
 

     

CONTACTS 
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk 
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025 
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)   
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437 

June  2024 

HEREFORD PROBUS 3 CLUB  

This is a club providing the opportunity for retired professional 
and businessmen to meet on a regular basis for discussion and 
to hear speakers on a variety of topics.  The club meets at The 
Bunch of Carrots at 11.00 o’clock almost every Wednesday 
morning and would welcome new members so please come 
along.  For more information,please see Probus.org.uk/hereford3 

LEDBURY MEDICAL LOANS is  a ‘free’ service for those in 

need of mobility aids.  The lady who runs this charity in       
Ledbury is happy for  her details to be shred with Yarhill        
Parishioners.  This service can save a fortune on either a short 
or long-term basis.  All she asks is a small donation to her 
Ukraine charity.  For information and to loan items such as 
frames, stools, toilet seat/frame, crutches and wheelchairs 
please call Jennnifer – 01531 632745 

Thanks to Jim Snell for his work 

on the Bridle Way between  

Newtown Cross and Monkhide 

and to Peter Durnan for clearing 

the undergrowth over the old 

mill bridge. 



 

     

Chairman’s Updates – May 2024 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

This was held in May and it is always a useful opportunity to reflect on the previous 12 months. I 
thought I should mention the following points: 

Road Safety 

Following numerous vehicle accidents, we have made some good progress at Newtown Cross with 
the extension of the 40mph limit further west and the more recent introduction of chevron markers 
and bollards along the two main bends where most incidents occur. This continues to be work in  
progress, but the recent changes represent the most comprehensive attempt to deter poor driving  
behaviour so far.  

Many in the Parish continue to be frustrated by the traffic situation along the Stokebridge Road     
between the A4103 and A438. We had hoped that the works on the rail bridge would be the catalyst 
for an introduction of a weight and width restriction, but Network Rail insisted this would be a       
decision for Herefordshire Council and Herefordshire Council advised that such measures were     
unnecessary. Despite this, we have continued to lobby Herefordshire Council for improvements,    
especially at the A4103 junction where there have been numerous vehicle accidents. As a result, a 
traffic census has recently been undertaken and we are awaiting the results. 

Lengthsman Scheme 

The Lengthsman scheme remains an essential part of maintaining safety on our C and U roads and 
protecting residents and we have been extremely fortunate in continuing to secure grant funding 
thanks to Sallyanne’s efforts. It had been anticipated that the budget constraints within                  
Herefordshire Council would result in a cut back in funding for parish council Lengthsman activities, 
but this did not happen and the Council in fact chose to provide additional monies during the course 
of 2023. We have also secured grants for 2024, but the extent to which this level of commitment will 
continue in the medium to longer terms remains unclear. 

Monkhide Sewage Treatment Plant 

After putting continued pressure on Welsh Water, we finally seem to have turned the corner in       
getting more essential work done on the plant so that it seems to have at last reached a steadier state. 
The addition of the above ground tank has undoubtedly made a difference as has the more regular 
maintenance schedule undertaken buy Welsh Water. However, we need to continue to monitor both 
the plant and the outflow pipe discharging treated water into the River Loddon and report any       
deterioration in performance. 

Litter Picking 

On behalf of the PC, I would like to thank Caroline Borley and all the volunteers who have done such 
an amazing job in the last year. Caroline is able to run this independently of the Parish Council 
though we continue to be delighted to make funding available for new or replacement litter picking 
equipment. New volunteers are always welcome. 

Financial Position 

Our financial position is far more solid than it was a few years ago thanks to rigorous management 
and we ended the year with just over £19,000 in the bank. This is more than we had budgeted largely 
due to the higher Lengthsman grants and a reduction in expenditure. We were also not required to 
contribute funds to road safety improvements as we had expected and it now seems likely that road 
warning signage in Yarkhill and Monkhide will be paid for by Herefordshire Council. The increase in 
the Clerk’s remuneration was largely due to the Government’s increase in the minimum wage. 

