
 

     

CONTACTS 
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk 
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025 
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)   
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437 

Sept/Oct   2024 

HEREFORD PROBUS 3 CLUB  

This is a club providing the opportunity for retired professional and businessmen to meet on a  
regular basis for discussion and to hear speakers on a variety of topics.  The club meets at The 
Bunch of Carrots at 11.00 o’clock almost every Wednesday morning and would welcome new 
members so please come along.  For more information, please see Probus.org.uk/hereford3 

LEDBURY MEDICAL LOANS is  a ‘free’ service for those in 

need of mobility aids.  The lady who runs this charity in       
Ledbury is happy for  her details to be shred with Yarhill        
Parishioners.  This service can save a fortune on either a short 
or long-term basis.  All she asks is a small donation to her 
Ukraine charity.  For information and to loan items such as 
frames, stools, toilet seat/frame, crutches and wheelchairs 
please call Jennnifer – 01531 632745 

 



 

     

Our Chairman was unwell for the most recent Parish 

Council Meeting and so was unable to provide his usual 

update.  However the Draft Minutes of the Meeting in   

August are available to view both in the Notice Boards and 

on the Yarkhill Website. 

At no time did either of these errors have any effect of the Parish  
Council funds and at no time was there any risk to Parish Funds.   
These were clerical errors.  



 

     

Earlier in the year a Yarkhill Farmer found a pile of 

hedge cuttings dumped in one of their fields.  The  

cuttings included privet and laurel—both of these can 

be fatal to animals.  Many garden plants and            

vegetables can be very harmful to grazing animals 

causing severe pain and sometime an agonising 

death.  Please dispose of your garden waste in a           

responsible and considerate manner.  There have    

also been instances of grass cuttings being dropped 

into our ditches and culverts which can so easily lead 

to flooding and blockages. 

Clerk Update 

The Lengthsman Scheme Explained 

Each year Herefordshire Council invites Parishes to join the Lengthsman Scheme and 

Yarkhill has benefitted from this scheme for many years now.  Herefordshire Council 

make available a grant to help the Parish Council cover the cost of drainage       

maintenance/culvert and grip clearing/hedge cutting etc.  Herefordshire Council is  

responsible for the A and B roads but the Parish Council has to cover the cost of the C 

and U roads/lanes.  This current year the grant is £120 per kilometre of road—we have 

6km of lanes and so our total grant is £720.  We are given the opportunity to apply for 

“match funding” up to £360.  What this mean is that if there are drainage issues that 

exceed the grant of £720, we can utilise Parish Funds up to a limit of £360 and      

Herefordshire  will match that amount with a further £360.  This is also useful in the 

event of emergencies such as lorries damaging the ditches and posing a threat of 

flooding to residents.    Another benefit of joining the Lengthsman Scheme every year 

is that it  entitles Yarkhill to any further Grants that may become available.  This year 

we have been granted an extra amount (as yet unknown) for Public Rights of Way           

maintenance; also a further Drainage Maintenance Grant with a value to us of up to 

£7,700 .  The final figure will depend on how many Parishes apply and how far       

Herefordshire Council’s budgeted amount will stretch.  The application forms for the 

additional grants have been completed and submitted,  To be absolutely clear, there is 

no cost to the Parish Funds unless we use the “Match Funding” option but that would 

be used purely for the benefit of Parishioners.    I have not included VAT in any of the   

figures mentioned here because all VAT charged is reclaimed.    Our Lengthsman 

(Terry Griffiths Contracts) does an admirable job and has all the necessary equipment.   

They are answerable to Herefordshire Council.  

Some people have expressed confusion about the about the Lengthsman Scheme and I 

hope this explains it for you.  Any questions please call me on 07801 108789 or email 

me.  Always happy to help.    

Sallyanne—Yarkhill Parish Clerk. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

YARKHILL CHURCH 

100 CLUB 

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

To all those supporting your local Church through the 100 Club. Thank you for 
your contributions last year.  Your support has helped maintain this histor-

ic building and churchyard. 

2024/25 subscriptions are now due. 
 

