
 

     

CONTACTS 
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk 
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025 
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)   
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437 

March/April 2024 

Yarkhill Charities.  There are 

funds available to benefit the villagers of Yarkhill.  This can be by way of aiding historical or archi-

tectural features, helping those who need financial assistance of any sort; or helping those at 

school, college or university with books, clothing, tools etc.  There is no  publicity and recipients 

can be assured of complete discretion in this matter.  If you feel you can benefit or know of anyone 

who may please get in touch with Helen Parker, Garford Farm, Yarkhill HR13ST or telephone 

DOG OWNERS 

Over the past few weeks there have been several        

complaints of loose dogs frightening horses and other 

dogs, running up to walkers and jumping up at them and 

owners being unable to recall their dogs when this     

happens.  Not everyone likes over friendly dogs jumping 

up at them—especially muddy ones.  Horses are        

powerful creatures and if dogs run up to them they are 

likely to kick out and injure a dog; or they may throw 

the rider in panic and run onto a road.  Please, all dog 

walkers,  consider the consequences of  your dog’s        

actions, not only on your dog but also on other people.   



 

     

Chairman’s Update – March 2024 
 

Councillor Co-Option 
The Parish Council is delighted to welcome Peter Durnan as our new Councillor following the          
resignation of Tom Misselbrook towards the end of last year. 
 
Peter has lived in the Parish for just under 7 years and brings a wealth of diverse and professional  
experience to the role. Many of you will know him from his daily walks with his dog Finlay and his 
regular attendance at PC meetings and litter picks together with his wife Sharon. In his short    
presentation to the Council and audience, Peter explained that one of his wishes is to help blur the 
lines between the three separate areas of the Parish and try to bring it more closely together. He is 
an excellent listener and hopes to have an opportunity to talk to as many residents over the coming 
months as possible. In addition, he is looking to contribute to our efforts to better manage some of 
our infrastructure challenges especially in relation to flooding and residential housing development. I 
am convinced that Peter will be an invaluable asset to us. 
 
Peter’s competitor for the position, James Snell, also gave us a short presentation highlighting his 
long history and knowledge of the Parish. Having started so promisingly, it was therefore                 
disappointing to many of us that he had to be reminded of the intended nature of his speech when 
he began to move away from the brief which centred on the question “why I wish to become a     
Parish Councillor”. On the second occasion where a reminder was necessary, he chose to withdraw 
his candidacy. This was noted and accepted by the Clerk. 
 
Planning & Enforcement  
There are two updates since the previous PC meeting. 
 
In 2022, a development of 7 houses adjacent to Monksbury Court Barns was approved on appeal 
and, last year, the site was sold to Kinspire Homes with the relevant planning permission attached. 
We  understand that construction may start shortly. Kinspire is maintaining the style and layout of 
the properties on the site, but has proposed some small cosmetic changes to each dwelling.                   
Herefordshire Council deemed these as “non material” and has approved the modifications. 
 
A planning application has been submitted for the construction of a new 3 bed detached property at 
Northcroft in Newtown Cross. Following a site visit in December, we had a number of questions 
which we referred to Herefordshire Council. It subsequently transpired that these are identical to 
those raised by the Planning Officer and it is intended that he will hold discussions with the             
developer’s agent to resolve them. Dependant on the outcome we may update our original          
comments. 
 
There continue to be a number of undecided applications within Yarkhill reflecting the phosphate  
issue within the River Lugg catchment. As yet, there has been no permanent solution identified   
within Herefordshire Council. 
 
Defibrillator 
We were advised that the Village Hall Committee is looking at the instillation of a defibrillator either 
at the hall or the Spar shop given the nearest alternative is in Tarrington. The PC will consider a      
financial contribution 
 
Ward Councillor 
In Jonathan Lester’s absence, he asked me to explain that the higher than preferred 4.99% rise in 
Council Tax was an absolute necessity in order to ensure the robust financial position of                   
Herefordshire Council for the next 3 years. 
 