As for the future, we do have some uncertainty about our likely expenditure on an NDP review which 
I touch on below and, of course, we continue to be at the mercy of any funding cuts by Herefordshire 
Council. In the meantime, the Parish Council believes it prudent to hold a portion of its surplus funds in an 
easy access   deposit account with main bankers, Barclays which is in process.  



 

     

 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

Following on from the Annual Parish Meeting, we held a standard meeting of the Council where the           
following items were raised: 

Planning & Enforcement  

The River Lugg phosphate issue continues to be a barrier to a number of the proposed                             
developments within Yarkhill resulting in there still being 5 undecided applications which are over 
12 months old. 

Since the March meeting, only one fresh application has been submitted relating to the erection of a 
steel framed building to the western end of Watery Lane. This is for the storage of manure in      
connection with the surrounding turf business and is a response to a government driven initiative 
to curb excessive nutrient  leakage into local watercourses. 

Those living, walking or riding within the vicinity of Monksbury Court and the adjacent barn      
conversions, will have noticed that work on the 7-house development immediately to the north has 
commenced. Kinspire Homes moved on site within the last few weeks and has begun initial      
clearance in preparation for the main construction phase. The development will take approximately 
13 months to complete. It is pleasing to note that Kinspire has been keen to engage with the PC and 
nearby local residents to minimise disruption and address any concerns or issues. As reassurance 
for those living in Monkhide, all construction traffic will only be able to use the A417 entrance and 
not via the A4103. Relevant signs are to be erected by the developer. 

The Hereford & Gloucester Canal Trust has submitted a Tree Preservation Order to Herefordshire 
Council to allow them to undertake restorative work on the section of the canal between the Skew 
Bridge and the A4103. This is part of a wider initiative which it is hoped will begin later this year 
intended to clear tree and other debris, improve water quality and revitalise important local wildlife 
habitats. The Trust has produced a more detailed flyer which is included in this Newsletter. 

Despite the publication of Herefordshire Council’s new Minerals and Waste Policy, there has still 
not been any decision on the planning application for the construction of an Anaerobic Digester at 
Whitwick Manor on the A417. Despite speaking with the Council, I am sadly unable to provide any 
more information and I realise that this will be frustrating to many especially those overlooking or 
living near the site. 

Herefordshire Local Plan  

Herefordshire Council’s initial public consultation on its new Plan began on 20th March and ended 
on 20th May. Hopefully, many of you will have commented on a document that will drive residential 
housing and other growth within the County. 

One of the criticisms in the past was that housing targets were allocated by location without any 
consideration of whether or not there was adequate infrastructure in place to support them. The 
new draft plan sweeps this away and concentrates growth on specific areas of the County where this 
infrastructure already exists. The analysis undertaken for Yarkhill provided confirmation that we 
lack the infrastructure for new mainstream housing and that the deficit could not easily be            
addressed.  This includes shops, bus services, mains water & sewage, schools and other facilities 
such as doctor or dental surgeries. 

In the previous Plan, which remains current, the Newtown Cross area and Monkhide were          
identified as areas suitable for housing. In the latest draft Plan, there are no areas of Yarkhill      
considered appropriate for such growth and the Parish, in its entirety, is designated as Open   
Countryside. This represents a significant change which will result in it being more difficult for a 
developer to build new houses unless they are social in nature or to support the traveller             
community.  

 



 

     

Our current Neighbourhood Development Plan will gradually become out of date over the next 24 
months and it will need to be revised. The PC has already had discussions with Herefordshire 
Council about the changes necessary to bring it into line with the new Local Plan in order to ensure 
that the wishes of our community continue to be given weighting in any planning decision be this 
in relation to residential, commercial or industrial development. We will keep you posted at PC 
meetings and through the Parish Newsletter. 

