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BREAKING NEWS HOT OFF THE PRESS
A LOCAL WINNER

Text message received from
Harvey Clay yesterday
morning 0 - Very hot here at
Three Counties! George with
his Shropshire Breed
Champion will be off round the
grand parade this

afternoon ......




Chairmandés Update

Planning & Enforcement

It has been relatively quiet on the planning front over the last two months
without any fresh applications. LTF Properties, which is seeking approval

for the development of four houses at Monksbury Court Barns, has

submitted a new proposal for managing surface and waste water and
comments have been invited via Heref

There continue to be six undecided applications sitting with the Council
partly reflecting the ongoing nutrients issue within the river Lugg
catchment. The decision date for the anaerobic digester application
(ref: 222728) was the end of March, but it remains pending.

Newtown Traffic Speed and Safety Initiative

We were able to organise a site meeting with West Mercia Police and the
Highways Officer at Herefordshire Council on the 14t March. It is readily
accepted that improvements, especially to the west of the crossroads, are
badly needed irrespective of budget constraints and a number of ideas were
discussed including the resurrection of the previous proposal to extend the
40mph speed limit along this section. There was a further conversation
about the area of trees on the left of the A4103 heading towards the
Monkhide turning which is creating a dangerous blind spot for traffic
approaching Newtown from the east. We hope to be able to provide a
progress report on each of these at the next PC meeting.

Monkhide Sewage Treatment Plant

After our last meeting, it was agreed that the PC would speak to Welsh
Water concerning the ongoing issues with the plant while we would also
look at the feasibility of undertaking water testing at the outflow point into
the river Lodon. | subsequently contacted Steven Wilson, the MD of Waste
Water Services at Welsh Water who agreed to investigate and a review was
undertaken at the end of February. This highlighted a defective surface seal
causing the increase in smell, which was replaced, and the need for an
additional pump to better regulate the erratic flow of waste water going into
the plant to improve its efficiency. | am told that this has since been fitted.
Additionally, the tank was emptied and a higher level of bacteria added to
help increase the rate of the natural breakdown process which forms the
basis of the way in which this type of unit operates.



A follow up report from the company advised that they are continuing to

take water samples from the plant itself and at the outflow point, but are
satisfied that it is currently working as it should be. What is clear from my
discussions is that Welsh Water will not replace this unit or upgrade it.

They would prefer to respond to immediate call outs and undertake any
necessary remedial work no matter how many times this become necessary.
In the meantime, lan Carr will be organising the taking of our own sample

of water from below the outflow pipe which will be sent for analysis and the
results used in further discussions with Welsh Water. We will, of course,
keep everyone advised.

Litter Picking

Caroline Borley was congratulated for the excellent work she has done in
reinvigorating litter picking within our parish after community picks were

simply no longer working. There is already a noticeable difference to our

verges and laybys and it is hoped that Herefordshire Council will install

Ano | i tteringo signs in the most abu
Caroline has further investigated the placing of a new waste bin on the A417
lay-by just past the entrance to Whitwick Manor heading north which the
Council has agreed to empty. Can | thank those of you who have volun-

teered to undertake the physical work of litter picking which has made such

a big difference in a very short space of time.

Verge Damage on Road to Monkhide

There have been two recent accidents on this stretch of road, both within a
week and due to people from outside the area driving at excessive speed.
The first caused significant damage to the verge near Showle Court which
then impacted the culvert below. Fortunately, our Lengthsman was able to
come out over the weekend in question and undertook emergency work
before returning subsequently to clear the debris from the culvert itself.
This prevented any subsequent flooding which is just as well after the rain
of the last few weeks.

The second accident involved a flatbed truck and one of our local residents
whose car sustained considerable damage. Fortunately, she and her child
were uninjured. This also happened on the stretch to the north of Showle
Court and we have since had the verge tidied up.

A number of residents have asked us about warning signs along the most
dangerous sections of the road and we will investigate what can be done.



Some of you have also been querying the red paint markings on the
carriageway between the A4103 and Monkhide. Our Lengthsman has
been using these to identify the locations of drains which have become
covered with debris over the winter as well as surface channels into the
culverts which have also become blocked. These have all now been
cleared and re-dug so any excess surface water should drain away and
avoid the risk of flooding along the road itself. This remains essential
maintenance work and we were fortunate in having been able to secure
grant funding to cover the cost.

Rail Bridge 1 Stoke Bridge Road Closure A4103 to A438

We have been in contact with Network Rail with regard to implementing
a weight restriction or road narrowing across the bridge, but were told by
Network Rail that this is down to Herefordshire Council. Herefordshire
Council subsequently informed us that this is not the case and that it is
the responsibility of Network Rail to make any such proposal which the
Council will then consider. We have taken this up once again with
Network Rail and will provide an update in due course.

Anél Finally

As we hopefully get into some better weather and enjoy the local

countryside and fresh air, can | remind everyone to please shut footpath
and bridleway gates after going thr
bags if you take your dog with you!

Jeff Hughesi Chair

Valuing our verges

16-05-2023 11:14 AM BST

Herefordshire Council and its partner, Balfour Beatty Living Places (BBLP), are working together this
spring and summer to maintain roadside verges in a way that will ensure the safety of road users while
improving local biodiversity.

