
 

     

CONTACTS 
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK: Sallyanne Lees 07801 108789 email: yarkhill@live.co.uk 
VILLAGE HALL: Wendy Nash 07985353025 
CHURCH WARDEN: Ashley Fortey (Ashley4009@talktalk.net)   
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR: David Thomas 01531 670437 

Apr/May 25    

HEREFORD PROBUS 3 CLUB  

This is a club providing the opportunity for retired professional and businessmen to meet on a  
regular basis for discussion and to hear speakers on a variety of topics.  The club meets at The 
Bunch of Carrots at 11.00 oõclock almost every Wednesday morning and would welcome new 
members so please come along.  For more information, please see Probus.org.uk/hereford3 
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CHAIRMANS UPDATE 

 

 

External Audit 

I am pleased to report that the external audit has now been completed by PKF Littlejohns          
following formal objections submitted to them by two individuals last summer.  I am, of course, 
extremely disappointed to have to advise you that the cost to the Parish has been confirmed at 
Ã7,753 inclusive of VAT and we will have to meet this amount from our reserves. 

As we confirmed at the recent meeting, the auditor found no financial impropriety whatsoever 
nor any evidence of financial loss, existing or expected, to the Parish. A number of objections 
were also not upheld. The matters covered in the final report were fundamentally operational in 
nature and have resulted in recommendations for us to consider. These are intended to help 
tighten internal processes and ensure that there is no risk of us infringing the policies by which all 
parish councilôs are governed.  

I know that a number of you have voiced your feelings on this matter, especially the large cost  
incurred after your demands for the objections to be withdrawn to limit the financial impact were 
rejected.  Sadly, it is only the objectors who can withdraw or temper their complaints once they 
have been initiated. This notwithstanding, I would like to apologise for the unfortunate and costly 
situation that has occurred. Our intention now, on the advice of the auditor, is to put the past year 
behind us and look forward not back. 

Planning 

The application for the Anaerobic Digester at Whitwick Manor has been put out for yet another 
public consultation following a further submission by the developer. This was largely to contest a 
number of the technical objections raised by planning consultees including Herefordshire Council 
and the public.  

Once again, we have voiced our objections on the basis that none of the fundamentals have 
changed. Issues of excess traffic, the negative impact on the landscape, the inadequacy of the    
access on the A417 and the sheer size of the plant all remain unaddressed. We have also drawn 
attention to the conflicts with Herefordshire Councilôs own Minerals and Waste Policy which was 
only approved and adopted in March 2024. 

Please continue to submit your comments to the Planning Department in light of the                     
re-consultation be these against, or in support of, the application. 

NDP 

The Labour Government has begun to make fundamental changes to national planning policies 
which will in turn filter down to local and parish councils. Herefordshire Councilôs work on its 
new Local Plan, which would have seen Yarkhill designated as open countryside in its entirety, 
has been halted and the entire process will be re-started from scratch. 

Peter Durnan and I recently participated in a conference with the Council and the departments 
involved are very much still finding their way. What we do know is that Herefordshire faces a 70% 
uplift in its housebuilding commitment which will almost certainly have to be apportioned across 
the County, but no decision as to how this will be done has yet been taken. 

We have been recommended to begin thinking about what a review of our NDP might look like 
though the reality is that this would have to be aligned with the Councilôs new Local Plan which is 
not scheduled for adoption until 2028 following the submission of the draft plan in 2027. The PC 
and residents will be asked to consult on the Local Plan in due course and we expect that a formal 
NDP review will closely track its progress. We will keep you updated. 

 



 

     

Yarkhill Village Hall is now home to a defibrillator.   

Located in the Village Hall lobby, this lifesaving piece 

of equipment can be accessed by anyone by calling 999 

to receive instructions to open the cabinet and use the 

machine. This essential piece of equipment has been 

installed thanks to the generosity of Yarkhill Charities 

and London Heart.  

PCôs Financial Position 

Notwithstanding the cost to the Parish of the external audit, let me reassure you all that we 
have the financial resources to meet every one our commitments. It is fortunate that           
Sallyanne, our Clerk, was able to maximise the grant funding available which has provided 
important liquidity enabling us to carry out each of our planned work streams for the year 
without cut backs. We will once again apply to take advantage of every relevant grant funding 
package from Herefordshire Council in the 2025/26 financial year which started at the        
beginning of April. You can find all our figures and this yearôs budget on the Parish Council 
website.  