 

     

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 

Can you help? 
Any website experts out there, or even amateurs? We would like the Village Hall to 
have its own simple website with booking information and prices, but we need 
someone with the skills and time to help us produce and maintain this. Text and    
images would be supplied and we aren’t looking for anything fancy. If you can help, 
please contact katiebott@gmail.com 

Outbuildings for rent 
The outbuildings at the Village Hall are surplus to requirements but in need of some 

repair. Is there an enterprising person out there who would be interested in using the 

building in exchange for peppercorn rent and making repairs at their own cost? The 

building would be ideal for a range of uses, including workshop space, secure     

storage for plant & equipment, general workspace, wood drying, dog grooming, 

shop etc. We’re open to ideas! If you are interested  please  contact   

     martinennis325@gmail.com 

The Council has just been awarded a £102m grant by the Government for infrastructure work which is 
expected to fund road improvements and an increase in Lengthsman funding for parishes such as 
Yarkhill. It is too early to provide firm details. 

Yarkhill Road Safety 

Despite the introduction of an extended 40mph zone through Newtown Cross, there remains an issue 
with speeding motorists especially on the two more dangerous bends along this section. The current 
proposal being discussed with Herefordshire Council Highways and West Mercia Police is for the I 
nstallation of chevron warning signs in an attempt to slow motorists down and encourage them to 
drive more responsibly and in line with road conditions. We will provide an update in due course. 

Newsletter Distribution 

Following a recent survey undertaken by the Parish Council, 83% of residents would prefer to  receive 
our Newsletter via email rather than by hand. This represents a substantial shift over the last few 
years and one that will help us keep our costs down whilst also being a far more  environmentally 
friendly option. Thank you to all those of you who responded so promptly. 

2024 / 25 Budget 

The Parish Council has agreed its final budget for the next financial year. This is considered to be a  
prudent approach in light of the continued challenges facing all Councils. Thanks to the work of our 
Parish Clerk, we have secured increased Lengthsman funding which should help reduce the pressure 
on this aspect of our commitment to help manage flood risk and protect the homes of residents. All 
relevant financial information will be available on our website.  

Can I also thank Andy Lees for his fundamental remodelling of the site over the last few months in an 
effort to make it more visually attractive and user friendly. 

Springtime  

We are coming to that time of year when fields will begin to fill with sheep, lambs and cows and have 
been asked to remind walkers and riders to kindly maintain control of their dogs and to shut all farm 
gates after they have passed through to avoid animals escaping. We very much appreciate your help 
with these important, but simple steps. 

Jeff Hughes 

mailto:katiebott@gmail.com
mailto:martinennis325@gmail.com


 

     

News from the Parish Clerk. 

Thank you all for your response to the letter about how you would like to receive 

your newsletter.   This Newsletter will be the first one for several people and if 

any of your would like to  see previous issues do please let me know and I will 

email them to you.  Newsletters are also readily available on the Parish Website.   

Don’t forget there is now space available for any parishioner wishing to buy, sell 

or swap items.  Just contact  me for information.   

I am now sending all relevant planning applications to households signed up to 

receive information from me.  You can also view new applications by going onto 

the Herefordshire Council website and visiting the planning portal.   Information 

on planning applications is also available in the Yarkhill website.    

Finally, I have been asked to publish two items of correspondence from               

Parishioners who wish to remain anonymous.  Whilst this has presented a         

dilemma, I am aware that their comments reflect the general mood of  numerous 

parishioners.  I am also conscious that in the interest of transparency, honesty 

and free speech, and bearing in mind that this is the parishioners Newsletter, 

there is no option but to print them as requested.  However, I would prefer not to 

find myself in this predicament again.  The letters are below and overleaf.   

 Sallyanne 

Anonymous email received from Parishioner following PC Meeting on 5th March 2024 

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the Parish Council and its             
commendable efforts in serving our community. As a dedicated 
resident of Yarkhill, I have witnessed the positive impact of the 
Council's initiatives and the unwavering commitment of its members to 
the betterment of our parish for many years. 
 
The Parish Council has consistently demonstrated a strong sense of 
responsibility, responsiveness, and dedication to addressing the needs 
and concerns of our community. The proactive approach in engaging with 
residents, organising community events, and implementing strategic 
projects has significantly contributed to the overall well-being of our 
parish. 
 
The recent aspersions cast by Councillors Kirby and Carr on the Parish 
Clerk and other Councillors has no place in local politics. I commend the rest of               
the committee for their tenacity and diligence in dealing with these characters and not 
allowing their disgraceful behaviour to detract from the good work they 
do for the Parish. 
 
