Dec 2021 /Jan 2022

What a beautiful place to live—we are so lucky.

YARKHILL CORONAVIRUS SAFE GUARDING GROUP
The Yarkhill Hub is still operating so if anyone, or anyone you know needs help during
the Coronavirus situation please make contact with one of the following co-ordinators.
For MONKHIDE VILLAGE .... Mandy Williams on 07780 586846
For YARKHILL CHURCH AREA .. Katie Bott on 01432 890388
For NEWTOWN AREA ........ Sallyanne Lees on 07801 108789

As you know, during these difficult times the Newsletter has been emailed
to all those people who have given permission for their email address to be
used. This will continue to be the case until such time as it is considered
safe for the newsletter to be hand delivered once again. If you know
someone who specifically wants a hard copy please let me know. There
will be several copies in the Village Hall and Church entrances.

CONTACTS
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437

A Message from Jeff Hughes—Chairman of Yarkhill Parish Council.
The decorations appear to be going up and the frequency of Amazon delivery vans passing my
house has increased so Xmas is evidently upon us and let's hope that it is a much better one than
last year when it was so difficult to get together with family and friends.
It has not been an easy past 12 months and often difficult to do so many of the things that we have
always taken for granted. The Parish Council had to cancel its normal meetings between January
and September, communicating by email and phone instead, and I would like to thank those of
you who have kept us on our toes during this period. Hopefully, nothing has gone unanswered or
unaddressed while we have also been able to progress initiatives such as the reduction of traffic
speeding at Newtown Cross.
At the current time, we look forward to pursuing our agenda into 2022 with your continued
support, but of course will take guidance on any health or safety measures that we are advised to
implement. In the meantime, and on behalf of all of us on the Parish Council, let me wish you a
very happy Christmas and New Year. No festive message is however complete without a plea so, if
you are out and about walking or riding during the holiday, please remember to close footpath and
bridleway gates behind you!

PC Meeting 28th September 2021 – Essential Matters
Road safety improvements at Newtown Cross. We have been lobbying hard for improvement
measures to reduce speeding and the number of accidents along the A4103 west of the traffic lights. As a
result, it is hoped there will be two separate projects undertaken by Herefordshire Council with the input
of West Mercia Police and Parish Council. Firstly, the 40mph speed limit would be extended further west
beyond the sharp bend to delay vehicles increasing their speed until it is safer to do so. Secondly, the
road markings on this stretch would be reconfigured and additional signage installed to deter speeding
especially when approaching from the west. The PC is further evaluating the installation of a set of town
gates on the verges as you enter the 40mph limit which is considered to be effective in slowing traffic if
combined with other measures. Unfortunately, these would not be funded by Herefordshire Council and
no grant funding is available.
Culverts & Ditches. Herefordshire Council has asked the PC to remind residents of their
responsibility to maintain culverts on their land and in front of their properties as we come into the
autumn and winter. Our Lengthsman undertook clearance work in Yarkhill and Monkhide earlier this
year and will be bringing in equipment to jet through the culverts in Monkhide shortly.
Verge Cutting. We will hold a meeting early next year to discuss the question of whether there are any
verges in the parish where cutting could be reduced to once a year in the interest of encouraging wild
flower growth. This is only permissible on C roads and where road safety would not be compromised.
Comments were made that the verges have become difficult to use in a number of locations where they
are vital to pedestrians in avoiding oncoming traffic. The problem appears to be that during clearance,
the spoils were placed on top of the verges and left there since there was no alternative location where
they could be deposited. We will investigate what options exist to remove them and the cost involved.
Using the PC’s financial reserves. We have intentionally built up a prudent reserve not only to
provide a secure buffer given the increasing financial burden being placed on parish councils, but also to
allow us to invest in projects that will benefit the community. For instance, as Herefordshire Council may
not fund all the traffic improvement measures at Newtown Cross, we may now be able to do so in order
to get all the work completed.
Sight lines on the A4103 near the village hall. A concern was raised that, in pulling out of the
road from the village hall and turning right, the trees are increasingly obscuring sight lines. We will refer
this matter to Balfour Beatty.