Scaffold tower for hire

The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival have pur c heatswhich caa beshiced f|jf ol d
by anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.  The details of the tower are as follows: Pla tform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M,

Max  platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M (approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximate ly 37kg and is

fitted with a pair of wheels to allow the tower to be moved around.

If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667 E: martinennis325@gm ail.com

CONTACTS

PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025

CHURCH WARDEN': Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO -ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437




Chai rmands Annual St at e me

Election

| am pleased to have been reelected as Chair of the Parish Council for a further
year. Tom Misselbrook has been reelected as our Vice Chair.

Review & Update

In this Statement | will adopt usual practice which is to provide an overview of the
year just gone by and an update on current activities. Our year runs from the Bt
April to the 31st March and in the period to the end of March 2023 we made some
good progress, but there were also challenges and frustrations especially in light of
budget constraints within Herefordshire Council which hampered progress on
initiatives such as the much-needed road safety improvements at Newtown Cross.
Let me address some specific topics while providing a summary of discussions
from the May PC meeting.

Lengthsman

The profile of our Parish is such that we have a particular need of the Lengthsman

not only to reduce flood risk, but also to ensure our footpaths and bridleways can

be enjoyed by all. Thanks to Sallyanneos
the Parishes able to secure funding from Herefordshire Council which enabled us

to undertake all the work we had planned. This included digging out and restoring

the culverts in Monkhide and Yarknhill, clearing the surface drains, jetting through

all the pipework and installing new drainage pipes beneath the entrance drive to

Showle Court after the old ones were found to be damaged preventing excess

surface water draining into the canal basin. In the event, the PC only had to spend
A850 of its own funds for the Lengthsman
excellent result.

Litter Picking

It had become increasing evident in 2022 that out system of organising

community litter picks twice a year was simply no longer working. After discussing
various ideas, we opted to implement a new more locally focused and flexible
scheme where picking can take place on a far more ad hoc basis. We are extremely
grateful to Caroline Borley for volunteering to take on the task of running and
co-ordinating this activity in the Parish where the improvements to our verges are
already evident. We had not expected such a wealth of volunteers to come forward

i n support of Carolinebs scheme and we m
up to help out. Over the next few weeks, we will be erecting a number of
ANo Litteringo signs in those places whi

dropping their rubbish, especially drivers.



Planning & Enforcement

A large part of our responsibility is for planning, not only to ensure that we are
satisfying the housing targets placed on us by Herefordshire Council, but also to
make sure these are built in the right location and in an appropriate style while
being of the desired size. Our NDP continues to be critical in specifying the
necessary criteria.

In 2022, we had 11 planning applications in the Parish. The PC supported 6,
withheld support from 1 and objected to 4. Only 1 was approved contrary to our
objection while 1 that we supported was refused by Herefordshire Council on
heritage grounds. At the present time, there are 6 undecided applications largely
due to the River Lugg nutrients issue.

The largest application in the Parish currently is for the Anaerobic Digester at
Whitwick Manor which had a planning decision date of 31st March 2023. However,
following a request under the Environmental Impact Regulations, the developer
was required to submit additional documentation and incorporate changes to the
original plans. Once these have been received and validated by the Planning
Authority at Herefordshire Council, the application will have to go out for fresh
public consultation. This means that we are unlikely to see a decision anytime soon
and may well need to hold a further public meeting to discuss the updated proposal.

While it has generally been a quiet period on the planning front, a new application
has been submitted by the owner of Little Yarkhill Court for the part conversion of a
barn into office space which includes a partial change of use request. The PC will be
submitting comments shortly.

Newtown Cross Road Traffic Safety

| know that many of us have been frustrated at the inaction caused by a lack of
funding within Herefordshire Council while, at the same time, we have continued to
see vehicle accidents along the western stretch of the A4103 in particular. On the
back of more recent incidents, we asked Herefordshire Council and West Mercia
Police to attend a site visit last month to see what can be done. | am pleased to say
that we did make some progress.

The 2021 proposal to extend the 40mph speed limit further west is now back on the
agenda and the plans and consultation that took place at the time remain valid. It
was also suggested that speed warning signs could be painted on an upgraded road
surface which is apparently a more effective deterrent than a standard kerbside
sign. It may be however, that the PC would have to meet the cost of this work or
source grant funding which would also be the case if we were to look at installing
repeater speed warning signs. While we had originally considered having gates at
the beginning of the 40mph area, we were advised that these are not only costly and
require maintenance, but also far less effective unless additional measures are
included.

While this continues to be a slow-going process, we are committed to seeing safety
improved and excessive speeds curbed within the Newtown Cross area and will
provide updates as appropriate at PC meetings and in the Yarkhill Newsletter.



Stokebridge Road Rail Bridge

While we spoke with Network Rail on a number of occasions about the closure of
the bridge between the A4103 and A417, they were not overly helpful with
information or our suggestions for improving safety. The bridge has now
re-opened, but Network Rail will not be proposing a weight restriction or
carriageway narrowing to Herefordshire Council. Permanent traffic lights are

also not a viable option due to the lack of an electricity supply in this location.
Good to see the bridge open again, but disappointing that we have been unable
to get it made safer.