Enjoy the Easter break é..   Jeff Hughes 



 

     

George Dobson 

It is with considerable sadness that we must announce the recent death 

of George Dobson. George was a Parish Councillor for many years and 

someone who commanded respect for his wisdom and sense of            

humour. He was always happy to provide a well reasoned opinion and 

brought his invaluable professional and personal experience to the 

Council in support of the community.   

George was a keen walker and was always keen to stop for a convivial 

chat. He never failed to come up with some amusing anecdotes from the 

past or surprise you with his knowledge of the area and its history. He 

had a healthy perspective on life notwithstanding his own health      

challenges in the last few years. George will be very much missed by all 

those who knew him. 

Our thoughts go out to his wife, Chrissie, and to their family. 

 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

Scaffold tower for hire 

The organisers of the Field to Fork Festival purchased a scaffold tower from part of the income raised  It 

can be hired by anyone living in the village for Ã15 a week. Terms & Conditions apply.   The details of the 
tower are as follows:  Platform size: 1.45Mx 0.5M, Max    platform height: 2.73M, Max working height: 5M 

(approx.) Max. load: 150kgMaterial: Aluminium. It weights approximately 37kg and is fitted with a  pair of 
wheels to allow the tower to be moved around. 

If you would like to hire this equipment please contact Martin Ennis on T: 01432 890486 M: 07831 424667  

E: martinennis325@gmail.com 

YARKHILL CHARITIES 

Yarkhill Charities have funds available for the 

benefit of residents of Yarkhill.   

We may be able to offer you some practical 

help. 

If you need assistance with books, uniforms 

or even day to day expenses please get in 

touch as we may be able to help you. 
In the first instance apply in writing to the Secretary, 

Helen Parker at Garford Farm, Yarkhill, Hfds HR1 3ST 

Discretion is assured and your name will not be published. 

 



 

     

Now that the winter storms and floods are becoming a distant memory, and the spring blossom is 

coming out in the hedgerows and orchards what better time to get out and explore the footpaths and 

bridleways round Yarkhill. 

Our cows are now outside for the summer, moving to a fresh paddock every morning and evening, and 

the ewes are enjoying the shade and shelter of the orchards and hedges while the lambs play around 

them. 

When you are out walking please keep to the designated public paths. The fields might just be grass, 

but they provide the summer grazing and winter forage for our sheep and cattle. 

Please shut the footpath gates, to prevent the stock escaping onto the road and I am sure you donôt 

want a herd of cows in your garden. 

Enjoy the countryside, but please remember: 

                                 Follow the Countryside Code 



 

     



 

     

 

LOCAL TREE SURGEON 

All Aspects of Tree Work 

NPTC Qualified & Fully Insured 

JOHN WALSH 

01531 670423    07970 879381 

johnrfwalsh@gmail.com 

Red Kite  PEST CONTROL   

& Wildlife Management 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments 

All INSECT Pests ~ All RODENT Pests ~ All WILDLIFE Pests 

Specialized Trapping service     Pest Prevention and Proofing 

Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection 

Free Advice ~ Free no obligation  Quotations 

  Telephone Andy Staples on: 01886 832730 / 07977 044987 

 



 

     



 

     



 

     



 

     

 

 

 

Newtown Cross Garage 

SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCERS 

We not only supply fuel and gas! 

We have an extensive grocery shop offering 

LOCAL PRODUCE 

 

¶ BISCUITS AND CAKES FROM HEREFORD 

¶ VEGETABLES FROM BROMYARD 

¶ BEER FROM STOKE LACY 

¶ FREE RANGE EGGS FROM LEOMINSTER 

 And we are renowned for our  

¶ TARTS from Ross 

 

 

¶ POTATOES FROM CASTLE FROME 

¶ CIDER FROM MUCH MARCLE 

¶ LOGS FROM BURLEY GATE 

¶ CHEESE FROM LEDBURY 

¶ MILK FROM BARTONSHAM 

Newtown Cross Garage 

Lower Eggleton 

Yarkhill 

Tel. 01531 670500 



 

     

26th July 



 

     



 

     


