is within the settlement boundary 

and an allocated site under the NDP and the PC has supported this application.  Councillor Jeff 

Hughes pointed out that if the six houses at RoseDale were to be approved, irrespective of the other 

planning applications currently with HC Planning department, Yarkhill will have fully met its 

housing obligations to HC under Core Strategy, which does of course give Yarkhill some leeway.   

  6. Councillor Jeff Hughes explained that Herefordshire Council is reviewing its core strategy and this 

could have an impact on every NDP.  As a result of Yarkhill Parish Council being challenged more 

recently and asked to review its NDP (to which we said no) Councillor Jeff Hughes took the 

opportunity to discuss this with both the Consultant we used to create the original NDP and the NDP 

officer at Herefordshire Council and to ask them if we should consider reviewing our NDP and their 

answer was that firstly, only the Parish Council itself can determine whether it is going to review its 

NDP or not and nobody can demand that we do it.  Because Yarkhill NDP has designated settlement 

boundaries, allocated sites and is also meeting its housing commitments, there is no need for the 

Yarkhill NDP to be reviewed until the outcome of HC core strategy is known.  Therefore, as there is 

no urgency to review the NDP  especially given the  considerable manpower and costs involved, and 

as we would in any event likely need to undertake another review when the new Core Strategy is 



announced, Councillor Jeff Hughes proposed that we do not review our NDP at this stage.  This 

motion was seconded by Councillor Tom Misselbrook and carried.   

   7. Stokebridge Road.  This item was covered in Ward Councillor Jonathan Leisters report.  

   8. Councillor Tom Misselbrook reminded the meeting of his previous proposal to purchase flood 

warning signs for Watery Lane and there had been concerns expressed over the legality of erecting 

such signs.  Councillor Tom Misselbrook has looked into this and only HC has the right to close 

roads but we would be allowed to put up signs saying that there is a flood on the lane.  The plan is to 

purchase a couple of flood warning signs which can be erected when the lane floods which will 

hopefully prevent the damage and inconvenience of all the trapped vehicles last time the lane 

flooded.  The signs would be put out when the lane floods, one by the church and the other possibly 

right at the Stretton end of the lane.  Permanent signs were considered to be unnecessary and could 

have a detrimental effect on house values.  It is after all the lane that floods and not the properties on 

the lane.  It was also agreed that the Clerk make contact with the relevant river Lugg authorities to 

arrange for them to clear the ditches and waterways between The Willows and Little Yarkhill Court. 

   9. Councillor Ian Carr pointed out that a spring litter pick date needed arranging.   Saturday March 21st 

was agreed.   Meeting 10.30am at the Newtown Garage Forecourt. 

 10. Payments were approved as follows: 

 Autela Payroll Services   £  47.08 

 Yarkhill Church maintenance contribution £250.00  

 14. It was agreed that items for the next agenda, including a brief description of why this 

should be added to said agenda to enable all Parish Councillors to research the subject, be sent to the 

Parish Clerk no later than 28
th

 February 2020 

 

    Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10
th

 March 2020 