Financial Year End 

Our AGAR for the year end 31/3/2024 and relevant information can be found on our website and  
in noticeboards. The formal Notice of Public Rights period commenced on 3rd June and ends on 
12th July being the dates between which our AGAR and more detailed associated information is 
made available for inspection by any interested party by application to the Parish Clerk. 

Jeff Hughes 

UPDATE FROM WARD COUNCILLOR JONATHAN LESTER 

Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester has been in Derby recently involving  Herefordshire in the 

“Midlands Connect” scheme which is a lobbying group aimed at improving travel and transport 

throughout the Midlands.   

Following the cancellation of the HS2 scheme the Government have made available £101 million 

to Herefordshire Council for schemes such as this. Part of that    money will be used to reinstate 

the planned Western By Pass.   

Childrens Services has been in administration for some time now and Herefordshire Council has 

now appointed Tina Russell as the Director of  Childrens Services and so positive changes are on 

the horizon.  

The condition of Herefordshire roads is high on the priority list and the contract with Balfour 

Beatty will be coming to an end in two years and Herefordshire Council will be bringing the work 

in house.  £38 million is being spent on road maintenance this year which is £12 million more 

than last year.   

Good news is that Herefordshire Council has been successful in its bid to get a new purpose-built 

school for children with special needs.   

The previous administration has a forecast overspend of budget of £13 million and the new       

administration has reduced this to £8.7 million.  Since returning as Leader of the Council Ward 

Councillor Jonathan Lester has been focusing on the Plan for Herefordshire; the core items are 

People, Place, Growth and finally Transport.   

The challenge for Herefordshire Council over the next four years is to deliver the “Best for        

Herefordshire”.  Following a question from the floor regarding the large number of housing      

developments potentially eroding the countryside, Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester replied that 

the Council are obliged to build as many houses as Government dictates but that the siting of 

those houses is predominantly in already built-up areas and protecting the countryside is a       

priority.  On the question of phosphates Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester confirmed that the 

Government is making funding available to farmers to enable them to store and dispose of waste 

in a less damaging way.  This is a step in the right direction but Herefordshire Council is            

improving on that scheme by offering funding for more efficient and more time critical ways to 

tackle this problem.  Planning applications are now starting to go through the system, albeit  

slowly. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

Scaffold tower for hire 

The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised  It 

can be hired by anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.   The details of the 
tower are as follows:  Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max    platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M 

(approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a  pair of 
wheels to allow the tower to be moved around. 

If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667  

E: martinennis325@gmail.com 

YARKHILL CHARITIES 

Yarkhill Charities have funds available for the 

benefit of residents of Yarkhill.   

We may be able to offer you some practical 

help. 

If you need assistance with books, uniforms 

or even day to day expenses please get in 

touch as we may be able to help you. 
In the first instance apply in writing to the Secretary, 

Helen Parker at Garford Farm, Yarkhill, Hfds HR1 3ST 

Discretion is assured and your name will not be published. 

CARER wanted please! 

We are looking for a kind, sensible carer to help with our gentle and elderly father who 

has a nice sense of humour.  Ideally someone flexible, who would also be happy to do 

some housework chores in a farmhouse near Bishops Frome. 

Looking forward to hearing from you.  Please call 07942 325589  



 

     



 

     

Journey from Yarkhill to Tarrington   By Jim Snell 

Having finished renovating our house and long since retired from gainful employ, my wife Cathy and I       
decided to make an effort to become more involved in the parish community whilst encouraging others to 
do likewise. Even so, I know it’s all too easy to make resolutions and let them be followed by complete     
inaction. I have had years of practice at that! However, the opportunity to make a start on that resolution 
came at the dinner table one drab winter evening when Cathy said;   

“We could go on the ‘walk of witness’ advertised in the parish magazine”.  

“What’s that”I  asked 

“It’s good Friday and involves a walk from Yarkhill church to Tarrington church with a cross” says Cathy. 

“But it will pour down with rain and there will be strange people from the church. How will we get back?” 
replies misery guts me!  