Anonymous 



 

     



 

     

Scaffold tower for hire 

The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised  It 

can be hired by anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.   The details of the 
tower are as follows:  Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max    platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M 

(approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a  pair of 
wheels to allow the tower to be moved around. 

If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667  

E: martinennis325@gmail.com 



 

     

 

PARISH PAGE 

This page is for Yarkhill folk to advertise items for 

sale, swop or wanted.   Please make use of it—it is 

completely free for Yarkhill residents.  You can     

include photographs; if you don't want to publicise 

your telephone number you can use the Parish 

Clerk’s telephone number and she will pass the    

information on to you. 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME 

We have a 32inch Samsung HDTV that wants a new 
home. Works well despite being 7 years old and is at  
present in its original box. We have just upgraded to a 
larger screen. 
 
John and Ann Elliott 
 
phone number 07951290937. 

 PART TIME GARDENER REQUIRED 

Part time assistance needed in large garden 

in Yarkhill.  Hours by  arrangement and to 

suit.  No great knowledge needed – just                  

willingness!             Tel: 01432 890 226. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

FLOODING ADVICE 

Flooding can occur anywhere - you do not have to live near a river, stream or reservoir to be 

affected. This is because the drainage system, whether open watercourses or pipes, can become 

overwhelmed by the amount of water it is expected to carry. In addition, when the ground is         

saturated even small extra amounts of rainfall can have difficulty draining away from gardens and 

enclosed spaces. Owing to the nature of this type of flooding, it is very difficult to predict where it 

will happen.  

Who should I contact to report a flood? If you or your neighbours are in immediate danger 

call the Emergency Services – 999.   How you report a flood depends on the type of flooding it is.  

Highway flooding:  Balfour Beatty deal with incidents of flooding on our roads to keep them 

safe for the public. If you see flooding on the highway that could cause a danger to the public, or if 

floodwater is at risk of entering private property please call 01432 261800. 

Flooding from a sewer or fresh water pipe:  If you are concerned about flooding from a    

public sewer or fresh water pipe, please report it to the relevant water company: 

• Welsh Water: 0800 085 3968 (open 24 hours) 

• Severn Trent Water: 0800 783 4444 (open 24 hours) 

Main River or groundwater flooding: 

To report flooding from a main river or groundwater please call the Environment Agency Floodline 

on 0845 988 1188.  To report flooding from an ordinary watercourse please call 01432 261800. 

Prepare for flooding by following these simple steps to reduce the impact of flooding on your 

property:        . View the latest weather forecast on the Met Office website 

   .   View live river level information 

   .    View live flood warning map 

   .   Sign up for Floodline Warnings Direct from the Environment Agency – a free  

        service that provides automated flood warnings by telephone, mobile, email,  

        SMS text message or fax 

   .    View the Environment Agency website for the latest flood warnings (updated  

         every 15 minutes) 

   .    Call Floodline on 0845 988 1188 or Type talk 0845 602 6340 

Do not underestimate the danger and damage that a flood can cause.   Floodwater can be very    
dangerous; six inches of fast-flowing water can knock you off your feet; two feet can sweep away a 
car.  While the council endeavours to provide assistance wherever possible, it is your responsibility 
to protect your person and property.  There is lots of useful advice on the prepare your property for 
flooding page on the Environment Agency website. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

 

LOCAL TREE SURGEON 

All Aspects of Tree Work 

NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured 

JOHN WALSH 

01531 670423    07970 879381 

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com 

Red Kite  PEST CONTROL   

& Wildlife Management 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 

All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests 

Specialized Trapping service     Pest Prevention and Proofing 

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection 

Free Advice ~ Free no obligation  Quotations 

  Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987 

 

You can now buy organic butter and cheese from the Milk Machine 



 

     

 

 

 

Newtown Cross Garage 

SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS 

We not only supply fuel and gas! 

