June /July 2022

As you know, during these
difficult times the
Newsletter has been emailed
to all those people who have
given permission for their
email address to be used.
This will continue to be the
case until such time as it is
considered safe for the
newsletter to be hand
delivered once again. If you
know someone who
specifically wants a paper
copy please let me know.
There will be several copies
in the Village Hall and
Church entrances.

Thank you so much to all the people who sent me fabulous pictures of
Yarkhill, from animals to fruit, winter scenes and parish gatherings. Some
excellent contributions from our young people as well. I will use them all in
time.
Scaffold tower for hire
The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival have purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised at last year’s event which can be
hired by anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.
The details of the tower are as follows: Platform size:
1.45Mx 0.5M, Max
platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M (approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately
37kg and is fitted with a
pair of wheels to allow the tower to be moved around.

CONTACTS
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437

Chairman’s Update
We held our Annual PC meeting in May and I am delighted to have been appointed Chairman for
another year with Tom Misselbrook maintaining the role of Vice Chairman.
Sadly, we had to accept the resignation of Matthew Kirby as Parish Councillor. Matthew has recently
married and relocated from Yarkhill to Malvern so felt this was an appropriate time to leave us. We
would like to thank him very much for his commitment and enthusiasm, especially in organising our
twice-yearly litter picks, and wish him and his wife well for the future. As a result of this change, we do
now have an opening for a new Parish Councillor and if anyone has an interest in taking on the role,
can I ask you to get in touch with our Parish Clerk in the first instance.
In addition to the elections, we had a number of items on the meeting agenda and let me summarise
these as follows:
Ward Councillor Update: Many of you will know that Jonathan Lester is also Chairman of the
Scrutiny Committee at Herefordshire Council and this has been reviewing ways in which the planning
process can be improved. Twenty recommendations have been proposed as a result including the
reintroduction of planning surgeries which used to be a popular way of talking informally with planners
before submitting an application.
Some of you may have watched the recent Panorama programme which reported failings in Childrens’
Services in Herefordshire. Further funds are to be injected to address a number of the shortcomings
including a lack of trained staff. This will facilitate the bringing in of contractors which is essential to
plug the gaps in the near term.
Planning & Enforcement : Herefordshire Council has refused an application for three proposed
houses on the A4103 opposite the Newtown Inn. These were previously approved in 2020, but the
sanction had lapsed and the land, following adoption of our NDP in the meantime, now sits outside the
designated Newtown settlement boundary.
In the last Newsletter, we advised that the retrospective application for the large commercial building at
Ivy Cottage, also on the A4103 to the east of the Newtown crossroads, had been refused. The owner
subsequently opted to appeal to the Secretary of State and the deadline for comments has since passed.
We now await a final decision.
In 2020, the owner of The Paddocks, the traveller’s site in Newtown adjacent to the Newtown Inn,
submitted an application for three additional pitches and a day room. In light of an inability to
overcome the drainage challenges of the site, the application has been revised to include only the day
room and a reconfiguration of the land to provide horse box storage.
On enforcement matters, the owners and occupiers of the mobile home on green belt land at Newtown
have been allowed until August to relocate following the court case brought by Herefordshire Council at
which they were found guilty and fined.
Newtown Traffic Initiatives: While these appeared to be making good progress, we have now been
advised by Herefordshire Council that they are on hold because of a lack of funding. This is extremely
disappointing given the number of accidents that have occurred on the stretch to the west of the
crossroads, but we are committed to pushing for remedial work including the proposed extension of
the 40mph zone. At the very least, it is hoped to get the faded double white lined repainted in the near
future to help prevent drivers straying across the carriageway.
Pot Holes: You may have noticed that Balfour Beatty has recently been filling in our potholes
including the road from the A4103 to Monkhide. Remedial work has also been carried out on the worst
stretches of the Stoke Bridge Road between the A4103 and A438. Can I please encourage you to
continue to report any road defects to Herefordshire Council via the dedicated page on their website.
Drainage Grant: The grant scheme was significantly oversubscribed this year, but we have been
awarded £4339 which is less than we requested, but sufficient to undertake several important projects.
The most vital of these is on the road from the A4103 to Monkhide at the bottom of the driveway to
Showle Court where pipework needs replacing to prevent surface water run-off accumulating.

Milk Machine : After an amendment to the previously approved planning application to satisfy
health and safety requirements, the shed has now been erected at the village hall in preparation for
the installation of the dispensing machinery. The Clay’s are hoping to have the venture up and running in July and I am sure many of us are looking forward to sampling both the milk and variously
flavoured milk shakes.
Footpaths / Bridleways: We have received a number of complaints about the state of the path
that runs from the road to Monkhide up to Newtown which has become increasingly overgrown at the
top end. In the absence of remedial work by the landowner, we are looking at whether we can use our
Lengthsman to undertake an annual cut back. While this would be outside the scope of the grant
funding we receive, we would propose to meet the cost from the PC’s financial reserves.
Litter Pick: Thank you to those of you who helped with the recent litter pick. The worst road, as
usual, was Stoke Bridge between the A4103 and A438 where more than seven sacks were collected in
just two hours. We are also grateful to residents who continue to look after the area near their homes
which is vital given we have such a large area to cover.
Herefordshire Council Local Plan: The public consultation period for the plan has now ended.
As the framework for the County, including the provision of housing, this is an essential document for
the growth and wellbeing of Herefordshire and its population including all of us who live in Yarkhill.
Formal adoption will not take place until 2024 at which point, we may be compelled to review our
current NDP. In the interim, there will be further opportunities to have your say and I can only
encourage you to do so.
Jeff Hughes
Chair