“But you said you wanted be more involved with the locals and bring residents together. So far you have 
only caused discord and if you do not make more effort you will be permanently exiled to Coventry” 

Hence, having not yet reached our first wedding anniversary and fearful of spending our first Good Friday 
apart I ceded. A walk it was! The weather forecast was awful. Watery Lane was flooded, so we rang the    
vicar;   “surely you don’t intend to pursue this silly ambition, we’ll all drown”! Stoically the vicar replied with 
words to the effect of; bloody wimps, Jesus had to be nailed to that cross and you just have to carry it!   
Robert Savagar had reported that water levels had subsided from his thigh level earlier in the morning and 
now were only just above his knees. She had already agreed to meet those from Merrivale at the bridge as 
wheelchairs and floods don’t mix. 

With orders like that we dutifully arrived at the church to meet Julia Savagar, the vicar and maybe six 
strangers. We sang a hymn, said a prayer then ventured into the rain with a cross bearing some rags. 



 

     

Progress was good for the first few yards, but every time the rain stopped, Mandy stopped and we duly 
gathered round for more of ‘the story’. Then we came to the flood! Well, all I can say is that Robert 
Savagar must have very long legs or the water level had not continued to decline. Some went very fast 
thinking the water would not have time to soak in. Others trod gingerly on tiptoe but the spectacle was 
certainly not composed and serene, except of course, the Reverend Williams who seemed to find some 
higher ground, striding right on through with her flock in disarray around her! 

Soon we reached the “bridge over the river Frome”, where waiting patiently for us were perhaps ten    
residents from Merrivale and maybe four carers. Some had wheelchairs, some had sticks but they were 
all smiling. On we went through the rain until it stopped, when of course Mandy stopped too! The slow 
and the chatterers caught up and we sang and chanted throughout the drought. Past the poplars, past 
the sewage works, past the station and onto the main road where much to my surprise, rather than fear 
of embarrassment, I begged that someone I knew would drive through and witness me deep amongst 
this motley crew. We were no longer strangers everyone was talking to everyone else there was lots of   
laughter. 

On the final leg, and the steep rise up to Tarrington church, guess who was nominated to carry the cross? 
Yes, me! On into the church we went, where we sang another hymn (thanks to the services of a sixteen-
year-old organist - thank you Thomas), said a prayer and gorged on coffee and hot cross buns. As we left I 
took the cross, after all it was only fair having carried it up hill that I should have the downhill shift too. It 
was only then that Mandy explained that we were to do the whole process in reverse on Good Friday 
2025. So any of you who don’t know all the people we met that day, and any of you who do not know the 
places to which I refer, start now to prepare for the return journey. 

My reflections are that showers are always followed by dry spells and that a complete lack of the church 
in our lives seems to be leading to loss of social interaction, a loss of purpose and care for others, 

In the hymn “the green hill” it’s not the green hill that lacked a wall but that the city had one thus closing 
itself off from the beautiful green hill. It’s a challenge. Let’s not hide behind our self-made walls - if the 
pub is shut, meet at your neighbours’, or at the village hall! 

The Vicar’s tireless efforts to promote so much with so little reward are truly admirable. 



 

     

 



 

     

Village Hall News 

Produce Show and Fete Saturday 20th July 

The annual Produce Show and Fete will be held at Yarkhill Village Hall on Saturday 20th July 
from 3-5pm. Entry forms for the Produce Show are available in this newsletter and there will 
also be some hard copies left in the Village Hall entrance, Yarkhill Church, at Newtown      
Crossroads garage and in the milk vending machines at the Village Hall and The Tarrington. If 
you would like a copy sent to you please email katiebott@gmail.com 

We welcome donations for raffle prizes and the tombola, which can be left in the Village Hall 
entrance or collection can be arranged by emailing katiebott@gmail.com 

