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The beautiful sunflower field off Watery Lane
YARKHILL CORONAVIRUS SAFE
GUARDING GROUP
The Yarkhill Hub is still operating so if anyone, or anyone you know needs help during the Coronavirus situation please make contact with one of the following coordinators.
For MONKHIDE VILLAGE .... Mandy Williams on 07780 586846
For YARKHILL CHURCH AREA .. Katie Bott on 01432 890388
For NEWTOWN AREA ........ Sallyanne Lees on 07801 108789
WARNING: Please be aware of persons unknown to you calling at your door and offering to help ..... this is a cruel scam targeting the vulnerable, whereby the caller
takes cash or your card and never returns.
Thank you so much to those who have volunteered their time to help. It seems the
community is working together and supporting each other.
During these difficult times the Newsletter cannot be delivered by hand and so until
further notice it will be emailed to all those people who have given permission for
their email address to be used.
If you are reading this in the notice board and wish to receive the newsletter by
email please contact Sallyanne (Parish Clerk) on 07801 108789 to arrange.
As Autumn approaches so we see people burning garden waste, leaves etc. Please
be considerate and check your neighbour hasn't just hung out their washing ...
CONTACTS
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk
EMERGENCY CO-ORDINATOR: Tom Misselbrook 07973 705550.
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 01531 670508
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437

Chairman’s Update
Covid 19: Karen Wright, the Director of Public Health for Herefordshire recently gave Parish
Councillors an update on Covid 19. The counties’ cases have continued to be low apart from July’s
blip among crop pickers at Mathon farm, which was quickly contained, and the NHS in Hereford
has not been overwhelmed. However, there remains concern for what might happen in the
Autumn and Winter and we were asked to pass on some useful advice:
Get fit or fitter
Ensure you have a flu jab
Continue to wash your hands regularly in soap and hot water
Don’t compromise on social distancing
If you have even the slightest symptom of the virus, get tested
What has been happening in Yarkhill?: Our Covid 19 support network continues to remain in
place for anyone who needs assistance and it has been a notable feature of recent months how well
neighbours, friends and family have helped our more vulnerable residents. A big thank you to
everyone who has stepped up.
We have had remarkably few instances of fly tipping in the parish since lockdown apart from an
incidence last month on land off the road from Watery Lane to Tarrington. All refuse sites in
Herefordshire are now open though some require pre-booking.
Many of you will be aware that we had some vandalism in Monkhide a few weeks ago including
damage to our noticeboard where the top was ripped off and left in a nearby driveway. I am also
aware of a campfire being lit on the canal footpath where a knife was discovered the next morning.
Three youths (2 men and a woman) were seen in the vicinity around the time of the vandalism, but
they have not been identified. Please stay vigilant.
Our local roads continue to be a cause for concern now that traffic levels have risen again and there
was a further accident on the Stokebridge Road between the A4103 and A438 in July where a car
ended up in the ditch. Unfortunately, this was on a stretch where Herefordshire Council had
installed improved safety measures earlier in the year which is disappointing and this has been
reported to our Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester. A car also ran off the road, and into a field on the
approach to the Newtown Crossroads from the west in the early morning of Sunday 16th August
which required police and ambulance attendance.
Jeff Hughes Chair

Essential Matters – August 2020 PC Meeting
Planning Matters:
7 Houses at Monksbury Court Barns (192765). Following notification from Herefordshire
Council’s Planning Dept that it was considering approving this application, a formal request was made
through Jonathan Lester that it be referred to a full Planning Committee meeting at which the Parish
Council and any other interested parties will be invited to speak. This request was supported by the
Head of Planning on the basis of the considerable number of objections received since the application was first submitted. No date has yet been set for the meeting pending further information being
required on land drainage. Comments can still be submitted directly to the Planning
Officer.
Grove Cottage, Grove Farm (202018). A new application for the renovation and extension of an
existing Grade 2 listed cottage to create a 3-bedroom property.
Northcroft, Lower Eggleton (201829). A reserved matters application following the approval of
an earlier outline application for 3 detached houses on land adjacent to the existing main property on
the A4103.
Cont ...

Enforcement Cases: Herefordshire Council’s Enforcement team is currently dealing with 3 cases
in Yarkhill. These are Orchard View at Newtown Cross, the Newtown Inn, and Monksbury Court
Barns in Monkhide.
Airband Fibre Broadband: Following delays caused by the Covid 19 lockdown and the need to
agree access to several areas of private land in Yarkhill, Airband has been able to install only 1.5km
of the initial infrastructure. A newly appointed external contractor is to complete the remaining rollout and it is expected that they will be on site from mid-September.
Road to Monkhide: A number of Monkhide residents continue to be concerned by delivery traffic
using the local road from the A4103 as a cut through to Monksbury Court, the barns development
and A417. In an effort to reduce these occurrences, a new gate has been erected after the ex-council
houses where the private lane begins and some of you are also educating drivers who insist on
ignoring the No Through Road signs. The more local residents who do this the better so please help if
you feel able. Herefordshire Council has been consulted on what additional formal measures can be
put in place on the adopted part of the road, but unfortunately, they will only agree to an additional 2
Dead End signs and these would have to be paid for by the Parish.