Financial Position

Il n 2022/ 23, the PC6s two main sources of
totalling £12,736 and our main single item of expenditure was the Lengsthman

at £5,354 after VAT recovery. Our year end bank balance was £14,703

unadjusted. This is a sufficiently robust number remembering that one of the

bi ggest challenges facing Council s such
available at a time when County Councils are pushing more costs downwards.

The availability of grant funding for future Lengthsman work is also uncertain

which is our biggest concern given our reliance on this service to mitigate flood

risk in the Parish.

Our accounts will now be reviewed independently, and Councillors approved
Caroline Borley to undertake this task on the basis of her prior company
experience. She will report back to the PC on these after which they will be
submitted for approval to Councillors before being examined by our external
Government Appointed auditor.

Following a question from the audience at the PC meeting, we can confirm that
our audited accounts will be put on noticeboards and on our website as soon as
they are available. As always, should there be any questions regarding the
accounts or if you wish to view them in more detail, please contact myself or the
Parish Clerk to arrange.

Jeff Hughes 1 Chair

The Yarkhill Parish Council Accounts have now been finalised, internglly
audited, approved by the Parish Council and submitted to the Governinent
Appointed External Auditor for certification. The AGAR forms and
supporting information is on the Yarkhill Website and in all 4 notice
boards. If anyone wishes to view the accounts in more detail, or indegd
you have any questions regarding the accounts, please contact the
Chairman (Jeff Hughes) to arrange an appointment with himself and the
Responsible Financial Officer (Sallyanne)




‘ Q 9 & West Mercia
NEIGHBOURHOOD MATTERS POLICE

Keeping those on two wheels safe

ROAD SAFETY

With a national enforcement operation taking place this week, West Mercia
Police are urging all road users to share the road responsibly to reduce the
number of collisions we continue to see involving motorcycles and bicycles.
The operation is being run across the UK and coordinated by NPCC, the
National Police Chiefs” Council, to improve the safety of those on two
wheels.

Those using two wheels unfortunately feature heavily
within road collisions. Last year the Highway Code was
amended to place more responsibility on those road
users who have potential to cause the greatest harm,
helping to improve the safety for people walking,
cycling and riding.

CHECK
YOUR

The aim of the national operation is to raise awareness
amongst all road users to improve driver behaviour when
sharing the road with those on two wheels but also to
educate those using cycles and motorbikes of the dangers of = MIRRORS
not having the correct skills, knowledge and personal FOR
protective equipment.

@ West Mercia

POLICE

ROAD SAFETY

With a national seat belt enforcement operation starting next week, West
Mercia Police are urging all motorists to stay safe and belt up.

The operation is being run to ensure motorists are using their seatbelts and
child restraints correctly and to crack down on offenders who continue to
break the law. In the UK it is a legal requirement for drivers and passengers
to wear a seatbelt, unless they have an exemption and it is the driver’s legal
responsibility to ensure that any passenger under 14 years old is using the
appropriate child restraint.

Over the past 3 years in West Mercia 18 people have been killed and 42
seriously injured in collisions where a seatbelt has not been worn.
Throughout the operation officers will be out and about in local communities
taking part in a mixture of enforcement and educational initiatives.



VILLAGE HALL NEWS & EVENTS

On the 7" May the Village Hall Committee together with the Church Committee
hosted a celebration tea party to commemorate the Kings Coronation. The
Village Hall was decorated in a beautiful regal theme ready to welcome the
t I NAaK YR CNASYRa (2 Ad&a OStSOoNIGA
amazing turn out with 72 attending, all enjoyed endless cakes, sandwiches, an
savoury delights with a beautifully poured cup of tea. A raffle was held with
beautiful hampers as prizes and the Church was able to raise some much
needed funds for Yarkhill Church. It was again lovely to see so many of the
local community to come together to celebrate this momentous occasion. A
big thank you to all those who donated food and our thanks also to the Parish
Council for a donation to help with the amazing spread.

We look forward to welcoming you all back for the Yarkhill Produce Show on
the 29" July 35pmc tea, cake and a look at our parish produce.

Sarah Daw
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have donated one to each child who lives in the Parish. Some were colle
S §Z C }(sz "W E]+Z }E&}v S]}v d W ESC | uS
collection. They will be available to collect at the Yarkhill Produce Show TFn

Yarkhill Parish Council bought mugs to celebrate the Kings Coronation anf
ted

29" July 35pm  Or please call Sarah Daw 07929735186 for collection detgils.

The Yarkhill Village Hall Committee would
like to express their sincere gratitude and
thanks to DAVID MADGEN for his long
service and commitment on the committee.
David has been the Treasurer for over 20
years, and we are all most grateful for all his
time spent helping the Village Hall. As a
committee we all thought it our duty to put
up a plaque thanking him for all his hard
work and loyalty. Sarah Daw

Please remember to protect these little chaps by
keeping your dogs on leads when passing througk
livestock fields.