Following the resignation of Matthew Kirby we now have a vacancy for a Parish
Councillor. If you would like to know more about this role, or indeed volunteer
your services, please contact the Parish Clerk in the first instance. This post will
also be advertised through the appropriate channels.

The Parish Accounts have been prepared, agreed and submitted to the appropriate
authorities. The accounts are available for anyone to view and you should approach
the Parish Clerk to access the information.

Comments from the Parish Clerk .
SPEEDING—Despite previous pleas, drivers are still speeding along our lanes, namely
Watery Lane and Monkhide Lane. The law now states that car drivers must prioritise
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. At least 2 metres must be allowed between the
person/bike/ horse, and it is also a legal requirement to pass horses at under 10
mph. Several horse riders are now wearing heads cams and as a result one
local driver is facing prosecution.
Can I also add that walkers, cyclists and horse riders should always thank passing traffic
as a matter of common courtesy. When out riding my pony I always thank cars, even if
they are being inconsiderate as they may think twice next time.
DOG MESS— I feel like I’m constantly nagging but I have to remind dog owners, yet
again, that dog mess should be picked up wherever it is deposited and not just on roads.
Shucknall Hill is littered with dog mess and so are many of the footpaths and grass
verges. Several land owners have now installed wild life cameras in the more affected
areas and dog owners not picking up after their pets will be reported. It is extremely
unpleasant to get back into your home to find that you have picked up dog mess on your
shoes, or to clean out your pony’s feet to discover the unpleasant remnants of dog mess.

Sallyanne

The Parish Council purchased a mug for all
children under the age of 16 living within the
Parish, as a gift to celebrate the Queens Platinum
Jubilee.
We have 9 mugs left for children who did not
receive one.
Any enquiries please to the Parish Clerk on
07801 108789 or at yarkhill@live.co.uk
Happy to arrange collection

One of the lovely photos sent in by a parishioner.

Still Pleading!!
Please, please let me have some articles to put in the next Newsletter! Photographs, stories,
poems, even moans and groans. Pictures of beautiful pets, pictures from your family
celebrations—this Newsletter is for the Parish to share their stories and information—
please don't waste it. Enjoy the summer ..... Sallyanne

A few photographs and reports about the
Yarkhill Jubilee Celebrations
On behalf of the Village Hall Committee I would like to thank the Parish Council for their donation
towards the cost of the Jubilee Afternoon Tea and all the donations of cakes and food that we
received. The Village Hall was beautifully decorated with Union Jack bunting and flags and it looked
the part for a very Royal occasion. It was a very successful with over 70 Parish Members and their
families attending. Our thanks also goes to the Yarkhill Church members for serving the teas and
coffees. The well organised raffle, with beautifully made up Hampers, managed to raise some much
needed funds for the Church. The Parish nibbled at sandwiches, grazed on local strawberries and
consumed large amounts of cake but the reason we had joined together as a Parish was to celebrate
a very special occasion The Royal Platinum Jubilee.
We look forward to welcoming you again for the Yarkhill Produce Show – 30th July 2022
All information and the entry form is at the back of this News Letter – closing date 25th July 2022
Tea and cake will also be served from 2pm after the Judging is complete.
Sarah Daw
Yarkhill Village Hall Chairman

Thanks to all those who made it to the Yarkhill Jubilee
Celebrations at the Village Hall on 5th June. More
than 75 people enjoyed prosecco and a delicious tea
in a fitting tribute to the 70th Anniversary of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's coronation. It was
wonderful to be back together again after the last
couple of years and a great celebration. Huge thanks
go to those who decorated, donated, organised,
baked, shopped and served. Katie Bott.

Jubilee Tea Party – from Jeff Hughes
What a fitting end to our Jubilee celebrations and huge thanks must go to all those who made the
afternoon tea party at the village hall on Sunday 5th June such a success.
The organisers did an amazing job of decorating the hall and preparing the tables giving the whole
event a truly celebratory feel. The tea itself proved to be a feast with so much on offer from
sandwiches to cakes and savoury snacks to fresh strawberries all complemented by a glass of chilled
Prosecco. Special mention must be made of the Jubilee cake as the main table centre piece – an
eye-catching piece of baking craftsmanship.
The final event of the afternoon was the raffle which proved to be a big draw judging by the number of
tickets sold. Our Vicar, Mandy Williams, did the honours by calling out the winning numbers though
how her mother won the final prize of a lovely planter remains a mystery, but she was clearly
delighted!
The weather forecast for the day was not promising, but it certainly didn’t put villagers off as there
was an amazing turnout well in excess of the numbers expected. Fortunately, there was plenty of
seating and more than enough food and drink to go round and the whole afternoon had a truly
friendly buzz to it. Everyone clearly enjoyed themselves and it was great to see so many people taking
up the theme of wearing something red, white and blue. Nothing too over the top fortunately!
So much planning and organisation goes into an event like this and people give up a lot of their time
to make it a success so it was particularly pleasing to see the party so well supported. In addition to
the Jubilee cake, it was clear that we have a number of other skilful bakers in the Parish as
demonstrated by the number and variety on offer so a final thanks to all those who rose to the
challenge and made sure that we all left well fed!