We would be very grateful for your co-operation in forwarding your subscription of £12.00 
per numbered member to: 

The Treasurer:  Mrs Julia Savagar, Glyndarth, Yarkhill  HR1 3TA 

(please make cheques payable to Yarkhill PCC) 
If you are able to pay by bacs please pay: 

Yarkhill PCC         Sort:  40-52-40        Account:  00013992 

(If you have already paid or have set up a Standing Order please ignore this reminder) 

NEW MEMBERS ARE VERY WELCOME 

PLEASE HELP US TO MAINTAIN YOUR CHURCH 

juliasavagar@gmail.com  t. 01432 890401  m. 07890821446 

 

mailto:juliasavagar@gmail.com


 

     



 

     



 

     

Scaffold tower for hire 

The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised  It 

can be hired by anyone living in the village for £15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.   The details of the 
tower are as follows:  Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max    platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M 

(approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a  pair of 
wheels to allow the tower to be moved around. 

If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667  

E: martinennis325@gmail.com 

YARKHILL CHARITIES 

Yarkhill Charities have funds available for the 

benefit of residents of Yarkhill.   

We may be able to offer you some practical 

help. 

If you need assistance with books, uniforms 

or even day to day expenses please get in 

touch as we may be able to help you. 
In the first instance apply in writing to the Secretary, 

Helen Parker at Garford Farm, Yarkhill, Hfds HR1 3ST 

Discretion is assured and your name will not be published. 

CARER wanted please! 

We are looking for a kind, sensible carer to help with our gentle and elderly father who 

has a nice sense of humour.  Ideally someone flexible, who would also be happy to do 

some housework chores in a farmhouse near Bishops Frome. 

Looking forward to hearing from you.  Please call 07942 325589  



 

     

FLOODING ADVICE 

Flooding can occur anywhere - you do not have to live near a river, stream or reservoir to be 

affected. This is because the drainage system, whether open watercourses or pipes, can become 

overwhelmed by the amount of water it is expected to carry. In addition, when the ground is         

saturated even small extra amounts of rainfall can have difficulty draining away from gardens and 

enclosed spaces. Owing to the nature of this type of flooding, it is very difficult to predict where it 

will happen.  

Who should I contact to report a flood? If you or your neighbours are in immediate danger 

call the Emergency Services – 999.   How you report a flood depends on the type of flooding it is.  

Highway flooding:  Balfour Beatty deal with incidents of flooding on our roads to keep them 

safe for the public. If you see flooding on the highway that could cause a danger to the public, or if 

floodwater is at risk of entering private property please call 01432 261800. 

Flooding from a sewer or fresh water pipe:  If you are concerned about flooding from a    

public sewer or fresh water pipe, please report it to the relevant water company: 

• Welsh Water: 0800 085 3968 (open 24 hours) 

• Severn Trent Water: 0800 783 4444 (open 24 hours) 

Main River or groundwater flooding: 

To report flooding from a main river or groundwater please call the Environment Agency Floodline 

on 0845 988 1188.  To report flooding from an ordinary watercourse please call 01432 261800. 

Prepare for flooding by following these simple steps to reduce the impact of flooding on your 

property:        . View the latest weather forecast on the Met Office website 

   .   View live river level information 

   .    View live flood warning map 

   .   Sign up for Floodline Warnings Direct from the Environment Agency – a free  

        service that provides automated flood warnings by telephone, mobile, email,  

        SMS text message or fax 

   .    View the Environment Agency website for the latest flood warnings (updated  

         every 15 minutes) 

   .    Call Floodline on 0845 988 1188 or Type talk 0845 602 6340 

Do not underestimate the danger and damage that a flood can cause.   Floodwater can be very    
dangerous; six inches of fast-flowing water can knock you off your feet; two feet can sweep away a 
car.  While the council endeavours to provide assistance wherever possible, it is your responsibility 
to protect your person and property.  There is lots of useful advice on the prepare your property for 
flooding page on the Environment Agency website. 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

 

LOCAL TREE SURGEON 

All Aspects of Tree Work 

NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured 

JOHN WALSH 

01531 670423    07970 879381 

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com 

Red Kite  PEST CONTROL   

& Wildlife Management 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 

All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests 

Specialized Trapping service     Pest Prevention and Proofing 

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection 

Free Advice ~ Free no obligation  Quotations 

  Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987 

 

You can now buy organic butter and cheese from the Milk Machine 



 

     

 

 

 

Newtown Cross Garage 

SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS 

We not only supply fuel and gas! 