OPEN AIR CINEMA YARKHILL
I’m sure many of you have missed going to the cinema over the last three months but the residents in
the community around Yarkhill Church had the opportunity to enjoy the cinema a few weeks ago.
There is a very active WhatsApp group in the community and all of us received an invitation to a free
open air cinema presentation in a safe environment. A very generous and well known member of the
community and his wife who have always been very active members supporting village events, invited
all their neighbours to a free open air cinema presentation in the grounds of their house.
The house has a very large courtyard and seven households were invited to bring their own chairs and
refreshment and to sit in household groups, a minimum of 3 metres apart. The community minded
couple who arranged the event had organised a projector, cinema screen and sound equipment and
chose a film which would appeal to young as well as old, after seeking the views of the community on
WhatsApp. Two sterling technical members of the community acted as crew and set up the equipment.
We arrived in advance of the films start time at 8.30pm all ensuring that we were socially distanced
and looked forward to the film. It had been a warm sunny day and unfortunately it was too light at
8.30 pm to see the film on the screen so we enjoyed our beer and wine and talked loudly to each other
so we could be heard over the distance we were all sat apart. Our hosts generously provided ice creams
which had been planned for the intermission but kept us occupied while we waited for the film to
commence. At 9.30pm the light had fallen enough for the film to begin.
It was an amazing experience sitting in the dark watching the excellent film Rocketman about Elton
John. The atmosphere created by the dark and the open air was superb and the great songs and scenes
made the whole event a thrilling experience.
Comments after were mainly “can we do it again” and “what film can we watch next time”. It was an
amazing and extraordinary experience in a neighbourly and caring community. Thanks to our kind
hosts for their generosity.

Scaffold tower for hire
The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival have purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised at last year’s event which can be hired by
anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.
The details of the tower are as follows: Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max
platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M (approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a
pair of wheels to allow the tower to be moved around.
If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667 E: martinennis325@gmail.com

St John the Baptist’s Church, Yarkhill

Yarkhill Church is pleased to be able to WELCOME individuals or households for private prayer on two afternoons weekly.
Currently the Church is open for Private Prayer on
Sundays …….…..1.30pm to 3.30pm
Wednesdays …..3.30pm to 5.30pm.

As Covid restrictions are gradually being lifted we are looking forward to
resuming public worship.

Church Services will begin on
SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER at 11.00am
when we will give thanks for the Harvest.
Thereafter Services will be held on the first Sunday of each month at
11.00am.
Please do come and use St. John the Baptist’s for personal prayer or join a
Monthly Service

We ask all visitors to respect Social Distancing throughout their visit and to
adhere to new arrangements.

Red Kite PEST CONTROL
& Wildlife Management
For all your local Pest Control requirements
Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments
All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests
Specialized Trapping service

Pest Prevention and Proofing

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection
Free Advice ~ Free no obligation Quotations
Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987

LOCAL TREE SURGEON
All Aspects of Tree Work
NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured
JOHN WALSH
01531 670423

07970 879381

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com

Newtown Cross Garage
SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS
We not only supply fuel and gas!
We have an extensive grocery shop offering
LOCAL PRODUCE


BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD



VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD



BEER FROM STOKE LACY



FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER
And we are renowned for our



TARTS from Ross



POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME



CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE



LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE



CHEESE FROM LEDBURY



MILK FROM BARTONSHAM

Newtown Cross Garage
Lower Eggleton
Yarkhill
Tel. 01531 670500

As the Newsletter is currently being emailed there is no restriction on the number of pages
or amount of colour I can include. I thought this monthly publication from West Mercia
Police might make interesting reading ...

A fabulous photograph of the Walsh family
tribute to VE Day

Yarkhill Charities. There are funds available to benefit the villagers of Yarkhill. This can be by
way of aiding historical or architectural features, helping those who need financial assistance of any
sort; or helping those at school, college or university with books, clothing, tools etc. There is no
publicity and recipients can be assured of complete discretion in this matter. If you feel you can
benefit or know of anyone who may please get in touch with Helen Parker, Garford Farm,
Yarkhill HR13ST or telephone 01432 890226

AND FINALLY ..... THE FOLLOWING FIVE PAGES ARE A SURVEY HEING CARRIED OUT BY WEST MERCIA
POLICE. IT IS NOT OBLIGATORY TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY BIUT I THOUGHT SOME OF YOU MAY WISH
TO.