Newsletter. A plea was made for more articles to be provided to our Parish Clerk for the Newsletter
which we will now once again be producing every other month subsequent to a PC meeting. Distribution
has also become more challenging and we will look to maximise the opportunity to deliver this
electronically wherever possible. If you are happy to receive the newsletter in this form and we do not
have your email address , please email Sallyanne at yarkhill@live.co.uk
Milk vending machine. The Clay’s, who own Showle Court, have approached the Parish Council and
Village Hall committees to discuss the possibility of installing a milk vending machine and shed at the
Village Hall. This would comprise one machine providing bottles and a second one dispensing
pasteurised milk and 10 milkshake flavours. Planning approval from Herefordshire Council will be
required so residents will have an opportunity to read through the proposal and submit comments if
they wish. We understand that there are similar ventures in Herefordshire and elsewhere in the UK
which have proved popular and successful.
Planning. Two previous applications remain pending due to the River Lugg phosphates issue and
there is no indication as to when this matter will be resolved.
The appeal to the Planning Inspectorate by the developer of the proposed 7 houses at Monksbury Court
Barns has yet to be determined despite this being submitted at the end of March.
There have been two new applications, the first for a change to the site layout related to the approved
day room at The Millstone in Lower Eggleton. The second is for a Class Q approval of the conversion of
an existing barn into a dwelling at Yarkhill Court.
Our 3 enforcement cases being dealt with by Herefordshire Council remain ongoing.
Jeff Hughes
PC Meeting 28th October 2021 – Essential Matters
A public meeting was called to discuss the retrospective planning application for the unauthorised two
storeys building on agricultural land at Ivy Cottage. This is situated adjacent to the A4103 entering
Newtown Cross from the east.
The owner of the building, Mr Higham, attended the meeting and presented his case for planning
approval. In doing so he expounded the sustainability and eco credentials of the structure which form
the basis of his application.
Members of the community expressed concern about the building and its primary purpose which will
actually be commercial to support the owner’s heating business which he intends to relocate from
nearby Baddymarsh Farm. Its secondary role will be to house ground source heating equipment which
will supply Ivy Cottage, the new house in the course of construction as well as the building itself. A
further concern was the message that would be sent if the application was to be approved by
Herefordshire Council that anyone with a field can build on it and apply for planning permission
later.
The Parish Council members stressed their support for business endeavour and for the incorporation of
eco-friendly measures into a property, but explained that the main issue is that the building and
associated works contravene the Government’s and Herefordshire Council’s planning policies as well as
Yarkhill’s NDP. Essentially, a large commercial building has been erected on protected agricultural
land and without the required permission. Its presence has a detrimental impact on the landscape and
the amenity of neighbouring properties while Councillors also expressed some reservations regarding
the impact of rainwater run-off on the surrounding area including the nearby watercourse. A further
concern related to a number of inconsistencies in the application itself.
The matter was put to a vote and the unanimous decision of the Parish Council was that it could not
support the application. This will be conveyed to Herefordshire Council with relevant comments.
Mr Higham was thanked for attending personally, for explaining his position and for answering
audience and PC questions.
Jeff Hughes - Chair

Scaffold tower for hire
The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival have purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised at last year’s event which can be hired by
anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.
The details of the tower are as follows: Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max
platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M (approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a
pair of wheels to allow the tower to be moved around.
If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667 E: martinennis325@gmail.com

News from the Parish Clerk
Please, please let me have some articles to put in the next Newsletter! Photographs, stories,
poems, even moans and groans. Pictures of beautiful pets, pictures from your family
celebrations—this Newsletter is for the Parish to share their stories and information—
please don't waste it. Very best wishes to you all and I hope you have a wonderful festive
season. Sallyanne

Saturday 11th December 1500—2000hrs. Station House, Tarrington HR1 4EY

Cont ......

Red Kite PEST CONTROL
& Wildlife Management
For all your local Pest Control requirements
Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments
All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests
Specialized Trapping service

Pest Prevention and Proofing

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection
Free Advice ~ Free no obligation Quotations
Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987

LOCAL TREE SURGEON
All Aspects of Tree Work
NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured
JOHN WALSH
01531 670423

07970 879381

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com

Newtown Cross Garage
SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS
We not only supply fuel and gas!
We have an extensive grocery shop offering
LOCAL PRODUCE


BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD



VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD



BEER FROM STOKE LACY



FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER
And we are renowned for our



TARTS from Ross



POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME



CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE



LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE



CHEESE FROM LEDBURY



MILK FROM BARTONSHAM

Newtown Cross Garage
Lower Eggleton
Yarkhill
Tel. 01531 670500