We have an extensive grocery shop offering 

LOCAL PRODUCE 

 

• BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD 

• VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD 

• BEER FROM STOKE LACY 

• FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER 

 And we are renowned for our  

• TARTS from Ross 

 

 

• POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME 

• CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE 

• LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE 

• CHEESE FROM LEDBURY 

• MILK FROM BARTONSHAM 

Newtown Cross Garage 

Lower Eggleton 

Yarkhill 

Tel. 01531 670500 



 

     

Guidance for Complaints Procedure 

 

It is vital that the public has confidence in the high standards of local government, 

and that there is transparency about the conduct of councillors and the mechanisms 

for dealing with alleged breaches of the Codes of Conduct. Equally, it is vital that 

councillors themselves have confidence in these mechanisms, and that                  

investigations into such complaints abide by the principles of natural justice. 

Under the Model Code of Conduct, councillors are required to cooperate with any 

Code of Conduct investigation and respect the impartiality of officers. This is in      

recognition of the key role monitoring officers have in ensuring what might be       

contentious and difficult issues are handled fairly. This guidance is to support them in 

carrying out their duties. 

 

More than 100,000 people give their time as councillors. The majority do so with the 
very best motives, and they conduct themselves in a way that is beyond reproach. 
However, public perception tends to focus on a minority who in some way abuse their 
positions or behave badly. Even where behaviour does falls short most issues are  
resolved easily through a simple apology or through swift action from an officer, a  
political group or meeting chair. Reference to the Code of Conduct and a formal  
complaint are very much the last resort where issues remain unresolved. 
 
Anyone who considers that a councillor may have breached the Code of Conduct 
may make a complaint to that councillor’s local authority, usually via the principal   
authority’s monitoring officer. Each complaint must be assessed to see if it falls within 
the authority’s legal jurisdiction, for example whether the subject member was acting 
as a councillor or representative of the authority at the time. A decision must then be 
made on whether or not some action should be taken, either as an investigation or 
some other form of action. 
 
When a matter is referred for investigation or other action, it does not mean that a 
decision has been made about the validity of the allegation. It simply means that the 
authority believes the alleged conduct, if proven, may amount to a failure to comply 
with the Code of Conduct and that some action should be taken in response to the 
complaint. 
 
The process for dealing with Code of Conduct complaints must be fair and be seen 
to be fair.  The law does not specify how complaints are to be handled. However, in 
most authorities, initial assessment of complaints that a councillor may have 
breached the Code of Conduct is usually carried out by the authority’s monitoring   
officer  and one other Councillor who is not party to the complaint. Even where the 
matter is normally delegated to the monitoring officer, they may reserve the right to 
refer the matter to a committee of councillors, for example where the monitoring     
officer has a conflict of interest or the matter is particularly high-profile. 



 

     

Local authorities, including parish and town councils, should publish information on 

their websites about what can and cannot be considered as a complaint, how to 

complain (including a standard complaints form if appropriate) and where Code of 

Conduct complaints should be sent to. They should also provide clear details of the 

procedures they will follow in relation to any written allegation received about a 

councillor. 

Yarkhill Parish has produced a complaint form which sets out all the information 
they expect to receive from a complainant. This can be helpful to both the authority 
and the complainant.  The form can be found at the end of this information.      
Complaints do not have to be made using the form but should include the             
information requested in the form. 

The authority should also make it clear that only in exceptional circumstances 

would a complainant be granted confidentiality and that as a matter of fairness the 

complainant’s identity would normally be disclosed to the subject member  

Under the Localism Act, however, formal complaints must be submitted in writing. 

This includes electronic submissions, though the requirement for complaints to be 

submitted in writing must be read in conjunction with the Equality Act 2010 and the 

duty to make adjustments. For example, a complainant may have a disability that 

prevents them from making their complaint in writing. In such cases, authorities 

may need to transcribe a verbal complaint and then produce a written copy for    

approval by the complainant or the complainant’s representative. 

When a complaint is received by the local authority the relevant officer should      

acknowledge its receipt and set out the process to be taken to assess the complaint 

with an agreed timescale. 

The full Guidance information can be accessed at Guidance on Member Model Code 

of Conduct Complaints Handling | Local Government Association 

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/guidance-member-model-code-conduct-complaints-handling#decision-


 

     

Please submit your complaint in person or by post to : 

The Monitoring Officer, Herefordshire Council, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 0LE 