Outbuildings for rent 

The outbuildings at the Village Hall are surplus to requirements but in need of some repair. Is 
there an enterprising person out there who would be interested in using the building in           
exchange for peppercorn rent and making repairs at their own cost? The building would be ideal 
for a range of uses, including workshop space, secure storage for plant & equipment, general 
workspace, wood drying, dog grooming, shop etc. We’re open to ideas! If you are interested 
please contact  martinennis325@gmail.com 

AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of the Yarkhill Village Hall Committee will take place on    
Wednesday 11th September 2024 at 7pm. Everyone is welcome. This is your opportunity to find 
out about Yarkhill Village Halls operations and finances, ask questions about the operations and 
finances, speak about any items on the agenda and vote on any resolutions proposed. Notices 
and Agenda will be published in the next edition of the Newsletter and posted on Village         
noticeboards. 

mailto:katiebott@gmail.com
mailto:martinennis325@gmail.com


 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

FLOODING ADVICE 

Flooding can occur anywhere - you do not have to live near a river, stream or reservoir to be 

affected. This is because the drainage system, whether open watercourses or pipes, can become 

overwhelmed by the amount of water it is expected to carry. In addition, when the ground is         

saturated even small extra amounts of rainfall can have difficulty draining away from gardens and 

enclosed spaces. Owing to the nature of this type of flooding, it is very difficult to predict where it 

will happen.  

Who should I contact to report a flood? If you or your neighbours are in immediate danger 

call the Emergency Services – 999.   How you report a flood depends on the type of flooding it is.  

Highway flooding:  Balfour Beatty deal with incidents of flooding on our roads to keep them 

safe for the public. If you see flooding on the highway that could cause a danger to the public, or if 

floodwater is at risk of entering private property please call 01432 261800. 

Flooding from a sewer or fresh water pipe:  If you are concerned about flooding from a    

public sewer or fresh water pipe, please report it to the relevant water company: 

• Welsh Water: 0800 085 3968 (open 24 hours) 

• Severn Trent Water: 0800 783 4444 (open 24 hours) 

Main River or groundwater flooding: 

To report flooding from a main river or groundwater please call the Environment Agency Floodline 

on 0845 988 1188.  To report flooding from an ordinary watercourse please call 01432 261800. 

Prepare for flooding by following these simple steps to reduce the impact of flooding on your 

property:        . View the latest weather forecast on the Met Office website 

   .   View live river level information 

   .    View live flood warning map 

   .   Sign up for Floodline Warnings Direct from the Environment Agency – a free  

        service that provides automated flood warnings by telephone, mobile, email,  

        SMS text message or fax 

   .    View the Environment Agency website for the latest flood warnings (updated  

         every 15 minutes) 

   .    Call Floodline on 0845 988 1188 or Type talk 0845 602 6340 

Do not underestimate the danger and damage that a flood can cause.   Floodwater can be very    
dangerous; six inches of fast-flowing water can knock you off your feet; two feet can sweep away a 
car.  While the council endeavours to provide assistance wherever possible, it is your responsibility 
to protect your person and property.  There is lots of useful advice on the prepare your property for 
flooding page on the Environment Agency website. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

 

LOCAL TREE SURGEON 

All Aspects of Tree Work 

NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured 

JOHN WALSH 

01531 670423    07970 879381 

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com 

Red Kite  PEST CONTROL   

& Wildlife Management 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 

All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests 

Specialized Trapping service     Pest Prevention and Proofing 

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection 

Free Advice ~ Free no obligation  Quotations 

  Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987 

 

You can now buy organic butter and cheese from the Milk Machine 



 

     

 

 

 

Newtown Cross Garage 

SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS 

We not only supply fuel and gas! 