Red Kite PEST CONTROL
& Wildlife Management
For all your local Pest Control requirements
Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments

LOCAL TREE SURGEON
All Aspects of Tree Work
NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured
JOHN WALSH
01531 670423

07970 879381

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com

All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests
Specialized Trapping service

Pest Prevention and Proofing

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection
Free Advice ~ Free no obligation Quotations
Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987

Guidance for Complaints Procedure
It is vital that the public has confidence in the high standards of local government,
and that there is transparency about the conduct of councillors and the mechanisms
for dealing with alleged breaches of the Codes of Conduct. Equally, it is vital that
councillors themselves have confidence in these mechanisms, and that
investigations into such complaints abide by the principles of natural justice.
Under the Model Code of Conduct, councillors are required to cooperate with any
Code of Conduct investigation and respect the impartiality of officers. This is in
recognition of the key role monitoring officers have in ensuring what might be
contentious and difficult issues are handled fairly. This guidance is to support them in
carrying out their duties.
More than 100,000 people give their time as councillors. The majority do so with the
very best motives, and they conduct themselves in a way that is beyond reproach.
However, public perception tends to focus on a minority who in some way abuse their
positions or behave badly. Even where behaviour does falls short most issues are
resolved easily through a simple apology or through swift action from an officer, a
political group or meeting chair. Reference to the Code of Conduct and a formal
complaint are very much the last resort where issues remain unresolved.
Anyone who considers that a councillor may have breached the Code of Conduct
may make a complaint to that councillor’s local authority, usually via the principal
authority’s monitoring officer. Each complaint must be assessed to see if it falls within
the authority’s legal jurisdiction, for example whether the subject member was acting
as a councillor or representative of the authority at the time. A decision must then be
made on whether or not some action should be taken, either as an investigation or
some other form of action.
When a matter is referred for investigation or other action, it does not mean that a
decision has been made about the validity of the allegation. It simply means that the
authority believes the alleged conduct, if proven, may amount to a failure to comply
with the Code of Conduct and that some action should be taken in response to the
complaint.
The process for dealing with Code of Conduct complaints must be fair and be seen
to be fair. The law does not specify how complaints are to be handled. However, in
most authorities, initial assessment of complaints that a councillor may have
breached the Code of Conduct is usually carried out by the authority’s monitoring
officer (in our case the Parish Clerk and one other Councillor who is not party to the
complaint). Even where the matter is normally delegated to the monitoring officer,
they may reserve the right to refer the matter to a committee of councillors, for
example where the monitoring officer has a conflict of interest or the matter is
particularly high-profile.

Local authorities, including parish and town councils, should publish information on
their websites about what can and cannot be considered as a complaint, how to
complain (including a standard complaints form if appropriate) and where Code of
Conduct complaints should be sent to. They should also provide clear details of the
procedures they will follow in relation to any written allegation received about a
councillor.
Yarkhill Parish has produced a complaint form which sets out all the information
they expect to receive from a complainant. This can be helpful to both the authority
and the complainant. The form can be found at the end of this information.
Complaints do not have to be made using the form but should include the
information requested in the form.
The authority should also make it clear that only in exceptional circumstances
would a complainant be granted confidentiality and that as a matter of fairness the
complainant’s identity would normally be disclosed to the subject member
Under the Localism Act, however, formal complaints must be submitted in writing.
This includes electronic submissions, though the requirement for complaints to be
submitted in writing must be read in conjunction with the Equality Act 2010 and the
duty to make adjustments. For example, a complainant may have a disability that
prevents them from making their complaint in writing. In such cases, authorities
may need to transcribe a verbal complaint and then produce a written copy for
approval by the complainant or the complainant’s representative.
When a complaint is received by the local authority the relevant officer should
acknowledge its receipt and set out the process to be taken to assess the complaint
with an agreed timescale.
The full Guidance information can be accessed at Guidance on Member Model Code
of Conduct Complaints Handling | Local Government Association

Newtown Cross Garage
SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS
We not only supply fuel and gas!
We have an extensive grocery shop offering
LOCAL PRODUCE


BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD



VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD



BEER FROM STOKE LACY



FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER
And we are renowned for our



TARTS from Ross



POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME



CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE



LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE



CHEESE FROM LEDBURY



MILK FROM BARTONSHAM

Newtown Cross Garage
Lower Eggleton
Yarkhill
Tel. 01531 670500