We have an extensive grocery shop offering 

LOCAL PRODUCE 

 

• BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD 

• VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD 

• BEER FROM STOKE LACY 

• FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER 

 And we are renowned for our  

• TARTS from Ross 

 

 

• POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME 

• CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE 

• LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE 

• CHEESE FROM LEDBURY 

• MILK FROM BARTONSHAM 

Newtown Cross Garage 

Lower Eggleton 

Yarkhill 

Tel. 01531 670500 



 

     

Guidance for Complaints Procedure 

 

It is vital that the public has confidence in the high standards of local government, 

and that there is transparency about the conduct of councillors and the mechanisms 

for dealing with alleged breaches of the Codes of Conduct. Equally, it is vital that 

councillors themselves have confidence in these mechanisms, and that                  

investigations into such complaints abide by the principles of natural justice. 

Under the Model Code of Conduct, councillors are required to cooperate with any 

Code of Conduct investigation and respect the impartiality of officers. This is in      

recognition of the key role monitoring officers have in ensuring what might be       

contentious and difficult issues are handled fairly. This guidance is to support them in 

carrying out their duties. 

 

More than 100,000 people give their time as councillors. The majority do so with the 
very best motives, and they conduct themselves in a way that is beyond reproach. 
However, public perception tends to focus on a minority who in some way abuse their 
positions or behave badly. Even where behaviour does falls short most issues are  
resolved easily through a simple apology or through swift action from an officer, a  
political group or meeting chair. Reference to the Code of Conduct and a formal  
complaint are very much the last resort where issues remain unresolved. 
 
Anyone who considers that a councillor may have breached the Code of Conduct 
may make a complaint to that councillor’s local authority, usually via the principal   
authority’s monitoring officer. Each complaint must be assessed to see if it falls within 
the authority’s legal jurisdiction, for example whether the subject member was acting 
as a councillor or representative of the authority at the time. A decision must then be 
made on whether or not some action should be taken, either as an investigation or 
some other form of action. 
 
When a matter is referred for investigation or other action, it does not mean that a 
decision has been made about the validity of the allegation. It simply means that the 
authority believes the alleged conduct, if proven, may amount to a failure to comply 
with the Code of Conduct and that some action should be taken in response to the 
complaint. 
 
The process for dealing with Code of Conduct complaints must be fair and be seen 
to be fair.  The law does not specify how complaints are to be handled. However, in 
most authorities, initial assessment of complaints that a councillor may have 
breached the Code of Conduct is usually carried out by the authority’s monitoring   
officer  and one other Councillor who is not party to the complaint. Even where the 
matter is normally delegated to the monitoring officer, they may reserve the right to 
refer the matter to a committee of councillors, for example where the monitoring     
officer has a conflict of interest or the matter is particularly high-profile. 



 

     

Local authorities, including parish and town councils, should publish information on 

their websites about what can and cannot be considered as a complaint, how to 

complain (including a standard complaints form if appropriate) and where Code of 

Conduct complaints should be sent to. They should also provide clear details of the 

procedures they will follow in relation to any written allegation received about a 

councillor. 

Yarkhill Parish has produced a complaint form which sets out all the information 
they expect to receive from a complainant. This can be helpful to both the authority 
and the complainant.  The form can be found at the end of this information.      
Complaints do not have to be made using the form but should include the             
information requested in the form. 

The authority should also make it clear that only in exceptional circumstances 

would a complainant be granted confidentiality and that as a matter of fairness the 

complainant’s identity would normally be disclosed to the subject member  

Under the Localism Act, however, formal complaints must be submitted in writing. 

This includes electronic submissions, though the requirement for complaints to be 

submitted in writing must be read in conjunction with the Equality Act 2010 and the 

duty to make adjustments. For example, a complainant may have a disability that 

prevents them from making their complaint in writing. In such cases, authorities 

may need to transcribe a verbal complaint and then produce a written copy for    

approval by the complainant or the complainant’s representative. 

When a complaint is received by the local authority the relevant officer should      

acknowledge its receipt and set out the process to be taken to assess the complaint 

with an agreed timescale. 

The full Guidance information can be accessed at Guidance on Member Model Code 

of Conduct Complaints Handling | Local Government Association 

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-


 

     

Please submit your complaint in person or by post to : 

The Monitoring Officer, Herefordshire Council, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 0LE 



 

     

Just a little crossword—I am happy to put a puzzle of some description 

in all future issues if desired.  I’ll print the answers on the website (that 

is as and when I have worked them out myself…… ) 