We have an extensive grocery shop offering 

LOCAL PRODUCE 

 

• BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD 

• VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD 

• BEER FROM STOKE LACY 

• FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER 

 And we are renowned for our  

• TARTS from Ross 

 

 

• POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME 

• CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE 

• LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE 

• CHEESE FROM LEDBURY 

• MILK FROM BARTONSHAM 

Newtown Cross Garage 

Lower Eggleton 

Yarkhill 

Tel. 01531 670500 



 

     

Guidance for Complaints Procedure 

 

It is vital that the public has confidence in the high standards of local government, 

and that there is transparency about the conduct of councillors and the mechanisms 

for dealing with alleged breaches of the Codes of Conduct. Equally, it is vital that 

councillors themselves have confidence in these mechanisms, and that                  

investigations into such complaints abide by the principles of natural justice. 

Under the Model Code of Conduct, councillors are required to cooperate with any 

Code of Conduct investigation and respect the impartiality of officers. This is in      

recognition of the key role monitoring officers have in ensuring what might be       

contentious and difficult issues are handled fairly. This guidance is to support them in 

carrying out their duties. 

 

More than 100,000 people give their time as councillors. The majority do so with the 
very best motives, and they conduct themselves in a way that is beyond reproach. 
However, public perception tends to focus on a minority who in some way abuse their 
positions or behave badly. Even where behaviour does falls short most issues are  
resolved easily through a simple apology or through swift action from an officer, a  
political group or meeting chair. Reference to the Code of Conduct and a formal  
complaint are very much the last resort where issues remain unresolved. 
 
Anyone who considers that a councillor may have breached the Code of Conduct 
may make a complaint to that councillor’s local authority, usually via the principal   
authority’s monitoring officer. Each complaint must be assessed to see if it falls within 
the authority’s legal jurisdiction, for example whether the subject member was acting 
as a councillor or representative of the authority at the time. A decision must then be 
made on whether or not some action should be taken, either as an investigation or 
some other form of action. 
 
When a matter is referred for investigation or other action, it does not mean that a 
decision has been made about the validity of the allegation. It simply means that the 
authority believes the alleged conduct, if proven, may amount to a failure to comply 
with the Code of Conduct and that some action should be taken in response to the 
complaint. 
 
The process for dealing with Code of Conduct complaints must be fair and be seen 
to be fair.  The law does not specify how complaints are to be handled. However, in 
most authorities, initial assessment of complaints that a councillor may have 
breached the Code of Conduct is usually carried out by the authority’s monitoring   
officer  and one other Councillor who is not party to the complaint. Even where the 
matter is normally delegated to the monitoring officer, they may reserve the right to 
refer the matter to a committee of councillors, for example where the monitoring     
officer has a conflict of interest or the matter is particularly high-profile. 



 

     

Local authorities, including parish and town councils, should publish information on 

their websites about what can and cannot be considered as a complaint, how to 

complain (including a standard complaints form if appropriate) and where Code of 

Conduct complaints should be sent to. They should also provide clear details of the 

procedures they will follow in relation to any written allegation received about a 

councillor. 

Yarkhill Parish has produced a complaint form which sets out all the information 
they expect to receive from a complainant. This can be helpful to both the authority 
and the complainant.  The form can be found at the end of this information.      
Complaints do not have to be made using the form but should include the             
information requested in the form. 

The authority should also make it clear that only in exceptional circumstances 

would a complainant be granted confidentiality and that as a matter of fairness the 

complainant’s identity would normally be disclosed to the subject member  

Under the Localism Act, however, formal complaints must be submitted in writing. 

This includes electronic submissions, though the requirement for complaints to be 

submitted in writing must be read in conjunction with the Equality Act 2010 and the 

duty to make adjustments. For example, a complainant may have a disability that 

prevents them from making their complaint in writing. In such cases, authorities 

may need to transcribe a verbal complaint and then produce a written copy for    

approval by the complainant or the complainant’s representative. 

When a complaint is received by the local authority the relevant officer should      

acknowledge its receipt and set out the process to be taken to assess the complaint 

with an agreed timescale. 

The full Guidance information can be accessed at Guidance on Member Model Code 

of Conduct Complaints Handling | Local Government Association 

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-


 

     

Please submit your complaint in person or by post to : 

The Monitoring Officer, Herefordshire Council, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 0LE 


